This is a reproduction of a library book that was digitized 
by Google as part of an ongoing effort to preserve the 
information in books and make it universally accessible. 

Google™ books 

https://books.google.com 




Xf 

<1 fc5 7 


{[HAfiVAROl 

i umwsirr t 

f ' UBRA.4V II 







’ i, 

f *• 


2t'J(eS7- 



Harvard College 
r Library 



fr6^ the bequest of 

Lucy Osgood 

OF MEDFORD, MASSACHUSETTS 



Digitized by LiOOQle 



Digitized by LiOOQle 



i 


Digitized by LiOOQle 



Digitized by LiOOQle 



/ Y / : 

tolg (ftitglish ®cxt j^nriotu. 

Original Series, 4. 


ir (Baiuiiunc 

anb 

®ke (Smit liniijht: 



(I. TEXT OF THE POEM) 


RE-EDITED from COTTON MS. NERO, A. x., in the BRITISH MUSEUM, 


BY 

RICHARD MORRIS, 


lUbiscb in 1897, nub further in 1912, by I. Gollancz 


LONDON : 

PUBLISHED FOR THE EARLY ENGLISH TEXT SOCIETY, 
BY KEGAN PAUL, TRENCH. TRUBNER & CO., Ltd.. 

BROADWAY HOUSE, LUDGATE HILL, ifl.C. 

AND BY HUMPHREY MILFORD. OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS, 


AMEN CORNER, R.C.. AND IN NEW YORK. 

1864. 

[Reprinted i860, 189$ ; U'ifh revised text 1897 , 190o, 1908 , 1910, 1913, 191$. ] 


Digiti ze d by 

Price Three Shillings and Sixpence . 


Google 


<ftat[lg English ©art $ocigtg. 


Committee of Management : 

Director: PROF. I. GOLLANCZ, Litt.D. ; KING'S COLLEGE, LONDON, W.C. 
Assistant Director: JOHN MUNRO, Esq. 

Treasurer: HENRY B. WHEATLEY. D.C.L. 

Hon. Sec.: W. A. DALZIEL, Esq., 67, VICTORIA ROAD, FINSBURY PARK, 

LONDON, N. 

Hon. Secs. ( North & East: Prof. G. L. Kittredge, Harvard Coll., Cambr., Mass, 
for America: ( South & West: Prof. .1. W. Bright, Johns Hopkins Univ., Baltimore, 

HENRY BRADLEY, M.A., Ph.D. Sir .1. A. H. MURRAY, Litt.D. 

Rev. Dr. ANDREW CLARK, M.A. Prof. NAPIER, Ph.D. 

Prof. W. P. KER, LL.D. ALFRED W. POLLARD, M.A. 

Prof. Sir SIDNEY L. LEE, Litt.D. Prof. J. SCHICK, Ph.D. 

HENRY LITTLEHALES, Esq. ROBERT STEELE, Esq. 

Sir GEORGE F. WARNER. 

( With power to add Workers to their number . ) 

Bankers : 

THE UNION OF LONDON AND SMITHS BANK, 2, PRINCES STREET, 

LONDON, E.C, 


The Early English Text Society was started by the late Dr. Furnivall in 1864 
for the purpose of bringing the mass of Old English Literature within the reach of the 
ordinary student, and of wiping away the reproach under which England had long 
rested, of having felt little interest in the monuments of her early language and life. 

On the starting of the Society, so many Texts of importance were at once taken in 
hand by its Editors, that it became necessary in 1867 to open, besides the Original 
Series with which the Society began, an Extra Series which should be mainly devoted 
to fresh editions of all that is most valuable in printed MSS. and Caxton’s and other 
black-letter hooks, though first editions of MSS. will not be excluded when the con- 
venience of issuing them demands their inclusion in the Extra Series. 

During the fifty years of the Society’s existence, it has produced, with what* 
ever shortcomings, and at a cost of over £35,000, an amount of good solid work 
for which all students of our Language, and some of our Literature, must be grateful, 
and which has rendered possible the beginnings (at least) of proper Histories and 
Dictionaries of that Language and Literature, and has illustrated the thoughts, the 
life, the manners and customs of our forefathers and foremothers. 

But the Society’s experience has shown the very small number of those inheritors 
of the speech of Cynewulf, Chaucer, and Shakspere, who care two guineas a year for 
the records of that speech. The Society has never had money enough to produce the 
Texts that could easily have been got ready for it ; and Editors are now anxious 
to send to press the work they have prepared. The necessity has therefore arisen 
for trying to increase the number of the Society’s members, and to induce its well- 
wishers to help it by gifts of money, either in one sum or by instalments. The 
Committee trust that every Member will bring before his or her friends and acquaint- 
ances the Society’s claims for liberal support. Until all Early English MSS. are 
printed, no proper History of our Language or Social Life is possible. 
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fsi r The Society intends to complete, as soon as its funds will allow, the Reprints of 
its out-oLprint Texts of the year 1866, and also of no. 20. Dr. Otto Glauning has 
undertaken Seinte Marherete ; and Hali Meiderihad is in type. As the cost of these 
Reprints, if they were not needed, would have been devoted to fresh Texts, the Reprints 
will be sent to all Members in lieu of such Texts. Though called ‘ Reprints,’ these hooks 
are new editions, generally with valuable additions, a fact not notist by a few careless 
receivers of them, who have complaind that they already had the volumes. 

A gratifying gift is to be made to the Society. The American owner of the unique MS. 
of the Works of John Metham — whose Romance of Amoryus and Cleopas was sketched by 
Dr. Fumivall in his new edition of Political , Religious and Love Poems , No. 15 in 
the Society’s Original Series — has promised to give the Society an edition of his MS. 
prepared by Dr. Hardin Craig, and it will be issued as No. 182 of the Original 
Senes. The giver hopes that his example may be followed by other folk, as the support 
hitherto given to the Society is so far below that which it deserves. 

The Original Series Texts for 1912 were, No. 144, The English Register of Oseney Abbey , 
by Oxford , Part II, containing Forewords, Grammar, Notes and Indexes, edited by the 
Rev. Dr. Andrew Clark, and No. 145, The Northern Passion , Part I, containing the four 
parallel texts of the poem, with variants from other manuscripts, edited by Miss Frances A. 
Foster. 

The Original Series Texts for 1913 were No. 146, The Coventry Led- Book, edited from 
the unique MS. by Miss M. Dormer Harris, Part IV, with 2 maps and a facsimile, 
Introduction and Indexes, completing the volume ; No. 147, The Northern Passion , 
edited by Miss F. A. Foster, Part II, including Introduction, the French Text, Variants, 
Fragments, &c. ; and a reprint of No. 26, originally edited by the Rev. G. G. Perry, 
Religious Pieces in Prose and Verse from the Thornton MS., and now issued with fresh 
material, and a new Glossary by Mr. O. T. Williams, M. A. 

The Extra Series Texts for 1912 were, No. CX, CaxtorCs Mirrour of the World , edited 
with reproductions of all the woodcuts, by Dr. 0. H. Prior, and No. CXI, CaxtorCs History 
of Jason, Part I, the text, edited by Mr. John Munro. 

The Extra Series Texts for 1913 were No. CXI I, LovelicKs Romance of Merlin , edited 
from the unique MS. by Dr. E. A. Kock, Part II, bringing the text down to 1. 15,556, 
and No. CXIII, Poems by Sir John Salisbury, Robert Chester , and others , from Christ 
Church, MS. 184, and the unique copy of Robert Parry’s poems in the Britwell Library, 
edited by Dr. Carleton Brown. 

The sympathy, the ready help, which the Society's work has called forth from the 
Continent and the United States, have been among the 'pleasantest experiences of the 
Society’s life, a real aid and cheer amid all troubles and discouragements. All our 
Members are grateful for it, and recognise that the bond their work has woven between 
them and the lovers of language and antiquity across the seas is one of the most welcome 
results of the Society’s efforts. 


ORIGINAL SERIES. (One guinea each year,) 

1. Early English Alliterative Poeme, ab. 1860 a.d., ed. Rev. Dr. R. Morris. 16s. 1864 

2. Arthur, ab. 1440, ed. F. J. Furnivall, M. A. 4s. „ 

8. Lauder on the Dewtie of Kyngis, Ac., 1556, ed. F. Hall, D.C.L. 4s. „ 

4. Sir Gawayne and the Green Knight, ab. 1860, ed. Rev. Dr. R. Morris. 10s. „ 

5. Hume’s Orthographic and Oongruitie of the Britan Tongue, ab. 1617, ed. H. B. Wheatley. 4s. 1865 

6. Lanoelot of the Laik, ab. 1500, ed. Rev. W. W. Skeat. 8s. „ 

7. Genesis A Exodus, ab. 1250, ed. Rev. Dr. R. Morris. 8s. ,, 

8. Korte Arthurs, ab. 1440, ed. E. Brock. 7a ,, 

9. Thynneon Speght’s ed. of Ohauoer, a.d. 1599, ed. Dr. G. Kingsley and Dr. F. J. Furnivall. 10a „ 

10. Xerlin, ab. 1440, Part L, ed. H. B. Wheatley. 2a 6<£. t> 

11. Lyndesay*s Xonarche, Ao., 1552, Part I., ed. J. Small, M.A. 3s. „ 

12. Wright’s Chaste Wife, ab. 1462, ed. F. J. Furnivall, M. A. la 

13. Seinte Karherete, 1200-1380, ed. Rev. O. Cockayne : re-edited by Dr. Otto Glauning. [Out of print. 1866 

14. KyngHorn, Moris and Blanoheflour, Ao., ed. Rev. J. R. Lumby, D.D., re-ed. Dr. G. H. McKnight. 5s. „ 

15. Politioal, Religious, and Love Poems, ed. F. J. Furnivall. 7s. 6 d. „ 

16. The Book of Quints Essenoe, ab. 1460-70, ed. F. J. Furnivall. Is. ■ „ 

17. Parallel Extracts from 45 XS8. of Piors the Plowman, ed. Rev. W. W. Skeat. Is. „ 

18. Hali Xeidenhad, ab. 1200, ed. Rev. O. Cockayne, re-edited by Dr. F. J. Fumivall. [At Press. „ 

19. Lyndesay’s Xonarohe, Ao. , Part II., ed. J. Small, M.A. 8s. 6d. f| 

20. Richard Rolle de Hampole, English Prose Treatises of, ed. Rev. G. G. Perry. Is. [At Press. 

21. Xerlin, Part II., ed. H. B. Wheatley. 4s. 

22. Partenay or Lusignen, ed. Rev. W. W. Skeat. 6s. ” 

28. Ban Kiohel’s Ayenbite of Inwyt, 1340, ed. Rev. Dr. R. Morris. 10s. 6d. ” 
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[1918] 

6s. 

7s. 


. 2s. 
12 s. 


24. Hymns to the Virgin and Christ ; the Parliament of Devils, to. , ab. 1480, ed. P. J. Fumlvall. 8s. 

25. The Staoions of Rome, the Pilgrims’ Sea-voyage, with Olene Maydenhod, ed. F. J. FuraivalL 1*. 

26. Religious Pieces in Prose and Verse, from R. Thornton’s MS., ed. Rev. G. G. Perry. 5s. 

27. Levins’s Manipulus Vooabulorum, a ryming Dietionary, 1570, ed. H. B. Wheatley. 12s. 

28. William’s Vision of Piers thePlowman, 1362 a.d. ; Text A, Part I., ed. Rev. W. W. Skeat, 

29! Old English Homilies (ab. 1220-30 a.d.). Series I, Part I. Edited by Rev. Dr. R. Morris. 

30. Pieroe the Ploughmans Credo, ed. Rev. W. W. Skeat. 2s. 

31. Myro’s Duties of a Parish Priest, in Verse, ab. 1420 a.d., ed. E. Peacock. 4s. 

32. Early English Meals and Manners : the Boke of Norture of John Russell, the Bokes of Keruynge 

Curtasye, and Demeanor, the Babees Book, Urbanitatis, to., ed. F. J. Fumivall. 12s. 

83. The Knight de la Tour Landry, ab. 1440 a.d. A Book for Daughters, ed. T. Wright, M. A. 

34. Old English Homilies (before 1300 a.d.). Series I, Part II., ed. R. Morris, LL.D. 8s. 

35! Lyndesay’s Works, Part III. : The Historic and Testament of Squyer Meldrum, ed. F. Hall, 

86. Merlin, Part III. Ed. H. B. Wheatley. On Arthurian Localities, by J. S. Stuart Glennie. 

37. Sir David Lyndesay’s Works, Part IV. , Ane Satyre of the Three Estaits. Ed. F. Hall, D.C.L. 4s. 

38. William’s Vision of Piers the Plowman, Part II. Text B. Ed. Rev. W. W. Skeat, M. A. 10s. 6d. 

39. Alliterative Romanee of the Destruction of Troy. Ed. D. Donaldson t G. A. Panton . Pt. I. 10s. 6 d. 

10. English Gilds, their Statutes and Customs, 1389 a.d. Edit. Toulmin Smith and Lucy T. Smith, 

with an Essay on Gilds and Trades-Unions, by Dr. L. Brentano. 21s. 

41. William Lauder’s Minor Poems. Ed. F. J. Fumivall. 8s. 

42. Bemardus De Cura ReiFamuliaris, Early Scottish Prophecies, Ac. Ed. J. R. Lumby, M.A. 2s. 

43. Rati f Ravin g , and other Moral and Religious Pieces. Ed. J. R Lumby, M.A. 8s. 

44. The Alliterative Romanoe of Joseph of Arimathie, or The Holy Grail: .from the Vernon MS.; 

with W. de Worde’s and Pynson’s Lives of Joseph : ed. Rev. W. W. Skeat, M.A. 5s. 

45. King Alfred’s West-Saxon Version of Gregory’s Pastoral Care, edited from 2 MSS., with an 

English translation, by Henry Sweet, Esq. , B. A. , Balliol College, Oxford. Part I. 10s. 

46. Legends of the Holy Rood, Symbols of the Passion and Cross Poems, ed. Rev. Dr. R. Morris. 10s. 

47. Sir David Lyndesay’s Works, Part V., ed. Dr. J. A. H. Murray. 3s. 

48. The Times’ Whistle, and other Poems, by R. C., 1616 ; ed. by J. M. Cowper, Esq. 6s. 

49. An Old Wn C ii«>i Miscellany, containing a Bestiary, Kentish Sermons, Proverbs of Alfred, and 

Religious Poems of the 13th cent., ed. from the MSS. by the Rev. R. Morris, LL.D. 10s. 

50. ' trir 'Z Alfred’s West-Saxon Version of Gregory’s Pastoral Care, ed. H. Sweet, M. A. Part II. 10s. 

51 The Life ef St Juliana, 2 versions, a.d. 1230, with translations ; ed. T. O. Cockayne A E. Brock. 2s. 

52. Palladius on Husbondrie, englisht (ab. 1420 a.d.), ed. Rev. Barton Lodge, M.A. Part I. 10s. 

53. Old-English Homilies, Series II., and three Hymns to the Virgin and God, 18th-century, with 

the music to two of them, in old and modem notation ; ed. Rev. R. Morris, LL.D. 8s. 

54. The Vision of Piers Plowman, Text C : Richard the Redeles (by William, the author of the Vision) 

and The Crowned King ; Part III., ed. Rev. W. W. Skeat, M.A. 18s. 

55 Generydes, a Romance, ab. 1440 a.d., ed. W. Aldis Wright, M.A. Part I. Ss. 

56. The Gest Hystoriale of the Destruction of Troy, in alliterative verse ; ed. by D. Donaldson, Esq., 

and the late Rev. G. A. Panton. Part II. 10s. 6d. 

57. The Early English Version of the “ Cursor Mundi ” ; in four Texts, edited by the Rev. R. Morris, 

M.A., LL.D. Part I, with 2 photolithographic facsimiles. 10s. 6d. 

58. The Bliokling Homilies, 971 a.d., ed. Rev. R. Morris, LL.D. Part I. 8s. 

59. The “ Cursor Mundi ” in four Texts, ed. Rev. Dr. R. Morris Part II. 15s. 

60. Meditacyuns on the Soper of our Lorde (by Robert of Brunne), edited by J. M. Cowper. 2s. 6d. 

61. The Romanoe and Propheoies of Thomas of Eroeldoune, from 5 MSS. ; ed. Dr. J. A. H. Murray. 10s. 6d. 

62. The “ Cursor Mundi,” in four Texts, ed.‘Rev. Dr. R. Morris. Part III. 15s. 

63. The Bliokling Homilies, 971 a.d., ed. Rev. Dr. R. Morris. Part II. 7s. „ 

64. Francis Thynne’s Embleames and Epigrams, a.d. 1600, ed. F. J. Fumivall. 7s. 

65. Be Domes Dsege (Bede’s De Die Judicii), Ac., ed. J. R. Lumby, B.D. 2s. », 

66. The “ Cursor Mundi,” in four Texts, ed. Rev. Dr. R. Morris. Part IV., with 2 autotypes. 10s. 1877 

67. Notes on Piers Plowman, by the Rev. W. W. Skeat, M.A. Part I. 21s. » 

68. The ‘‘Cursor Mundi,” in 4 Texts, ed. Rev. Dr. R. Morris. Part V. 25s. 1878 

69. Adam Davie’s 6 Dreams about Edward LL, Ac., ed. F. J. Fumivall, M.A. 5s. » 

70. Generydes, a Romance, ed. W. Aldis Wright, M.A. Part II. 4s. *» 

71. The Lay Folks Mass-Book, four texts, ed. Rev. Canon Simmons. 25s. 1879 

72. Palladius on Husbondrie, englisht (ab. 1420 a.d.). Part II. Ed. S. J. Herrtage, B.A. 15s. „ 

73. The Bliokling Homilies, 971 a.d., ed. Rev. Dr. R. Morris. Part III. 10s. 1880 

74. English Works of Wyclif, hitherto unprinted, ed. F. D. Matthew, Esq. 20s. „ 

75. Catholioon Anglicum, an early English Dictionary, from Lord Monson’s MS. a.d. 1483, ed., with 

Introduction A Notes, by S. J. Herrtage, B.A. ; and with a Preface by H. B. Wheatley. 20s. 1881 

76. Aelfric’s Metrical Lives of Saints, in MS. Cott Jul. E 7., ed. Rev. Prof. Skeat, M.A. Part I. 10s. „ 

77. Beowulf, the unique MS. autotyped and transliterated, edited by Prof. Zupitza, Ph.D. 25s. 1882 

78. The Fifty Earliest English Wills, in the Court of Probate, 1387-1439, ed. by F. J. Fumivall, M.A. 7s. ,, 

79. King Alfred’s Orosius, from Lord Tollemache’s 9th century MS., Part I. ed. H. Sweet, M. A. 13s. 1888 

79 5. Extra Volume. Facsimile of the Epinal Glossary, ed. H. Sweet, M.A. 15s. »» 

80. The Early-English Life of St Katherine and its Latin Original, ed. Dr. Einenkel. 12s. 1884 

81. Piers Plowman : Notes, Glossary, Ac. Part IV, completing the work, ed. Rev. Prot Skeat, M.A. 18^ „ 
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12 *. 
20 *. . 


82. Aelfrio’s Metrical Lives of Saints, MS. Cott. Jul. E 7., ed. Rev. Prof. Skeat, M.A., LL.D. Part II. 12*. 1885 

83. The Oldest English Texts, Charters, Ao., ed. H. Sweet, M.A. 20*. 

84. AfrH t**"* 1 Analogs to ‘ The Wright's Chaste Wife,' No. 12, by W. A. Clouston. 1*. 

85! The Three Kings of Cologne. 2 English Texts, and 1 Latin, ed. Dr. C. Horstmann. 17*. 

86. Prose Lives of Women Saints, ab. 1610 a.d., ed. from the unique MS. by Dr. C. Horstmann. 

87. Early English Verse Lives of Saints (earliest version), Laud MS. 108, ed. Dr. C. Horstmann. 

S8. Hy. Bradshaw's Life of St Werburghe (Pynson, 1521), ed. Dr. C. Horstmann. 10*. „ 

89. Vioes and Virtues, from the unique MS., ab. 1200 A.D., ed. Dr. P. Holthausen. Part I. 8*. 1888 

90. Anglo-Saxon and Latin Rule of St Benet, interlinear Glosses, ed. Dr. H. Logeman. 12*. 1, 

91. Two Pifteenth-Century Cookery-Books, ab. 1480-1450, edited by Mr. T. Austin. 10*. ,, 

92. Eadwine’sOanterbury Psalter, from the Trin. Cambr. MS., ab. 1150 a.d., ed. F. Harsley, B. A. Pt. 1. 1 2*. 1889 

93 Defensor’s Liber Sointillarum, edited from the MSS. by Ernest Rhodes, B.A. 12*. *» 

94* Aelfrio's Metrical Lives of Saints, MS. Cott. Jul. E 7, Part III., ed. Prof. Skeat, Litt.D., LL.D. 15*. 1890 

95. The Old-English version of Bede's Ecclesiastical History, re-ed. by Dr. Thomas Miller. Part I, § 1. 18*. ,, 

96. The Old-English version of Bede’s Ecclesiastical History, re-ed. by Dr. Thomas Miller. Pt. I, $ 2. 15*. 1891 

97. The Earliest English Prose Psalter, edited from its 2 MSS. by Dr. K. D. Buelbring. Part I. 15*. „ 

98. Minor Poems of the Vernon MS., Part I., ed. Dr. C. Horstmann. 20*. 1898 

99. Cursor MundL Part VI. Preface, Notes, and Glossary, ed. Rev. Dr. R. Morris. 10*. „ 

10o! Gapgrave’s Life of St Katharine, ed. Dr. C. Horstmann, with Forewords by Dr. Furnivall. 20*. 1893 

101. Cursor MundL Part VII. Essay on the MSS., their Dialects, Ac., by Dr. H. Hupe. 10*. „ 

102. Lanfrano’s Oirurgie, ab. 1400 a.d., ed. Dr. R. von Fleischhacker. Part I. 20*. 1894 

108. The Legend of the Cross, from a 12th century MS., Ac., id. Prof. A. S. Napier, M.A., Ph.D. 7*. 6 d. „ 

104. The Exeter Book (Anglo-Saxon Poems), re-edited from the unique MS. by I. Gollancz, M.A. Part I. 20*. 1895 

105. The Prymer or Lay-Polks* Prayer-Book, Camb. Univ. MS., ab. 1420, ed. Henry Littlehales. Part I. 10*. „ 

\06. R. Misyn’s Pire of Love and Mending of Life (Hampole), 1484, 1485, ed. Rev. R. Harvey, M.A. 15*. 1896 

107. The English Conquest of Ireland, a.d. 1166-1185, 2 Texts, 1425, 1440, Pt. I, ed. Dr. Furnivall. 15*. 

108. Child-Marriages and -Divoroes, Trothplights, Ac. Chester Depositions, 1561-6, ed. Dr. Furnivall. 15*. 1897 

109. The Prymer or Lay-Polks Prayer-Book, ab. 1420, ed. Henry Littlehales. Part II. 10*. 

110. The Old-English Version of Bede’s Eoolesiastioal History, ed. Dr. T. Miller. Part II, § 1. 15*. 

111. The Old-English Version of Bede's Eoolesiastioal History, ed. Dr. T. Miller. Part II, § 2. 15*. 

112. Merlin, Part IV : Outlines of the Legend of Merlin, by Prof. W. E. Mead, Ph.D. 15*. 

118. Queen Elisabeth's Englishings of Boethius. Plutaroh Ac. Ac., ed. Miss C. Pemberton. 15*. 

114. Aelfrio's Metrioal Lives of Saints, Part IV and last, ed. Prof. Skeat, Litt.D., LL.D. 10*. 

115. Jacob’s Well, edited from the unique Salisbury Cathedral MS. by Dr. A. Brandeis. Part I. 10*. 

116. An Old-English Martyrology, re-edited by Dr. G. Herrfeld. 10*. 

117. Minor Poems of the Vernon MS., edited by Dr. F. J. Furnivall. Part II. 15*. 

118. The Lay Polks’ Catechism, ed. by Canon Simmons and Rev. n. E. Nolloth, M.A. 5s. 

119. Robert of Brunne's Handlyng Synne (1303), and its French original, re-ed. by Dr.Fumivall. Pt. I. 10*. 

120. The Rule of St. Benet, in Northern Prose and Verse, A Caxton’s Summary, ed. Dr. E. A. Kock. 15*. 

121. The Laud MS. Troy-Book, ed. from the unique Laud MS. 595, by Dr. J. E. Wiilflng. Part I. 15*. „ 

122. The Laud MS, Troy-Book, ed. from the unique Laud MS. 595, by Dr. J. E. Wttlfing. Part II. 20*. 1903 

123. Robert of Brunne’s Handlyng Synne (1303), and its French original, re-ed. by Dr. Furnivall. Pt. II. 10*. ,, 

124. Twenty-six Political and other Poems from Digby MS. 102 Ac., ed. by Dr. J. Kail. Part I. 10*. 1904 

125. Medieval Reoords of a London City Church, ed. Henry Littlehales. Part I. 10*. »» 

126. An Alphabet of Tales, in Northern English, from the Latin, ed. Mrs. M. M. Banks. Part I. 10*. „ 

127. An Alphabet of Tales, in Northern English, from the Latin, ed. Mrs. M. M. Banks. Part II 10a. 1905 

128. Medieval Reoords of a London City Church, ed. Henry Littlehales. Part II. 10*. >» 

129. The Ew giiaii Register of Godstow Nunnery, ed. from the MSS. by the Rev. Dr. Andrew Clark. Pt. I. 10*. , , 

130. The English Register of Godstow Nunnery, ed. from the MSS. by the Rev. Dr. A. Clark. Pt. II. 15s. 190d 

131. The Brut, or The Chronicle of England, edited from the best MSS. by Dr. F. Brie. Part I. 10*. ,, 

132. John Metham’s Works, edited from the unique MS. by Dr. Hardin Craig. [At Press. » 

138. The English Register of Oseney Abbey, by Oxford, ed. by the Rev. Dr. A. Clark. Part 1. 15*. 1907 

134. The Coventry Leet Book, edited from the unique MS. by Miss M. Dormer Harris. Part I. 15*. „ 

185. The Coventry Leet Book, edited from the unique MS. by Miss M. Dormer Harris. Part II. 15*. 

1356. Extra Issue. Prof. Manly’s Piers Plowman A its Sequence, urging the fivefold authorship of the Vision. 

136. The Brut, or The Chroniole of England, edited from the best MSS. by Dr. F. Brie. Part II. 15*. , 

137. Twelfth-Century Homilies in MS. Bodley 343, ed. by A. O. Belfour, M.A. Part I, the Text. 15*. 

138. The Coventry Leet Book, edited from the unique MS. by Miss M. Dormer Harris. Part III. 15*. „ 

139. John Arderne's Treatises on Fistula in Ano, Ac., ed. by D’Arcy Power, M.D. 15*. 1910 

139 6, e , d, e, Extra Issue. The Piers Plowman Controversy: 6. Dr. Jusserand's 1st Reply to Prof. 

Manly ; c. Prof. Manly’s Answer to Dr. Jusserand ; d. Dr. Jusserand’s 2nd Reply to Prof. Manly ; 
e. Mr. R. W. Chambers's Article; f. Dr. Henry Bradley’s Rejoinder to Mr. R. W. Chambers 
(issued separately). 10*. ,, 

140. Oapgrave’s Lives of St. Augustine and St Gilbert of Sempringham, a.d. 1451, ed. by John Munro. 10*. ,, 

141. Earth upon Earth, all the known texts, ed., with an Introduction, by Miss Hilda Murray, M.A. 10*. 1911 

142. The English Register of Godstow Nunnery, edited by the Rev. Dr. Andrew Clark. Part I IT. 10*. „ 

143. The 'W ars of Alexander the Great Thornton MS., e<L J. S. Westlake M.A. 10*. 

144. The English Register of Oseney Abbey, by Oxford, edited by the Rev Dr. Andrew Clark. Part II 

10*. 1912 
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145. The Northern Paeaion, ed. by Miss F. A. Foster, Ph.D. Part I, the four parallel texts. 15*. . 1912 

146. The Coventry Leet Book, ed. Miss M. Dormer Harris. Introduction, Indexes, etc. Part IV. 10*. 1918 

147. The Northern Passion, ed. Miss F. A. Foster, Ph.D., Introduction, French Text, Variants and 

Fragments, Glossary. Part II. 15*. 

[An enlarged re-print of No. 26, Religious Pieces in Prose and Verse, from the Thornton MS ” 
edited by Rev. G. G. Perry. 5*.] *’ 

148. A Fifteenth-Century Courtesy Book and Two Franciscan Rules, edited by R. W. Chambers M a 

LittD., andW. W. Seton, M.A. 7*. 6d. * ' A ’’ m4 

149. Sixty-three Linooln Diocese Documents, ed. by tlio Rev. Dr. Andrew Clark. 15*. 

150. The Old-English Rule of Bp. Chrodegang, and the Oapitula of Bp. Theodulf, ed. Prof. Napier Ph D 

7*. 6 d. [At Press. 


EXTRA SERIES. (One guinea each year.) 

The Publications for 1867-1913 (one guinea each year) are : — 

I. William of Palerne ; or, William and the Werwolf. Re-edited by Rev. W. W. Skeat, M. A. 18*. 

II. Early English Pronunciation with especial Reference to Shakspere and Chaucer, bv A J Fill* 

F.R.S. Parti. 10*. 3 ’ * 

III. Oazton’s Book of Ourtesye, in Three Versions. Ed. F. J. Fnmivall. 5*. 

IV. Havelokthe Dane. Re-edited by the Rev. W. W. Skeat, M.A. 10*. 

V. Chaucer’s Boethius. Edited from the two best MSS. by Rev. Dr. R. Morris. 12*. 

VI. Ohevelere Assigns. Re-edited from the unique MS. by Lord Aldenham, M.A. 3*. 

VII. Early English Pronunciation, by A. J. Ellis, F.R.8. Part II. 10s. 

VIII. Queens Elizabethes Aohademy, fto. Ed. F. J. Fumivall. Essays on early Italian and Geri»«n 
Books of Courtesy, by W. M. Rossetti and Dr. E. Oswald. 18*. 

IX. Awdeley’sFraternitye of Vacabondes, Hannan’s Caveat, fto. Ed. E. Viles ft F. J. Fumivall. 7*. ed. 

X. Andrew Boorde’s Introduction of Knowledge, 1647, Dyetary of Helth, 1642, Barnes in Defenoeof 

Berde, 1642-8. Ed. F. J. Fumivall. 18*. 01 tne 

XI. Barbour’s Bruoe, Part I. Ed. from MSS. and editions, by Rev. W. W. Skeat, M.A. 12*. 

XII. England in Henry VnL’s Time : a Dialogue between Cardinal Pole A Lupset, by Thom Starkey 
Chaplain to Henry VIII. Ed. J. M. Cowper. Part II. 12*. (Part I. is No. XXXII, 1878,’ 8*.) 

XIII. A Supplioacyon of the Beggers, by Simon Fish, 1528-9 a.d., ed. F. J. Fumivall ; with A Sunnli- 

oation to our Koste Soueraigne Lorde; A Supplication of the Poore Commons: and The Dee*™ 
England by the Great Multitude of Sheep, ed. by J. M. Cowper, Esq. 6*. 7 

XIV. Early English Pronunoiation f by A. J. Ellis, Esq., F.R.S. Part III. 10*. 

XV. Robert Crowley’s Thirty-One Epigrams, Voyce of the Last Trumpet, Way to Wealth fto An 

1550-1, edited by J. M. Cowper, Esq. 12*. J * ** * n * 

XVI. Chauoer’s Treatise on the Astrolabe. Ed. Rev. W. W. Skeat, M.A. 6*. 

XVII. The Gomplaynt of Sootlande, 1549 a.d., with 4 Tracts (1542-48), ed. Dr. Murray. Part I. 10*. 
XVIII. The Oomplaynt of Sootlande, 1549 a.d., ed. Dr. Murray. Part II. 8*. 

XIX. Oure Ladyes Myroure, a.d. 1580, ed. Rev. J. H. Blunt, M.A. 24*. 

XX. Lovelioh’s History of the Holy Grail (ab. 1450 a.d.), ed. F. J. Fumivall, M. A. , Ph. D. Part I 8* 

XXI. Barbour's Bruoe, Part II., ed. Rev. W. W. Skeat, M.A. 4*. 

XXII. Henry Bnnklow’s Oomplaynt of Roderyok Mors (ab. 1542) : and The Lamentaeion of a Christian 

against the Oitie of London, made by Rodengo Mors, a.d. 1545. Ed. J. M. Cowper. 9*. Uftn 

XXIII. Early English Pronunciation, by A. J. Ellis, F.R.S. Part IV. 10*. 

XXIV. Lovelioh’s History of the Holy Grail, ed. F. J. Fumivall, M. A., Ph.D. Part II. 10*. 

XXV. Guy of Warwick, 15th-century Version, ed. Prof. Zupitza. Parti. 20*. 

XXVI. Guy of Warwiok, 15th-century Version, ed. Prof. Zupitza. Part II. 14*. 

XXVII. Bp. Fisher’s English Works (died 1585), ed. by Prof. J. E. B. Mayor. Part I, the Text. 16* 
XXVIII. Lovelioh’ s Holy Grail, ed. F. J. Fumivall, M. A., Ph.D. Part III. 10*. 

XXIX. Barbour s Bruce. Part III., ed. Rev. W. W. Skeat, M.A. 21*. 

XXX. Lovelioh’ s Holy Grail, ed. F. J. Fumivall, M.A., Ph.D. Part IV. 15*. 

XXXI. The Alliterative Romance of Alexander and Dindimus, ed. Rev W W Skeat 6* 

XXXII. Starkey’s “England in Henry Vm’s time." Pt.I. Starkey’ s Life ind Letters, ed *8 J 
XXXIII. Gesta Romanorum (englishtab. 1440), ed. S. J. Herrtage, B.A. 15*. 

XXXIV. The Charlemagne Romanoes : — 1. Sir Ferumbras, from Ashm. MS. 33, ed S J Herrtage 15* 

*0t-n. *C„ ed. S. J HeXe 12. 

XXXVI. Charlemagne Romances:— 8. Lyf of Charles the Grete, Pt. I., ed. S. J. Herrtage 16* 

XXXVII. Charlemagne Romances :-4. Lyf of Charles the Grete, Pt II., ed. S. J. Herrtage 15* 

VIH Charlemagne Romanoes :-5. The Sowdone of Babylone, ed. Dr. Hausknecht. 15* 

XXXIX. Charlemagne Romanoes :-6. Rauf Colyear, Roland, Otuel, Ac., ed. S. J. Herrtage, B.A 15* 
5*; C Jj* rl ® ma * ne 7. Huon of Burdeuz, by Lord Berners, ed. S. L. Lee, B. A. Part I. 15* 

8. Huon of Burdeuz, by Lord Berners, ed. 8. L. Lee, B. A. Pt II 15* 
°l Warwiok : 2 (Auchinleck MS. and Cains MS.), ed. Prof. Zupitza . Part I If,* 
Charlemagne Romanoes :-9. Huon of Burdeuz. by Lord Berners, ed. S. L. Lee, B.A. Pt. III. 15* 

^ t emagn w ROmftn0e ‘ ~ 10 * Th ® Four Bo,u of Aymon, ed. Miss Octavia Richardson. Pt. I 15* 

XLV. Charlemagne Romanoes : — II. The Four Sons of Aymon, ed. Miss O. Richardson. Pt II. 20*. 
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yt.vt Sir Bevis of Hamton, from the Auchinleck and other M88. f ed. Prof. B. KOlbing, Ph.D. Part I. 10*. 1886 
XLVII. The Ware of Alexander, ed. Rev. Prof. Skeat, LlttD., LL.D. 20*. 1888 

XLVIII. 8ir Bevis of Hamton, ed. Prot E. K&lbing, Pb.D. Part IL 10*. 

XLIX. Guy of Warwick, 2 texts (Auchinleck and Cains MSS.), Pt II., ed. Prof. J. Zupitza, Ph.D. 15*. 1887 

L. Oharlemasne Romances 12. Boon of Burdenx, by Lord Berners, ed. 8. L. Lee, B.A. Part IV. 5*. „ 

LI. Torrent of Portyngale, from the unique MS. in the Chetham Library, ed. E. Adam, Ph.D. 10*. „ 

LII. BuUein’s Dialogue againatthe Feuer Pestilence, 1678 (ed. 1, 1584). Ed. M. A A. H. Bullen. 10*. 1888 

LIII. Vioary'* Anatomic of the Body of Han, 1548, ed. 1577, ed. F. J. A Percy Furnivall. Part I. 15*. „ 

LIV. Caxton’s of Alain Ohartier’s Ourial, ed. Dr. F. J. Furnivall k Prof. P. Meyer. 5*. „ 

LV. Barbour's Bruoe, ed. Rev. Prof. Skeat, LittD., LL.D. Part IV. 5*. 1880 

LVI. Early English Pronunciation, by A. J. Ellis, Esq., F.R.S. Pt. V., the present English Dialects. 25*. „ 
LVII. Caxton’s Eneydos, a.d. 1490, coll, with its French, ed. M. T. Culley, M.A. k Dr. F. J. Furnivall. IS*. 1890 
LVIII. Caxton’s Blanchardyn k Eglantine, c. 1489, extracts from ed. 1595, k French, ed. Dr. L. Kellner. 17*. „ 
LIX. Guy of Warwick, 2 texts (Auchinleck and Calus MSS.), Part III., ed. Prof. J. Zupitza, Ph.D. 15*. 1891 
LX. Lydgate’s Temple of Glass, re-edited from the MSS. by Dr. J. Schick. 15*. „ 

LXI. Hoooleve’s Minor Poems, I., from the Phillipps and Durham MSS., ed. F. J. Furnivall, Ph.D. 15*. 1802 
LXII. The Chester Plays, re-edited from the MSS. by the late Dr. Hermann Deimling. Part I. 15*. „ 

LXIII. Thomas a Kempis’s De Imitations Ohristi, englisht ab. 1440, k 1502, ed. Prof. J. K. Ingram. 15*. 1893 
LXIV. Caxton’s Godfrey of Boloyne, or Last Siege of Jerusalem, 1481, ed. Dr. Mary N. Colvin. 15a „ 

LXV. Sir Bevis of Hamton, ed. Prof. E. KOlbing, Ph.D. Part III. 15*. 1894 

LXVI. Lydgate’s and Burgh's Seorees of PhilisoAres. ab. 1445—50, ed. R. Steele, B.A. 15*. „ 

LX VII. The Three Kings’ Sons, a Romance, ab. 1500, Part I., the Text, ed. Dr. Furnivall. 10*. 1805 

LXVIII. Heluaine, the prose Romance, ab. 1500, Part I, the Text, ed. A. K. Donald. 20*. ,, 

LXIX. Lydgate’s Assembly of the Gods, ed. Prof. Oscar L. Triggs, M.A., Ph.D. 15*. 1898 

LXX. The Digby Plays, edited by Dr. F. J. Furnivall. 15*. „ 

LXXI. The Towneley Plays, ed. Geo. England and A. W. Pollard, M.A. 15*. 1897 

LXXII. Hoooleve’s Regemont of Prinoes, 1411-12, and 14 Poems, edited by Dr. F. J. Furnivall. 15*. „ 

LXXIII. Hoooleve’s Minor Poems, II., from the Ashburnham MS., ed. I. Gollancz, M.A. [At Preaa. ,, 

LXXIV. Secrete Seoretorum, S prose Englishings, by Jas. Yonge, 1428, ed. R. Steele, B.A. Part I. 20*. 1898 
LXXV. Speoulum Guidonis de Warwyk, edited by Miss G. L. Morrill, M.A., Ph.D. 10*. „ 

LXXVI. George Ashby’s Poems, Ao., ed. Miss Mary Bateson. 15*. 1899 

LXXVII. Lydgate's DeGuilleville's Pilgrimage of the Life of Man, 1428, ed. Dr. F. J. Furnivall. Part I. 10*. „ 
LXXVIII. The Life and Death of Mary Magdalene, by T. Robinson, c. 1820, ed. Dr. H. O. Sommer. 5*. „ 

LXXIX. Caxton’s Dialogues, English and Frenoh, c. 1488, ed. Henry Bradley, M.A. 10*. 1900 

LXXX. Lydgate's Two Hightingale Poems, ed. Dr. Otto Glauning. 5*. „ 

LXXXI. Gower’s Confessio Amantis, edited by G. C. Macaulay, M.A. Vol. I. 15*. „ 

LXXXII. Gower’s Confessio Amantis, edited by G. C. Macaulay, M.A. Vol. II. 15*. 1901 

LXXXI II. Lydgate’s DeGuilleville’s Pilgrimage of the Life of Man, 1428, ed. Dr. F. J. Furnivall. Pt II. 10*. „ 
LXXXI V. Lydgate’s Reason and Sensuality, edited by Dr. E. Sieper. Part I. 5*. „ 

LXXXV. Alexander Soott's Poems, 1568, from the unique Edinburgh MS., ed. A. K. Donald, B.A. 10*. 1902 
LXXXVI. William of Shoreham’ s-Poems, re-ed. from the unique MS. by Dr. M. Konrath. Part I. 10*. „ 

LXXXVII. Two Coventry Corpus-Ohristi Plays, re-edited by Hardin Craig, M.A. 10*. „ 

LXXXVIII. Le Morte Arthur, re-edited from the Harleian MS. 2252 by Prof. Bruce, Ph.D. 15*. 1903 

LXXXIX. Lydgate’s Reason and Sensuality, edited by Dr. E. Sieper. Part II. 15*. „ 

XC. English Fragments from Latin Medieval Servioe-Books, ed. by Hy. Littlehales. 5*. „ 

XCI. The Macro Plays, from Mr. Gurney’s unique MS., ed. Dr. Furnivall and A. W. Pollard, M.A. 10*. 1904 
XC1I. Lydgate’s DeGuileville’s Pilgrimage of the Life of Man, Part III., ed. Miss Locock. 10*. „ 

XCIII. Lovelich’s Romance of Merlin, from the unique MS., ed. Dr. E. A. Kock. Part I. 10*. ,, 

XCIV. Respublioa, a Play on Social England, a.d. 1553, ed. L. A. Magnus, LL.B. 12*. 1905 

XCV. Lovelioh’s History of the Holy Grail, Pt. V. : The Legend of the Holy Grail, by Dorothy Kempe. 6*. „ 

XCVI. Mirk's Festial, edited from the MSS. by Dr. Erbe. Part I. 12*. „ 

XCVII. Lydgate’s Troy Book, edited from the best MSS. by Dr. Hy. Bergen. Part I, Books land II. 15*. 1906 
XCVI II. Skelton’s Magnyfyoenoe, edited by Dr. R. L. Ramsay, with an Introduction. 7*. Od. „ 

XCIX. The Romanoe of Emare, re-edited from the MS. by Miss Edith Rickert, Ph.D. 7*. M. „ 

C. The Harrowing of Hell, and The Gospel of Nioodemus, re-ed. by Prof. Hultne, M.A., Ph.D. 15*. 1907 

Cl. Songs, Carols, Ao., from Richard Hill’s Balliol M8., edited by Dr. Roman Dyboski. 15*. „ 

CII. Fromptorium Parvulorum, the 1st English- Latin Dictionary, ed. Rev. A. L. Mayhew, M.A. 21*. 1908 

CIII. Lydgate’s Troy Book, edited from the best MSS. by Dr. Hy. Bergen. Part II, Book III. 10*. „ 

CIV. The Mon-Cycle Mystery Plays, re-edited by O. Waterhouse, M.A. 15*. 1909 

CV. The Tale of Beryn, with the Pardoner and Tapster, ed. Dr. F. J. Furnivall and W. G. Stone. 15*. „ 

CVI. Lydgate’s Troy Book, edited from the best MSS. by Dr. Hy. Bergen. Part III. 15*. 1910 

CVII. Lydgate’s Minor Poems, edited by Dr. H. N. MacCracken. Part I, Religious Poems. 15* [At Preaa. „ 
CVIII. Lydgate's Siege of Thebes, re-edited from the MSS. by Prof. Dr. A. Erdmann. Pt I, The Text 15*. 1911 
CIX. Partonope, re-edited from its 3 MSS. by Dr. A. T. Bodtker. The Texts. 15*. „ 

CX.(Oaxton's Mirrour of the World, with all the woodcuts, ed. by O. H. Prior, M. A., Litt D. 15*. 1912 

CXI. Caxton’s History of Jason, the Text, Part I, ed. by John Munro. 15*. „ 

CXII. Lovelioh’s Romanoe of Merlin, ed. from the unique MS. by Prof. E. A. Kock, Ph.D. 15*. 1913 

CXIII. Poems by Sir John Salusbury, Robert Chester, and others, from Christ Church MS. 184, &e., ed. 

by Prof. Carleton Brown, Ph.D. 15*. „ 
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EARLY ENGLISH TEXT SOCIETY TEXTS PREPARING. 

Besides the Texts named as at press on p. 10 of the Early English Text Society’s last 
Announcements, the following Texts are also slowly preparing for the Society : — 

ORIGINAL SERIES. 

The Earliest English Prose Psalter, ed. Dr. K. D. Buelbring. Part II. 

The Earliest English Verse Psalter, 3 texts, ed. Rev. R. Harvey, M.A. 

Anglo-Saxon Poems, from the Vercelli MS., re-edited by Prof. I. Gollancz, MA. 

Anglo-Saxon Glosses to Latin Prayers and Hymns, edited by Dr. F. Holthausen. 

All the Anglo-Saxon Homilies and Lives of Saints not accessible in English editions, including those or the 
Vercelli MS, Ac., edited by Prof. Napier, M.A., Ph.D. 

The englisht Disoiplina Olerioalis, Worcester Cathedral MS. 172, ed. Prof. W. H. Hulme, Ph.D. 

The Statutes of Black Roger, Worcester Cathedral MS. 172, ed. Prof. W. H. Hulme, Ph.D. 

The Anglo-Saxon Psalms; all the MSS. in Parallel Texts, ed. Dr. H. Logeman and F. Harsley, B.A. 
Beowulf, a critical Text, &c., edited by a Pupil of the late Prof. Zupitza, Ph.D. 

Byrhtferth’s Handboo, ed. by Prof. G. Hempl. 

Early English Confessionals, ed. Dr. E. von Fleischhacker. 

The Seven Sages, in the Northern Dialect, from a Cotton MS., edited by Dr. Squires. 

The Master of the Game, a Book of Huntynge for Hen. V. when Prince of Wales, ed. G. A. Beacock, B.A. 
Ailred’s Rule of Nuns, Ao., edited from the Vernon MS., by the Eev. Canon H. E. Bramley, M.A. 

A Lapidary, from Lord Tollemache's MS., Ac., edited by Dr. E von Fleischhacker. 

Early English Deeds and Documents, from unique MSS., ed. Dr. Lorenz Morsbach. 

Gilbert Banastre's Poems, and other Boocaooio englishings, ed. by Prof. Dr. Max Fbrster. 

Lanfranc's Oirurgie, ab. 1400 a. d., ed. Dr. B. von Fleischhacker, Part II. 

William of Nassington’s Mirror of Life, from Jn. of Waldby, edited by J. A. Herbert, M.A. 

Early Canterbury Wills, edited by William Cowper, B.A., and J. Meadows Cowper. 

Alliterative Propheoies, edited from the MSS. by Prof. Brandi, Ph.D. 

Miscellaneous Alliterative Poems, edited from the MSS. by Dr. L. Morsbach. 

Bird and Beast Poems, a collection from MSS., edited by Dr. K. D. Buelbring. 

Soire Mori, Ao., from the Lichfield MS. 16, ed. Mrs. L. Grindon, LL.A., and Mrs. R. Taylor. 

Hioholas Trivet’s French Qhroniole, from Sir A. Acland-Hood’s unique MS., ed. by F. W. Clarke, M.A. 

Early English Homilies in Harl. 2276, Ac., c. 1400, ed. J. Friedl&nder. 

Extracts from the Registers of Boughton, ed, Hy. Littlehales, Esq. 

The Diary of Prior Moore of Worcester, a.d. 1518-35, from the unique MS., ed. Henry Littlehales, Esq. 

The Pore Oaitif, edited from its MSS., by Mr. Peake. 

Trevisa’s englisht Vegetius on the Art of War, MS. 30 Magd. Coll. Oxf., ed. L. C. Wharton, M.A. 

Poems attributed to Eiohard Maydenstone, from MS. Bawl. A 389, edited by Dr. W. Heuser. 

Knighthood and Battle, a verse-Vegetius from a Pembroke Coll. MS., Cambr., ed. Dr. R. Dyboski. 

Othea and Heotor, 3 texts— 2 from MSS., 1 from Wyer’s print, edited by Hy. N. MacCracken, Ph.D. 

Miner Poems of the Vernon MS. Part 111. Introduction and Glossary by H. Hartley, M.A. 

Sir David Lyndesay’s Works. Part VI. and last. Edited by the Rev. Wm. Bayne, M.A. [At Prett. 

Prayers and Devotions, from the unique MS. Cotton Titus C. 19. ed. Hy. Littlehales Esq. [Copied. 

The Brut, or The Chronioles of England, edited from the best MSS. by Dr. F. Brie. Part III. Notes, Ac. 

The Laud Troy-Book, edited from the unique MS. Laud 595, by Dr. J. Ernst WUlfliig. Part III. 

Robert of Brunne’s Handlyng Synne (1803), and its French original. Part III. 

Vices and Virtues, from the unique MS., ah. 1200 a.d., ed. Prof. Dr. F. Holthausen, Part II. [At Prest. 
Twelfth-Century Homilies in MS. Bodley 343, ed. A. O. Belfour, M. A., Part II. 

EXTRA SERIES. 

Bp. Fisher's English Works, Pt. II., with his Life and Letters, ed. Rev. Ronald Bayne. M.A. [At Preu. 

Sir Tristrem, from the unique Auchinleck MS., edited by George F. Black. 

De Guilleville’s Pilgrimage of the Sowle, edited by Mr. Hans Koestner. 

Vicary’s Anatomie, 1548, from the unique MS. copy by George Jeans, edited by F. J. A Percy Furnivall. 
Vioary’s Anatomie, 1648, ed. 1577, edited by F. J. A Percy Furnivall. Part II. 

A Oompilaoion of Surgerye, from H. de Mandeville and Lanfrank, a.d. 1892, ed. Dr. J. F. Payne. 

William Staunton’s St Patriok's Purgatory, Ae., ed. Mr. G, P. Krapp, U.S.A. 

Trevisa’s Bartholomseus de Proprietatibus Rerum, re-edited by Dr. R. von Fleischhacker. 

Bulloin’s Dialogue against the Feuer Pestilence, 1564, 1673, 1678. Ed. A. H. and M. Sullen. Part 11. 

The Romanoe of Bootus and Bidrao, edited from the MSS. by Dr. K. D. Buelbring. 

The Romanoe of Olariodus, and Sir Amadas, re-edited from the MSS. by Dr. K. D. Buelbring. 

8ir Degrevant, edited from the MSS. by Dr. K. Luick. 

Robert of Brunne’s Ohronioie of England, from the Inner Temple MS., ed. by Prof. W. E. Mead, Ph.D. 
Avowynge of Arthur, re-edited from the unique Ireland MS. by Dr. K. D. Buelbring. 

Guy of Warwiok, Copland’s version, edited by a pupil of the late Prof. Zupitza, Ph.D. 

Awdelay’s Poems* re-edited from the unique MS. Douce 302, by Prof. Dr. E. Wftlflng. 

The Wyse Ohylde and other early Treatises on Education, Northwich School, Harl. 2099, Ac., ed. G. Collar, B. A . 
Oaxton’s Dictes and Sayengis of Philoaophirs, 1477, with Lord Tollemache’s MS. version, ed. S. I. Butler, Kaq- 
Lydgate’s Lyfe of oure Lady, ed. by Prof. Georg Fiedler, Ph.D. 

Lydgate’s Life of St Edmund, edited from the MSS. by Dr. Axel Erdmann. 
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(I. TEXT OF THE POEM) 


RE-EDITED from COTTON MS. NERO, A. x., in the BRITISH MUSEUM, 


BY 

RICHARD MORRIS, 


$tebi«*b in 1897, anb farter in 1912, by I. Gollancz, 


LONDON : 

PUBLISHED FOR THE EARLY ENGLISH TEXT SOCIETY, 

BY KEGAN PAUL, TRENCH, TRUBNER & CO., Ltd., 

BROADWAY HOUSE, LUDGATE HILL, E.C. 

AND BY HUMPHREY MILFORD, OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS, 

AMEN CORNER, K.C., AND IN NEW YORK. 

1864. 

[Reprinted 1869, 1893 ; with revised text 1897, 1905, 1908 , 1910, 1912, 1915.] 
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PREFACE TO THE FIRST EDITION 


In re-editing the present roinance-poem I have been saved 
all labour of transcription by using the very accurate text 
contained in Sir F. Madden’s “ Syr Gawayne.” 

I have not only read his copy with the manuscript, but 
also the proof-sheets as they came to hand, hoping by this 
means to give the reader a text free from any errors of tran- 
scription. 

The present edition differs from that of the earlier one in 
having the contractions of the manuscript expanded and side- 
notes added to the text to enable the reader to follow with 
some degree of ease the author’s pleasant narrative of Sir 
Gawayne’ s adventures. 

The Glossary is taken from Sir F. Madden’s “ Syr Ga- 
wayne,” 1 to which, for the better interpretation of the text, 
I have made several additions, and have, moreover, glossed 
nearly all the words previously left unexplained. 

For a description of the Manuscript, and particulars relat- 
ing to the authorship and dialect of the present work, the 
reader is referred to the preface to Early English Alliterative 
Poems . 

R. M. 

London, 

December 22, 1864. 

1 Sir F. Madden has most generously placed at the disposal of the Early 
English Text Society any of his works which it may determine tib re-edit. 

At Dr. Fumivall’s request I revised the text in 1897, 
as a preliminary to a revision of the whole apparatus. Last 
year some further revision was carried through. The revised 
Glossary, &c., is still at press. 

I. G. 
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SYR GAWAYN AND THE GRENE KNY3>T. 


[FYTTE THE FIRST.] 

I. 


Qifen fe sege & fe assaut wat$ sesed at Troye, 

^ ])e borj brittened & brent to bronde 3 & aske^, 


pe tulk fat f e trammes of tresoun \er wrojt, 


[Fol. 91a.J 
After the siege of 
Troy 


4 Watj tried for his tricherie, fe trewest on erthe ; 

Hit wat 3 Ennias fe atliel, & his high/? kynde, 

J?at sifen depreced prouinces, & patrounes bicome 
Weinke of al f e wele in fe west iles, 

8 Fro riche Romulus to Rome ricchis hym swyfe, Romulus built 
'With gret bobbaunce fat bur 3 e he biges vpon fyrst, 


& neUenes hit liis aune Dome, as hit now hat ; 
Ticius to Tuskau, & teldes bigynnes; 

12 Langaberde in Lumbardie lyftes vp homes ; 

& fer ouer fe French flod Felix Brutu* 

On mony bonkkes ful brode Bretayn he sette 3 , 
wyth wywne ; 

16 Where werre, & wrake, & wonder, 

Bi syfe 3 hat 3 wont fer-inne, 

& oft bof e blysse & blunder 
Ful skete hat 3 skyl‘ted synne. 


and Felix Brutus 
founded Britain, 


a land of war and 
wonder. 


and oft of bliss 
and blunder. 


II. 

20 Ande quen f is Bretayn wat; bigged bi f is burn rych, 

Bolde bredden f er-inne, baret bat lofden, Bold men in- 

* creased in tho 

In mony turned tyme tene fat wro 3 ten ; 

Mo ferlyes on f is folde han fallen here oft 
2 
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CHRISTMAS AT ARTHUR’S COURT. 


and many mar- 
vels happened. 

Of all Britain’s 
kings Arthur was 
the noblest. 


[Pol. 916.] 


Listen a while 
and ye shall hear 
the story of an 
“ outrageous ad- 
venture." 


Arthur held at 
Camelot his 
Christmas feast, 

with all the 
knights of the 
Round Table, 


full fifteen days. 


All was joy in 
hall and chamber, 


among bra/e 
knights and 
lovely ladies. 


the happiest 
under heaven. 


32 


36 


24 pen in any o fer fat I wot, syn fat ilk tyme. 

Bot of alle fat here bult of Bretaygne kyngeg 
Ay wat3 Arthur f e hendest, as I haf herde telle 3 
For-fi an aunter in erde I attle to schawe, 

28 1 Joat a selly in-s^t surnrne men hit holden, 
j&jm outtrage awenture of Arthure^ wondere ^ } 
wyl lysten f is laye hot on littel quile, 

I schal telle hit, as-tit, as I in toun herde, 
vrith tonge ; 

As hit is stad & stoken, 

In stori stif & stronge, 

With lei letteres loken, 

In londe so hat3 hen Ion geTJ 

III. 

J)is kyng lay at Catnylot vpon kryst-masse, 

With mony luflych lorde, lede3 of fe hest, 

Rekenly of fe round e table alle fo rich h refer, 

40 With rych reuel ory3t, & rechles merfes; 
per tonmayed tulkes bi-tyme3 ful mony, 
lusted ful Iolile f ise gent-yle kni3tes, 

Syf en kayred to f e court, caroles to make. 

44 For fer f e fest wat3 ilyche ful fiften dayes, 

With alle f e mete & f e mirf e fat men couf e a-vyse ; 
Such glaumande gle glorio?^ to here, 

Dere dyn vp-on day, daunsyng on ny3tes, 

•48 A 1 wat3 hap vpon he3e in halle3 & chamhre3, 

With lorde3 & ladies, as leuest him f 03t ; 

IpWitn all f e wele of f e worlde fay woned fer samen. 
pe most kyd kny3te3 vnder kryste seluen, 

52 & fe louelokkest ladies fat euer lif haden, 

& he f e comlokest kyng fat fe court haldes ; 

Fer al wat3 fis fayre folk in her first age, 
on sille ; 

56 pe hapnest vnder heuen, 

Kyng hy3est mon of wylle. 
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the celebration op the new year. 
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Hit were 1 now grefc nye to neuen 
So hardy a here on hi Ue ^7 

IV. 

60 Wyle nw jer wat3 so jep fat hit watj nwe cummen, 
Jjat day doubble on fe dece wat^ fe douth serued, 
Fro fe kyng wat^ cummen with kny3tes in to f e halle, 
J3e chauntre of f e chapel cheued to an ende ; 

64 Loude crye wat3 fer kest of clerke3 & ofer, 

Nowel nayted o-newe, neuened ful ofte ; 

& syfen riche forth runnen to reche honde-selle, 
3e$ed seres ?iftes on hi3, 3elde hem hi hond, 

68 Debated busyly ahoute fo giftes ; 

Ladies la3ed ful loude, f 03 fay lost haden, 

& he fat wan wat3 not wrothe, fat may 30 wel trawe. 
Alle f is mirf e fay maden to f e mete tyme ; 

72 When fay had waschen, worfyly fay wenten to sete, 
beLest burne ay abof, as hit best semed ; 

/ Whtme Guenore ful gay, grayf ed in f e myddes, 
Dressed on f e dere des^dubbed al ahoute, 

76 Smal sendal bisides, a selure hir ouep ' 

Of tryed Tolouse, of Tars tapites in-noghe, 

J)at were enhrawded & beten wyth fe best gemmes, 
bat my3t be preued of prys wyth penyes to bye, 

80 in daye 

be comlokest to discrye, 
ber glent with y$en gray, 

A semloker fat eucr he sy3e, 

84 Soth mo3t no mon say. 


V. 

Bot Arthure wolde not ete til al were serued, 

He wat3 so Ioly of his Ioyfnes, & sum-quat child- 
gered, 

His lif liked hym ly3t, he louied fe lasse 
88 Aufer to longe 2 lye, or to longe sitte, 

1 MS. werere. 8 MS. lenge. 


They celebrate 
the New Year 
with great Joy. 


[Pol. 92.] 


Gifts are de« 
manded and be- 
stowed. 


Lords and ladies 
take their seats 
at the table. 


Queen Guenever 
appears gaily 
dressed. 


A lady fairer cf 
form might no 
one say lie had 
‘ever before seen. 


Arthur would 
not eat. 


nor would he 
long sit 
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ARTHUR LONGS FOR AN ADVENTURE. 


until he had wit* 
n e88ed a “ won- 
drous adventure ** 
of some kind. 


So bi-sied him his ^onge blod & his brayn wylde ; 
& also anof er maner meued him eke, 

J?at he Jmr 3 nobelay had nomen, he wolde neuer ete 
92 Ypon such a dere day, er hym deuised were 
Of su?n auenturae fyng an vncoufe tale, 

Of sum mayn meruayle, fat he my 3 t trawe, 

Of 1 alderes, of armes, of o per auenturne, 

96 Ofer sum segg hym bi-so 3 t of sum siker kny 3 t, 

To Ioyne wyth hym in iustyng, in Ioparde to lay, 
Lede lif for lyf, leue vehon oper, 


s fortune wolde fulsun horn pe fayrer to haue. 


100 J3is wat 3 [fe] kynges countenaunce where he in 


conrt were, 


At vch f arand fest among his fre meny, 
[Foi. 92&.J in halle ; 

of fa< * 80 . ber-fore of face so fere, 

bold makes much * 

mirth with all. 104 He gtif ^ sta H e> 

Ful 3 ep in fat nw 3 ere, 

Much mirthe he mas with alle. 


VI. 

with h^s^knights Thus per stondes in stale f e stif kyng his-seluen, 
108 Talkkande bifore pe hy 3 e table of trifles ful hende ; 
Gawayne, There gode Gawan wat 3 grayf ed, Gwenore bisyde, 

Agravayn, & Agrauayn a la dure mayn on fat oper syde sittes, 

Bof e f e kynges sister sunes, & ful siker kn^tes ; 
SyJ op Bawde ' 112 Bischop Bawdewyn abof bi-gine 3 f e table, 
ou^heda^. sit & Ywan, Vryn son, ette wit hym-seluen ; 

bise were dijt on f e des, & derworf ly serued, 

& sif en mony siker segge at f e sidborde 3 . 
Thefimcoursa 116 ben fe first cots come with crakkyng of trumpes, 
cracking °f trum- Wyth mony baner ful bry 3 t, fat fer-bi henged, 
Kwe nakryn noyse with fe noble pipes, 

Wylde werbles & wy 3 t wakned lote, 

120 bat mony liert ful h^e hef at her towches • 

1 Of of, in MS. 
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Dayntes dryuen fer-wyth of ful dere metes, 
Foysouw of fe fresche, & on so fele disches, 
pat pine to fynde fe place fe peple bi-forne 
124 For to sette fe sylu^ren, 1 fat sere sewes halden, 
on clothe ; 

Iche lede as he loued hy?w-selue 
per laght wzt/i-outen lof e, 

128 Ay two had disches twelue, 

Good her, & bry 3 t wvn bofe. 


J 


< v^> v 

p<? 


VII. 

Now wyl I of hor seruise say yow no more, 

For vch wy 3 e may wel wit no wont fat fer were. 
132 An ofer noyse ful newe ne 3 ed hiliue, 

pat fe lude my 3 t haf leue lif-lode to each; 

For vnefe wat 3 no y ce no ^ a whyle sesed, 

& f e fyrst cource in f e court kyndely serued, 

136 per hales in at fe halle dor an aghlich mayster, 
On f e most on f e molde on mesure hyghe ; 

Fro fe swyre to fe swange so sware & so file, 

& his lyndes & his lymes so longe & so grete, 

140 Half etayn in erde I hope fat he were; 

Bot mon most I algate my/in hym to bene, 

& fat f e myriest in his muckel fat my 3 t ride ; 

For of hak & of brest al were his bodi stume, 

144 Bot his wombe & his wast were worthily smale, 

& alle his fetures fo^ande, in forme fat he hade, 
ful clene ; 

/Forwonder of his hwe mew hade, 

148 Set in his semblauwt sene ; 

He ferde as freke were fade, 

& ouer-al enker greiieTJ 

VIII. 

Ande al grayf ed in grene f is gome & his wedes, 
152 A stray t cote **nl stre 3 t, fat stek on his sides, 


1 MS. sylnener. 


It consisted of all 
dainties in sea- 
son. 


Each two had 
dishes twelve. 


good beer and 
bright wine both. 


There was no 
want of any- 
thing. 


Scarcely had the 
first course com- 
menced. 


when there 
rushes in at the 
hall-door a 
knight j 


the tallest on 
earth 
[Fol. 98.] 

he must have 
been. 


His back and 
breast were 
great, 

but his belly and 
waist were small. 


He was aotheci 
entirely in green. 
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A HORSE, GREEN AS GRASS, 



His spurs were of 
bright gold. 




His saddle was 
embroidered 
with birds and 
flies. 


The foal that he 
rode upon was 
green; 


it was a steed full 
stiff to guide. 


['FoL 93k] 


Gaily was the 
knight attired. 


His great beard, 
like a bush, hung 
on his breast. 


A mere maiitile abof, mensked wM-iwne, 

With pelure pured apert, f e pane ful clene, 

WitJi, blyfe blauwner ful bry^t, & his hod bofe, 
156 J)at wat 3 la;tfrohislokke 3 , &layde on his schulderes ; 
Heme-wel haled hose of fat same grene, 

J?at spenet on his sparlyr, & clene spures vnder, 

Of bry 3 t golde, vpon silk hordes, barred ful ryche, 
160 & scholes vnder schankes, fere fe schalk rides ; 

& alle his vesture uerayly wat 3 clene ve?-dure, 

Bof e f e barres of his belt & of er blyf e stones, 

])at were richely rayled in his aray clene, 

164 Aboutte hyw-self & his sadel, vpon silk werke 3 , 
J?at were to tor for to telle of tryfles f e halue, 
bat were enbrauded abof, wyth bryddes & flyjes, 
With gay gaudi of grene, f e golde ay in myddes ; 
168 j)e pendauwtes of his payttrure, fe proude cropure, 
His molaynes, & alle f e metail anamayld was fewne, 
be steropes fat he stod on, stayned of f e same, 

& his arsounj al after, & his af el sturtes, 

172 bat euer gleme?*ed & glent al of grene stones, 
be foie fat he ferkkes on, fyn of fat ilke, 
sertayn ; 

A grene hors gret & f ikke, 

176 A stede ful stif to strayne, 

In brawden brydel quik, 

To fe gome he wat 3 ful gayn. 

IX. 

Wei gay wat 3 fis gome gered in grene, 

180 & f e here of his hed of his hors swete ; 

Fayrc fannand fax vmbe-foldes his schulderes ; 

A much herd as 1 a busk ouer his brest henges, 
ba^ wyth his h^lich here, fat of his hed reches, 
184 Wat 3 euesed al vmbe-tome, a-bof liis elbowes, 

1 MS. as as. 
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pa,t half his arn^esj^r vnder were halched in fe wyee 
Of a kywge^ capacjos, fat closes his swyre. 
pe mane of fat mayn hors much to hit lyke, 

188 Wei cresped & cemmed wyth knottes ful mony, 
Folden in wyth fildore ahoute f e fayro grene, 

Ay a herle of f e here, an o per of golde ; 

^ pe tayl & his toppyng twywnen of a sute, 

192 & bounden bofe wyth a hande of a bry 3 t grene, 
Dubbed wyth ful dere stone 3 , as f e dok lasted, 
Syf en frqyen wyth a fwong a f warle knot alofte, 

e ony bellej ful bry 3 t of brende golde rungen. 
a foie vpon folde, ne freke fat hym rydes, 
x neuer sene in fat sale wyth sy^t er fat tyme, 
with y 3 e ; 

He loked as layt so ly^t, 

200 So sayd al fat hym sy 3 e, 

Hit semed as no mon myjt, 

Vnder his dyntte 3 dry 3 e. / 


X. 


Whefer hade he no helme ne hawb[e]rgli naufer, 
204 He no pysan, ne no plate fat pented to armes, 

He no schafte, ne no schelde, to schwue ne to smyte, 
Bot in his on honde he hade a holyn bobbe, 

J)at is grattest in grene, when greue 3 ar bare, 

208 & an ax in his ofer, a hoge & vn-mete, 

A spetos sparf e to expoun in spelle quo-so my 3 t ; 
pe hede of an eh^erde fe large lenkfe hade, 
pe grayn al of grene stele & of golde hewen, 

212 pe bit bumyst bry 3 t, with a brod egge, 

As wel schapen to schere as scharp rasores ; 
pe stele of a stif staf f e stume hit bi-grypte, 

J3at wat 3 wounden wyth ym to fe wande 3 ende, 
216 & al bigrauen with grene, in gracios 1 werkes , 

1 MS. gracos. 


The hone’s man* 
was decked with, 
golden threads. 


Its tail was 
bound with » 
green band. 


Such a foal nor a 
knight were never 
before seen. 


It seemed that no 
man might en- 
dure his dints. 


The knight car- 
ried neither spear 
nor shield. 


In one hand wae 
a holly bough, 


in the other an 
axe. 


the edge of wmcfr 
was as keen as a 
sharp razor. 


[Fol. 94.] 

and the handle 
was encased in 
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THE GREEN KNIGHT ASKS FOR THE KING. 


iron, curiously 
“graven with 
green, in gracious 
works.” 


Thus arrayed the 
Green Knight 
enters the hall. 


without saluting 
any one. 


He asks for the 
“ governor ” of 
the company, 


and looks for the 
most renowned. 


Much they mar- 
vel to see a man 
and a horse 


as green as grass. 


Never before had 
they seen such a 
sight as this. 


They were afraid 
to answer. 


and were as 
silent m if sleep 
had taken pos- 
session of them ; 


some from fear 
and others from 
courtesy. 


A lace lapped aboute, fat louked at f e hede, 

& so after f e halme hatched ful ofte, 

Wyth tryed tassele 3 ferto tacched iw-noghe, 

220 On botouw 3 of f e bry 3 t grene brayden ful ryche. 
r J)is haf el helde 3 liy m in, & f e halle entres, 
Driuande to f e he 3 e dece, dut he no wof e, 

Haylsed he neuer one, bot hej^he oner loked. 

224 \)e fyrst word fat he warpj“\nier is,” he sayd, 

“ J?e gouerno?*r of f is gyng 1 gladly I wolde 
Se fat segg in sy 3 t, & with liy m self speke 
raysou?r” J 

228 To kny 3 te 3 he kest his y 3 e, 

& reled hyw vp & doun, 

He stemmed & con studie, 

Quo wait f er most renoun. 

XI. 

232 Tlier wat 3 lokyng on lenfe, f e lude to be-holde, 
For veil mow had meruayle quat hit mene my 3 t, 
J3at a haf el & a horse my 3 t such a hwe lach, 

As growe grene as f e gres & grener hit semed, 

236 J)en grene aumayl on golde lowande bry 3 t er ; 

A1 studied fat f er stod, & stalked hy m nerre, 
"Wytli al fe wonder of fe worlde, what he worch 
scliulde. 

For fele sellye 3 had fay sen, bot such neuer are, 
240 For-f i for fantouni & fayry 3 e f e folk fere hit demed; 
J)er-fore to answare wat 3 ar 3 e mony af el freke, 

& al stouned at his steuen, & stonstil seten, 
IiVjft>swoghe-sylence fur 3 fe sale riche 
244 jiw-M were slypped vpon slepe so slaked hor lotej 
^ in hy 3 e. 

I deme hit not al for doute, 

Bot sum for cortaysye : 

248 Bot let liym fat al schulde loute, 

Cast vnto fat wy;e/J 
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XII. 

pmn Arfonrbifore fe hi^decefatauenturebyholdej, 
& rekenly hy?n reuerenced, for rad was he neuer, 
252 & sayde, “ wy 3 e, welcura iwys to fis place, 
pe hede of fis ostel Artho?^r I hat ; 

L^t luflych adoun, & lenge, I f e praye, 

& quat so f y wylle is, we schal wyt after.” [syttes, 
256 “ Nay, as help me,” quod fe hafel, “he fat on hy 3 e 
To wone any quyle in fis won, hit wat 3 not my n 
Bot for fe los of fe lede is lyft yp so hy 3 e, [ernde ; 
& f y bur 3 & fy bumes best ar holden, 

260 Stifest vnder stel-gere on stedes to ryde, 

pe wy 3 test & fe worfyest of p e worldes kynde, 
Preye for to play wyth in o per pure layke 3 , 

& here is kydde eortaysye, as I haf herd carp, 

264 & fat hat 3 ' wayned me hider, I-wyis, at f is tyme. 
3e may be seker bi fis braunch fat I bere here, 
pat I passe as in pes, & no ply 3 t seche ; 

For had I founded in fere, in fe 3 tywg wyse, 

268 I haue a hauberghe at home & a helrne bof e, 

A schelde, & a scharp spere, schinande bry 3 t, 

Ande of er weppenes to welde, .1 wene wel als, 

Bot for I wolde no were, my wede 3 ar softer. 

272 Bot if fou be so bold as alle burne 3 tellen, 
poxi wyl grant me godly fe gomen fat I ask, 
bi ry3t.” 

Arthowr con onsware, 

276 & sayd, “ air cortays kny 3 t, 

If fou craue batayl bare, 

Here faylej fou not to f}’3t.” 

XIII. 

" Nay, frayst I no fy 3 t, in fayth I f e telle, 

280 Hit am aboute on fis bench bot berdle 3 chylder ; 
If I were hasped in armes on a he 3 e stede, 

Here is no mon me to mach, for my 3 te 3 sa 1 wayke. 
» MS. fo. 


Arthur salutes 
the Green 
Knight, 


[Fol. 946.] 
bids him wel- 
come, and invites 
him to stay 
awhile. 


The knight says 
that he will not 
tarry. 


He seeks the 
most valiant that 
he may try him. 


He comes in 
peace. 


At home, how- 
ever, he has both 
shield and spear. 


Arthur assures 
him that he shall 
not fail to And an 
opponent worthy 


“I seek no fight 
says the knight. 
“ * Here are only 
beardless chil- 
dren.’ 

Here is no man 
to match me. 
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Here are brave 
ones many. 


if any be bold 
enough to * strike 
a stroke for an- 
other,* 


this axe shall be 
cus; 

[Fol. 95. J 


but I shall give 
him a ‘stroke* in 
return 


within a twelve- 
month and a 
day.** 


Fear kept all 
silent. 


The knight rolled 

his red eyes 

about, 

and bent his 

bristly green 

brows. 

Waving his beard 
awhile, he ex- 
claimed : 


“What! Is this 
Arthur's court 0 


Forsooth the 
-enown of the 
Round Table is 
overturned ‘with 
a word of one 
man’s speech.* ** 


THE BEQUEST OF THE GREEN KNIGHT. 




*-j?y I craue in Jris conrt a crystemas gomen, 

284 For hit is 30I & nwe 3er, & here ar $ep mony ; 

If any so hardy in Jris h.ous holde} hyra-seluen, 

Be so bolde in his blod, braynf-wod] 1 in hys hede, 
Jjat dar stifly strike a strok for an oJ>er, 

288 I schal gif hym of my gyft J?ys giseme ryche, 

J)is ax, fat is heue in-nogh, to hondele as by m lykes, 
& I schal bide J?e fyrst bur, as bare as I sitte. 

If any freke be so felle to fonde J?at I telle, 

292 Lepe ly3tly me to, & lach Jris weppen, 

I quit-clayme hit for eu er, kepe hit as his auen, 

& I schal stonde hym a strok, stif on Jris flet, 

Ellej J>ou wyl di3t me J>e dom to dele hym an 0} \er, 
barlay ; 

& 3et gif hym respite, 

A twelmonyth & a day ; 

Now hy3e, & let se tite 
Dar any her-inne 03t say.”/ 

XIY. 


296 


300 


If he hem stowned vpon fyrst, stiller were J?anno 
Alle )>e hered-men in halle, J>e hy3 & J?e 1036 ; 

J5e renk on his rounce hym ruched in his sadel, 

304 & runisch-ly his rede y3en he reled aboute, 

Bende his bresed bro3e3, blycande grene, 

Wayued his berde for to wayte quo-so wolde ryse. 
When non wolde kepe hym with carp he co3ed ful hy3e, 
308 Ande rimed hym ful ricliley, & ry$t hym to speke : 
“ What, is })is Arjmres hon$,” quod J?e haj?el Jienne, 
“ J5at al Jie tous rennes of, Jmr3 ryalmes so mony ? 
Where is now your sonrquydrye & your conquestes, 
312 Your gry[n]del-layk, & your greme, & your grete 
wordes ? 

Now is J?e reuel & J?e renoun of J>e rounde table 
Ouer-walt wyth a worde of on wy3es speche ; 

For al dares for drede, wit/i-oute dynt schewed ! ” 
316 Wyth Jris he la^es so loude, J>at J>e lorde greued ; 


1 MS. brayn. 
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J)e blod scliot for ccham in-to his schyre face 
& lere ; 

He wex as wroth as wynde, 

320 So did alle fat f er were, 

J)e kyng as kene bi kynde, 

J 5 ew stod fat stif mon nere. 


XV. 

% 

Ande sayde, “hafel, by heuen fy n askyng is nys, 
324 & as fou foly hat 3 frayst, fynde f e be-houes ; 

I know no gome fat is gast of f y grete wordes. 
Gif me now J>y geserne, vpon gode^ halwe, 

& I schal bay ben fy bone, fat foil boden habbes ” 
328 Ly 3 tly lepe 3 he hym to, & at his honde ; 

Jjen feersly fat of er freke vpon fote ly 3 tis. 

How hat 3 Arthure his axe, & f e halme grype 3 , 

& stumely sture 2 hit aboute, f at stryke wyth hit f 03 k 
332 stif mon hym bifore stod vpon hy 3 t, 

Herre fen ani in f e hows by f e hede & more ; [berde, 
Wyth stume schere fer he stod, he stroked his 
& wyth a countenance dry 3 e he dro 3 doun his cote, 
336 Ho more mate ne dismay d for hys mayn dinte^, 
J 5 en any bume vpon bench hade bro 3 t hym to drynk 

@ of w y ne - 

LGawan, fat sate bi f e quene, 

340 To fe kyng he can enclyne, 

“ I be-seche now vritih sa 3 e: sene, 

Jjis melly mot be myne.” 7 


XYI. 

" Wolde 3 e, worfilych lorde,” quod Gawan to fe 
kyng, 

344 “ Bid me bo 3 e fro fis benche, & stonde by yow fere, 
Jpat I wyth-oute vylanye my 3 t voyde bis table, 

& fat my legge lady lyked not ille, 


Arthur blushes 
for shame. 


He waxes as 
wroth as the 
wind. 


He assures the 
knight that no 
one is afraid of 
his great words. 


1 F 0 L &56.1 


Arthur seizes his 
axe. 


The knight, 
stroking his 
beard, awaits the 
blow, and with a 
“ dry counten- 
ance *’ draws 
down his coat. 


Sir Gawayne be- 
seeches the king 
to let him under* 
take the blow. 


He asks permis- 
sion to leare tko 
table ; he says. 
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SIR G A WAYNE ASKS ARTHUR’S LEAVE 


it Is not meet 
that Arthnr 
should be active 
in the matter. 


while so many 
bold ones sit 
upon bench. 


Although the 
weakest, he is 
quite ready to 
meet the Green 
Knight. 


The nobles en- 
treat Arthur to 
“ give Gawayne 
the game.** 


[Fol. 96.1 


The king gives 
his nephew his 
weapon, 


and tells him to 
keep heart and 
hand steady. 


The Green 
Kniglit enquires 
the name of his 
opponent. 


I wolde com to yonr counseyl, bifore your cort ryche. 
348 For me fink hit not semly, as hit is sof knawen, 
])er such an askyng is v heuene d so hyje in your sale, 
pSL^e 3 onr-self betalenttyf to take hit to yonr-seluen, 
Whil mony so bolde yow aboute vpon bench sytten, 
352 })at vnder heuen, I hope, non ha 3 crer of wylle, 
Ne better bodyes on bent, fer baret is rered ; 

I am f e wakkest, I wot, and of wyt feblest, 

& lest lur of my lyf, quo l aytes f e sofe, [prayse, 

356 Bot for as much as 30 ar myn em, I am only to 
No bounte bot yonr blod I in my bode knowe ; 

& syf en f is note is so nys, fat no 3 t hit yow falles, 
<fc I haue frayned hit at yow fyrst, folde 3 hit to me, 
360 & if I carp not comlyly, let alle f is cort rych, 
bout blame.” 

Ryche to-geder con roun . 

& syf en fay redden alle same, 

364 To ryd fe kywg wyth croun, 

& gif Gawan fe game. 

XYII. 

J)en comaunded f e kyng f e kny 3 t for to ryse ; 

<fc he ful radly yp ros, & ruchched hym fayre, 

368 Kneled doun bifore fe kyng, & cache 3 fat weppen ; 
& he luflyly hit hym laft, & lyfte vp his honde, 

& gef hym godde 3 blessyng, & gladly hym biddes 
j ) at his hert & his honde schulde liardi be bof e. 
372 “ Kepe fe cosyn,” quod fe kyng, u fat fou on kyrf 
sette, 

& if fou rede 3 hym ry 3 t, redly I trowe, 

J)at fou schal byden f e bur fat he schal bede after. 
Gawan got 3 to f e gome, with giseme in honde, 

376 & he baldly hym byde 3 , he bayst neucr fe helder. 
Jpen carppe 3 to sir Gawan f e kny 3 t in fe grene, 

“ Refourme we oure for-wardes, er we fyrre passe. 
Fyrst I ef e f e, liaf el, how fat fou hattes, 
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380 Jjat foil me telle truly, as I tryst may 1 ” [hatte, 
“ In god fay th,” quod pe goode kny^t, “ Gawan I 
bat bede pe pis buffet, quat-so bi-falle^ after, 

& at pis tyme twelmonyth take at pe anoper, 

384 Wythwhatweppenso 1 pouwylt,&wythnowy 3 ( elle 3 , 


Sir Gawayne tells 
him his name, 
and declares that 
he is willing to 
give and receive 
a blow. 

l MS. fo. 


on lyue.” 


bat oper on-sware 3 agayn, 

“ Sir Gawan, so mot I pryue, 

388 As I am ferly fayn, pother thereof 

)3is dint pat pou schal dryue 


XVIII. 


* * Bi gog,” quod pe grene kny 3 t, “ sir Gawan, me lykes, 
bat I schal fange at py fust pat I haf frayst here ; 
392 & pou hat 3 redily rehersed, bi resoun ful trwe, 
Clanly al pe couenaunt pat I pe kywge asked, 

Saf pat pou schal siker me, segge, bi pi trawpe, 
bat pou schal seche me pi-self, where-so pou hopes 
396 I may be funde vpon folde, & foch pe such wages 
As pou deles me to day, bifore pis doupe ryche.” 
“Where schulde I wale pe,” qwocZ Gauan, “where 
is py place I 


" It pleases me 
■well, Sir Ga- 
wayne,” says the 
Green Knight, 

“ that I shall re- 
ceive a blow from, 
thy fist ; 
but thou must 
swear that thou 
wilt seek me, 


to receive the 
blow in return.” 

« Where shall I 
seek thee ? ” says- 
Sir Gawayne; 


I wot neuer where pou wonyes, bi hyra pat me wro 3 t, 


400 Ne I know not pe, knyjt, py cort, ne pi name. 

Bot teche me truly per-to, & telle me ho we pou hattes, ^teinne th^ 
& I schal ware alle my wy t to wynne me peder, gJ*L wlu find 
& pat I swere pe for sope, & by my seker trawep.” [Foi. 96b.] 

404 “bat is in-nogh in nwe 3 er, hit nedes no more,” 

Quod pe gome in pe grene to Gawan pe hende, 

“ Jif I pe telle trwly, quen I pe tape haue, hSmSSS 

& pou me smopely hat 3 smyten, smartly I pe teche S^hv’fthen 
408 Of my ho?^, & my home, & myn owen nome, Sme m 3 namf;. 

ben may pou frayst my fare, & forwarde 3 holde, 

& if I spende no speche, peraie spede 3 pou pe better, if I «peahnot^ 
For pou may leng in py londe, & layt no fyrre, better for thee. 


412 


bot slokes ; 
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GA.WA.YNE BEHEADS THE GREEN KNIGHT. 


Take now thy 
g rim tool, and let 
ue see how thou 
tnockest.” 


The Green 
Knight 


pots his long 
lovely locks aside 
and lays bare his 
neck. 


Sir Gawayne lets 
fall his axe - 


and severs the 
bead from the 
body. 


The head foils to 
the earth. 

Many kick it aside 
with their foet. 


The knight never 
falters; 


he rushes forth, 
-seizes his head. 


steps into the 
saddle, 

holding the wlillo 
the head in his 
band by the hair. 


and turns him- 
self about. 

[Fol. 97.] 


Ta now f y grymme tole to fe, 

& let se how fou cnoke^.” 

" Gladly sir, for sofe,” 

416 Q nod Gawan ; his ax he strokes. 


XIX. 


The grene kny $t vpon grounde grayfely hym dresses, 

A littel lut with fe hede, f>e lere he discouerej, 

His longe louelych lokke 3 he layd oner his croun, 
420 Let fe naked nec to J>e note sohewe. 

Gauan gripped to his ax, & gederos hit on hy$t, 
be kjnr fot on f e folde he be-fore sctte, 

I LeWiit doun ly$tly ly^t on fo naked, 

424 pat fe scharp of fe schalk schyndered pe hones, 

& schrank fur 3 fe schyire grece, & scade hit in 
twy?me, 

pat fe bit of f e broun stel bot on f e grounde. 
pe fayre hede fro fe halce hit [felle] to fe erfc, 

428 pat fele hit foyned wyth her fete, fere hit forth roled ; I 
pe blod brayd fro f e body, fat blykked on f e grcneT' 
& nawfer faltered ne fel f e freke neuer fe holder, 
Bot styf ly he start forth vpon styf schonkes, 

432 & rufnlyschly he rc^t out, fere as renkke 3 stodon, 
La 3 t to his lufly hed, & lyft hit vp sone ; 

& Syfen bo 3 e 3 to his blonk, f e brydel he cachclie 3 , 
Steppe 3 in to stel bawe & stryde .3 alofte, 

436 & his hede by fe here in his honde lialde 3 ; 

& as sadly f e segge hym in his sadel sette, 

As non vnhap had hym ayled, fa 3 hedle 3 he 1 we[re], 
in stedde ; 

440 He brayde his bluk aboute, 

pat vgly bodi fat bledde, 

Moni on of hym had doute, 

Bi fat his resoun; were redde. 


* MS. bo. 
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THE HEAD OPENS ITS EYELIDS. 


Id 


XX. 


444 For pe hede in his honde he haldej vp euen, 
To;Ward pe derrest on Jo dece he dressej pe face, 

<fc hit lyfte yp pe y^e-lyddej, & loked ful brode, 

<fe meled pus much with his mut he, as 30 may now here. 
448 “Loke, Gawan, pou be graype to go as pou hette^, 
& layte as lelly til pou me, lude, fynde, 

As h^Jiat^ hette in pis halle, herande pise kny^tes ; 

^To pyrene chapel pou chose, I charge pe, to fotte 
452 Such a dunt as pou hatj dalt, disserued pou habbej, 
To be 3 ederly jolden on nw $eres mom ; 

Jje knyjt of pe grene chapel men knowen me mony ; 
For-pi me for to fynde if pou fraystej, faylej pou neuer> 
456 Jjer-fore com, 0 per recreaunt be calde pe be-houews.’j 
With a runisch rout pe raynej he tome^, 

Hailed out at po hal-dor, his hed in his hande, 

J)at pe fyr of pe flynt flaje fro foie houes. 

460 To quat kyth he be-com, knwe non pere, 

Neuermore pen pay wyste fram quepen he wat$ won- 


The head lilts up 
its eyelids. 


and addresses Sir 
Gawayne ; “ Look 
thou, be ready to 
go as thou hast 
promised, 

and seek till thou 
flndest me. 

Get thee to the 
Green Chapel, 


there to receive 
a blow on New 
Year's morn. 

Fail thou never ; 

come, or recreant 
be called.” 


The Green 
Knight then 
rushes out of the 
hall, his head iu 
his hand. 


what penne ? 

J)e kyng & Gawen pare, 

464 At pat grene pay la$e & grenne, 

Jet breued watj hit ful bare, 

A meruayl among po menne. 


[nen ; 


At that green one 
Arthur and Ga- 
wayne “ laugh 
and grin.” 


XXI. 


Jjaj Arp pe hendo kyng at hert hade wonder, 
468 He let no semblaiwt be sene, hot sayde ful hy 3 e 
To pe comlych quene, wyth cortays speclie, 

“ Dere dame, to day demay yow neuer ; 

Wei by-commes such craft vpon cristmasse, 

472 Laykyng of entcrlude 3 , to la 3 e & to syng, 

Among pise Jcynde caroles of kny 3 te 3 & ladye 3 ; 
Neuor-pe-lece to my mete I may me wel dres, 
For I haf sen a selly, I may not for-sake.” 

476 He glent vpon sir Gawen, & gaynly he sayde, 


Arthur address* 
the queen : '• 


“ Dear dame, be 
not dismayed ; 
such marvels 
well become the 
Christmas fes- 
tival; 


I may now go to 
meat. 
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MUCH TALK F0LL0W8 THIS ADVENTURE. 


sir Gawayne. “ N ow sir. heng vp byn ax, bat hat2 m-nogh liewen. ” 

hang up thine 

[Foi. 976 .] & hit wata don abof be dece, on doser to lienge, 

axe.” y 1 

Jjer alle men for meruayl my^t on hit loke, 


The king and hie 
knights sit feast* 
ing at the board 
till day is ended. 


Now beware, Sir 
Gawayne, lest 
thou wil to seek 
the adventure 
that thou hast 
taken in hand. 


480 & bi trwe tytel f er-of to telle f e wonder. 

Jpewne fay bo$ed to a borde fise burnes to-geder, 
})q ky?ig & f e gode kny^t, & kene men hem serued 
Of alle dayntyej double, as derrest my^t falle, 

484 Wyth alle maner of mete & mynstralcie bofe ; 
Wyth wele wait fay fat day, til worf ed an ende, 
in londe. 

\^ow f enk wel, sir Gawan, 

488 For wofe fat fou ne wonde, 

Jjis auenture forto frayn, 

J)at fou hat^ tan on honde.^ 


[FYTTE THE SECOND.] 

I. 


This marvel 
serves to keep up 
a brisk conversa- 
tion in Court. 


The year passes 
full quickly and 
never returns. 


T HIS hanselle hat} Arthur of auenturus on fyrst, 
In 3 onge 3 d, for he 3 erned 3 elpyng to here, 
Tha 3 hym worde} were wane, when fay to sete wenten ; 
Now ar fay stokenof stume werk, staf-ful her hond. 
Gawan wat 3 glad to be-gywne f ose gomne 3 in halle ; 
496 Bot fa 3 fe ende be heuy, haf 36 no wonder ; 

. For fa 3 men bera mery in mywde, quen fay han 
mayn drynk, 

A 3 ere 3 ernes ful 3 erne, & $elde$ neu er lyke, 

J)e forme to fe fynisment folde 3 ful selden. 

500 For-fi fis 30 I ouer^ede, & fe 3 ere after, 

& vclie sesoun serlepes sued after of er ; 


After Christmas 
comes the “crab- 
bed Lenten.” 


504 


After crysten-masse com f e crabbed lentoun, 

Jjat frayste ^ flesch wyth )>e fysche& fode more symple ; 
Bot fenne J)e weder of fe worlde wyth wynter hit 


frepej, 

spnng .ins and Colde clengcj adoure, cloudej vp-lyften, 

warm showers _ , _ , . , « . 

descend; Schyre schede 3 fe rayn in schowre} iul warme, 
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Falle3 ypon fayre flat, flowrej fere schewen, 
508 Bof e grouwdej & J>e greuej grene ar her wedej, 
Bryddej busken to bylde, & bremlych syngen, 
For solace of J>e softe somer fat sues fer- after, 

* bi bonk ; 

512 & blossume3 bolne to bio we, 

Bi rawe3 rych & ronk, 

J)en note3 noble in-no3e, 

Ar herde in wod so wlonk. 


the groves be- 
come green : 
birds build and 
sing, 

for joy of the 
summer that fol- 
lows; 


blossoms begin 
to bloom. 


and noble notes 
are heard in the 


[Pol. 98 


II. 


516 After f e sesoun of somer wyth f e soft wynde3, 
Quen 3eferws syfle3 hym-self on sede3 <fc erbe3, 
Wela- wynne is fe wort fat woxes fer-oute, 
When fe donkande dewe drope3 of f e leue3, 
520 To bide a blysful blusch of fe bry3t sunne. 


Then the soft 
winds of summer. 


be&utiftil are the 
flowers wet with 
dew-drops. 


Bot fen hy3es heruest, & hardenes hym sone, 
Warne3 hym for f e wynter to wax ful rype ; 

He dryues wyth dro3t f e dust for to ryse, 

524 Fro f e face of f e folde to fly3e ful hy3e ; 

' Wrofe wynde of f e welkyn wrastele3 with f e sunne, 
Jje leue3 lancen fro f e lynde, & ly3ten on f e grounde, 
& al grayes fe gres, fat grene wat3 ere^ 

528 J)enne al rype3 & iote$ fat ros ypon fyrst* 

& pus 3irne3 fe 3ere in 3isterdaye3 mony, 

& wynter wynde3 a3ayn, as f e worlde aske3 
no sage. 


But harvest ap- 
proaches soon. 


and drives the 
dust about. 


The leaves drop 
off the trees, 
the grass become 
gray, and all 
ripens and rots. 


Winter winds 
round again. 


532 Til me3el-mas mone, 

Wat 3 cumen wyth wynter wage ; 
pen fenkke3 Gawan ful sone, 

Of his anion* uyage. 


and tnen Sir Oa- 
wayne thinks of 
liis dread journey. 


HI. 

536 3 et quyl al-hal-day with Arf er he lenges, tuy^hur" 8 

& he made a fare on fat fest, for f e freke3 sake, “u nVphe 1 ^ 1 foc 
With much reuel & ryche of fe rounde table ; #ake * 

3 
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GAWAYNE PREPARES FOR BIS JOURNEY. 


After meat. Sir 
Gawayne thus 
•peaks to his 
uncle : 

“Now, liege lord, 
I ask leave of 
you. 


for I am bound 
on the mom to 
seek the Green 
Knight,” 


$te$ ful cortays & comlych ladies, 

540 A1 for luf of fat lede in longynge fay were, 

Bot neuer-f e-lece ne fe later fay neuened bot merf e, 
Mony ioylej for fat ientyle iape$ fer maden^ 

For aftter mete, 'with mowmywg he mele} to his erne, 
544 & speke 3 of his passage, & pertly he sayde, . 
u Now, lege lorde of my lyf, leue I yow ask ; 

3e knowe fe cost of fis cace, kepe I no more; 

To telle yow tene$ f er-of neuer bot trifel ; 

548 Bot I am bouw to fe bur barely to morne, 

•To sech f e gome of f e grene, as god wyl me wysse.” 
)5e?me fe best of f e bur 3 bo 3 ed to-geder, 

Aywan, & Errik, & of er ful mony, 

[Foh 986.] 552 Sir Doddinaual de Sauage, fe duk of Clarence, 
Launcelot, & Lyonel, & Lucan f e gode, 

Sir, Boos, & sir Byduer, big mew bofe, 

& mony of er menskful, with Mador de la Port. 
556 Alle fis compayny of court com fe kywg nerre, 

For to couwseyl fe kny 3 t, with care at her hert ; 
})ere wat 3 much derue doel driuen iw fe sale, 

Jjat so worthe as Wawan schulde wende on fat 
emde, 

560 To dry 3 e a delful dynt, & dele no more 

wyth bronde. > 

lps-imy 3 t mad ay god chere, 

& sayde, “ quat schuld I wonde, 

564 Of destines derf & dere, 

What may mon do bot fonde ? 


Many nobles, the 
best of the court, 
counsel and com* 
fort him. 


Much sorrow 
prevails in the 
hall. 


Gawayne declares 
that he lias no* 
thing to fear. 


IV. 


On the mom he 
asks for his arms. 


•A carpet is spread 
M>n the floor. 


•and he steps 
thereon. 


He dowelle 3 fer al fat day, and dresse 3 on j> e morl i , 
Aske 3 erly hys arme 3 , & alle were fay bro 3 t; 

568 Fyrst a tule tapit, ty 3 t ouer fe flet, 

& miche wat 3 f e gyld gere fat glent fer alofte ; 

J?e stif mon steppe 3 feron, & fe stel hondele^. 
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Dubbed in a dublet of a dere tars, 

572 & syfen a crafty capadps, closed aloft, 

bat wy th a bry$t blaunner was bounden witA-inne ; 
j)enne set J>ay f e sabatoun^ vpon fe segge fote$, 
His lege^ lapped in stel with luflych greue^, 

' 57 6 With polayne^ piched fer-to, policed ful clene, 
Aboute his kne 3 knaged wyth knote^ of golde ; 
Queme quyssewes fen, fat coyntlych closed 
His thik f rawen f y 3 e 3 , with f wonges to-tachched ; 

580 & syfen f e brawden bryne of bry 3 t stel ryngej, 
Ymbe-weued fat wy 3 , vpon wlonk stufle ; 

& wel bomyst brace vpon his bofe armes, 

With gode cowters & gay, & gloue 3 of plate, 

58 1 & alle f e godlych gere fat hym gayn schulde 

fat tyde ; 

Wyth ryche cote-armure, 

His gold spore 3 spend with pryde, 

588 Gurde wyth a bront ful sure, 

With silk sayn vmbe his syde. 

Y. 

When he wat 3 hasped in armes, his harnays wat 3 
\)e lest lachet ou[f ]er loupe lemed of golde ; [ryche, 
592 So hamayst as he wat 3 he herkne 3 his masse, 
Offred & honoured at f e he 3 e auter ; 

Syfen he come 3 to fe kyng & to his cort fere 3 , 
Lache 3 lufly his leue at lorde 3 & ladye 3 ; 

596 & fay hym kyst & conueyed, bikende hym to kryst. 
Bi fat wat 3 Gryngolet grayth, & gurde with a sadel, 
bat glemed ful gayly with mony golde frenges, 

Ay quere naylet ful nwe, for fat note ryched ; 

•600 J5e brydel barred aboute, with bry 3 t golde bounden; 
be apparayl of f e p ayttrur e, & of f e proude skyrte 3 , 
be cropore, & f e couertor, acorded wyth f e arsoune 3 > 
& al wat 3 rayled on red ryche golde nayle 3 , 

•604 bat al glytered & glent as glem of fe sunne. 


He is dubbed tai 
a doublet of Tar- 
sic silk, and a 
well-made hood. 


They eet steel 
elioes on his feet, 
and lap his lege 
in eteel creates. 


Fair cuisses en- 
close liis thighs. 


and afterwards 
they put on the 
steel habergeon, 

well-burnished 
braces, elbow 
pieces, and gloves 
of plate. 


Over all this is 
placed the coat 
armour. 

His spurs are 
then fixed, 
and his sword Is 
attached to his 
side by a silken 
girdle. 


[Fol. 99a.] 

Thus arrayed the 
knight hears 
mass. 


and afterwards 
takes leave of 
Arthur and his 
court. 


By that time his 
horse Gringolet 
was ready. 


the harness of 
which glittered 
like the « gleam 
of the sun/* 
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THE PENTANGLE OP PURE GOLD. 


Then sir Ga- bewne hentes he be helme, & hastily hit kyssea, 

h2^ et upon hto b at wat 3 stapled stilly, & stoffed wytli-inne ; 

Hit wat 3 hy^e on his hede, hasped hihynde, 

8oun,’ a ’ " uri ' 608 Wyth a ly^tli vrysoun ouer fe auentayle, 

dere<f wUiTgems. Enbrawden & bounden wyth fe best gemme;, 

On brode sylkyn borde, & brydde} on seme}, 

As papiaye} paynted pernyng bitwene, 

612 Tortors & trulofe} entayled so fyk, 

As mony burde f er-aboute had ben seuen vrynter 


in toune ; 

The circle around be cercle wata more o prys, 

the helmet was J 7 r J 1 

monds. with ***" ®16 )?at vmbe-clypped hys croun. 

Of diamauntej a deuys, 
bat bof e were bry}t & broun. 


VI. 


Then they show 
him his shield 
with the “ pent- 
angle ” of pure 
gold. 


The “ pentongle * 
was devised by 
Solomon as a 
token of truth. 


lFol.996.) 


It is called the 
endless knot. 


It well becomes 
the good Sir Ga* 
wayne, 


fTUien fay schewed hy w f e schelde, fat was of schyi 
A goule}, 

620 Wyth fe pentangel de-paynt of pure golde hwej ; 
He brayde} hit by f e baude-ryk, aboute f e hals kestes, 
bat bisemed f e segge semlyly fayre. 

<fc quy f e pentangel apende} to fat pry nee noble, 
624 I am in-tent yow to telle, f of tary hyt me schulde ; 
Hit is a syngne fat Salamon set sum-quyle, 

In bytoknyng of trawf e, bi tytle fat hit habbe}, 
For hit is a figure fat haldej fyue poyntej, 

628 & vche lyne vmbe-lappe} & louke} in of er, 

& ay quere hit is endele}, 1 A Englych hit callen 
Ouer-al, as I here, f e endeles knot. 

For-f y hit acorde} to f is kny}t, & to his cler arme;, 
632 For ay faythful in fyue & sere fyue syfe}, 

Gawan wat} for gode knawen, & as golde pured, 
Yoyded of vche vylany, wyth vertue} 2 ennonmed 

C^D m m °^ e > 

636 1 For-fy fe pen-tangel nwe 

KHe ber in schelde & cote, 
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As tulk of tale most trwe, 


& 


gentylest kny^t of lote 


0 


a knight the 
truest of speech 
and the fairest 
of form. 


VII. 


640 Fyrst he wat 3 funden fautle^ in his fyife wyttej, 

& efte fayled neuer f e freke in his fyue fyngres, 

& alle his afyaunce vpon folde \vat 3 in f e fyue woundej 
J)at Cryst kajt on f e croys, as f e crede teller ; 

644 & quere-so-euer f ys mon in melly wat^ stad, 

His fro J> 03 t \Yat 3 171 f ur 3 a he ofer fynge^, 

Jjat alle his forsnes he fong at f e fyue ioye 3 , 

J 3 at fe hende heuen quene had of hir chylde ; 

648 At Jus cause fe kny 3 t comlyche hade 

In f e more half of his schelde hir ymage depaynted, 
Jjat quen he blusched ferto, his belde neuer payred. 
j)e fyft fyue fat I finde fat fe frek vsed, 

662 Wat 3 h’aunchyse, & fela 3 schyp for-be al fyng ; 
His clannes & his cortaysye croked were neuer, 

& pite, fat passe 3 alle poynte 3 , f yse pure fyue 
Were harder happed on fat hafel fen on any ofer. 
656 How alle f ese fyue syfe 3 , forsof e, were fetlfid on f is 
kny3t, 

& ychone halched in ofer, fat non ende hade, 


He was found 
faultless in his 
five wits. 


His trust was in 
the five wounds. 


The image of the 
Virgin was de- 
picted upon ids 
shield. 


In cleanness and 
courtesy he was 
never found 
wanting, 


& fyched vpon fyue poynte 3 , fat fayld neuer. 

He samned neuer in no syde, ne sundred nouf [er], 
660 Wtt7i-outen ende % at any noke [a]i-quere fynde, 
Where-euer f e gomen bygan, or glod to an ende. 


ber-fore on his schene schelde schapen wat* be knot, therefore was the 

* r ? r 1 endless knot fast- 

ened on his 
shield. 


]>u« alle wyth red golde vpon rede gowle 3 , 

664 Jpat is fe pure pentaungel wyth fe peple called, 
with lore. 


[Fol. 100.] 


How grayfed is Gawan gay, 
& la^t his launce ry 3 t fore, 
668 & gef hem alle goud day, 

He wende for euer more. 


Sir Gawayne 
seizes his lance 
and bids all 
“ good day.” 
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GAWAYNE SETS OUT ON HIS JOURNEY. 


VIII. 


He spurs his He sperred f e sted with be spurei, & sprong on his 

horse and goes on > " 

his way. Way, 


All that saw that 
seemly one 
mourned in the^r 
hearts. 


They declared 
that his equal 
was not to be 
found upon 
earth. 


So stif fat f e ston fyr stroke out f er-af ter ; 

672 A1 fat sej fat semly syked in hert, 

& sayde sof ly al same segges til o per, 

Carande for fat comly, “ bi Kryst, hit is scaf e, 

■* . pat fou, leude, schal be lost, fat art of lyf noble ! 
676 To fynde hys fere vpon folde, in fayth is not efe ; 
Warloker to haf wro3t had more wyt bene, 

<fc haf dy^t jonder dere a duk to haue worfed ; 


It would have 
been better for 
him to have been 
a leader of men ( 

than to die by the 
hands of “ an 
elvish man.” 


A lowande leder of ledej in londe hym wel seme3, 
680 & so had better haf ben fen britned to no3t, 

Hadet wyth an aluisch mon, for angarde3 pryde. 
Who knew euer any kyng such counsel to take, 
As kny3te3 in cauelfacf out ^ 1 on cryst-masse 


gomne3 ! ” 


Much was the 684 Wel much wat3 f e warme water fat waltered of yjen, 

warm water that , , , , „ , 

gured from eyes When fat semly syre so3t fro f o wone3 

fat 2 daye; 

He made non abode, 


688 


Meanwhile many 
a weary way goes 
Sir Gawayne. 


Bot wy3tly went hys way, 
Mony wylsum way he rode, 
pe bok as I herde say. 


Now rides the 
knight through 
the realms of 
England. 


He has no com- 
panion but his 
horse. 

No men does he 
see till he ap- 
proaches North 
Wales. 


IX. 

Now ride3 f is renk f m*3 f e ryalme of Logres, 

692 Sir^Gauan, onGode3 lialue, fa3 hym no gomen fo3^ ; 
1^0fijTeudle3 alone, he lenge3 on ny^tej, 
per he fonde no3t hym byfore f e fare fat he lyked ; 
Hade he no fere bot his foie, bi frythe3 & doune3, 
696 Ne no gome bot God, bi gate wyth to karp, 

Til fat he ne3ed ful neghe 3 in to fe Norf o Wale3 ; | 
Alle f e iles of Anglesay on lyft half he halde3, 

& fare3 ouer f e forde3 by f e for-londe3, 


1 MS. cauelouw3. 2 MS. )>ad. 3 MS. noghd. 
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Ouer at fe Holy-Hede, til he hade eft bonk 
I?i j>e wyldrenesse of Wyrale ; wonde f er bot lyte 
Jpat au fer God oj >er gome wyth goud hert louied. 
& ay he frayned, as he ferde, at freke$ fat he met, 
If fay hade herde any karp of a kny3t grene, 

In any grounde f er-aboute, of f e grene chapel ; 1 
& al nykked hym wyth nay, fat neuer in her lyue 
})ay se3e neuer no segge fat wat3 of suche hwe3 
of grene. 

J5e kny3t tok gates straunge, 

In mony a bonk vnbene . 

His cher ful oft con chaunge, 
j ) at chapel er he my3t sene. 

X. 

Mony klyf he ouer-clambe in contraye3 straunge, 
Fer floten fro his frende3 fremedly he ryde3 ; 

At vche warf e of er water fer fe wy3e passed, 

71 G He fonde a foo hym byfore, bot ferly hit were, 

& fat so foule & so felle, fat fo3t hym by-hode ; 

So mony meruayl bi mount fer fe mon fynde3, 
Hit were to tore for to telle of fe tenf e dole. 

720 Sumwhyle wyth worme3 he werre3, & with wolues 
als, 

Sumwhyle wyth wodwos, fat woned in f e knarre3, 
Bof e wyth bulle3 & bere3, & bore3 of er-quyle, 

& etayne3, fat hym anelede, of f e he3e felle ; 

724 Nade he ben du3ty & dry3e, & dry3tyn had serued, 
Douteles he hade ben ded, & dreped ful ofte. 

For werre wrathed hym not so much, fat wynter 
was wors, 

When fe colde cler water fro f e cloude3 schadde, 2 
728 & fres er hit falle my3t to fe fale erfe ; 

Her slayn wyth fe slete he sleped in his yrnes, 

Mo ny3te3 fen in-noghe in naked rokke;, 

1 MS. clftpel. 8 MS. schadden. 


700 


704 


708 


712 


From Holvliead 
he peases into 
Wirrml. 

[Fol. 10«M 
Tliere he finds 
but few that loved 
God or man. 

He enquires after 
the Green Knight 
of the Green 
Chapel, 


but can gain no 
tidings of him. 


His cheer oft 
changed before 
lie found the 
Chapel. 


Many a cliff he 
climbed over ; 


many a ford and 
stream he cross* 
ed, and every, 
where he found a 
foe. 


It were too te- 
dious to tell the 
tenth part of his 
adventures 

with serpents, 
wolves, and wild 
men ; 


with bulls, bears, 
and boars. 


Had he not been 
both brave and 

g ood, doubtless 
e had been dead. 

The sharp winter 
was far worse 
than any war that 
ever troubled 
him. 
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GAWAYNE GOMES TO A DEEP FOREST. 


J Oer as claterande fro f e crest fe colde borne re«n©$, 
732 & henged 11030 ouer bis liede in hard iisse-ikkles. 

travei 8 n tffchri 3 t- b us i» peryl, & payne, & plytes ful harde, 

* naB eve - Bi contray cayrej 1 J)is kny 3 t, tyl kryst-masse euen, 

al one ; ' v 


736 

To the Virgin 
Mary he prays to 
guide him to 
some abode. 


Jpe kny 3 t wel fat tyde, 
To Mary made his mone, 
J 3 at ho hym red to ryde, 


[Fol. 101.) 


& wysse hym to sum wone. 


XI. 


On the morn Sir 
Gawayne finds 
himself in a deep 
forest, 


where were old 
oaks many a 
hundred. 


Many sad birds 
upon bare twigs 
piped piteously 
for the cold. 


Through many a 
mire he goes, that 
he may celebrate 
the birth of 
Christ. 


He beseeches the 
Virgin Mary to 
direct him to 
some lodging 
where he may 
hear mass. 


Blessing himself, 
he says, ** Cross 
of Christ, speed 
me!” 


740 Bi a mounte on J>e mome meryly he rydes, 

Into a forest ful dep, fat ferly wat 3 w ylde, 

Hi 3 e hillej on vche a halue, & holt wode 3 vnder, 
Of hore oke 3 ful hoge a hundreth to-geder ; 

7 44 J)e hasel & f e ha 3 -f ome were harled al samen, 
With ro 3 e raged mosse rayled ay-where, 

With mony brydde 3 vnblyfe vpon bare twyges, 
bafc-fiitosiy f er piped for pyne of fe colde. 
748|be^dme vpon Gryngolet glyde 3 hem vnder, 

*JJur 3 mony misy & myre, mow al hym one, 
Carande for his costes, lest he ne keuer scliulde, 
To se fe seruyfse] 2 of fat syre, fat on fat self ny3t 
752 Of a burde wat 3 borne, oure baret to quelle ; 

<fc f erfore sykywg he sayde, “ I be-seche f e, lorde, 
& Mary, fat is myldest moder so dere, 

Of sum herber, fer he 3 ly I my 3 t here masse, 

756 Ande fy matyne 3 to-mornejmekely I ask, 

& f er-to prestly I pray my pater & aue, 

& crede.” 

He rode in his prayere, 

760 & cryed for his mysdede, 

He sayned hym in syf es sere, 

& sayde “ cros Kryst me sped© ! * 


v MS. caryoj. 


MS. seruy. 
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HE DISCOVERS A COMELY CASTLE. 


2d 


XII. 


it 


ade he sayncd hyjw-self, segge, hot f rye, 

Er he wat$ war iw fe wod of a won iw a mote. 


Scarcely hid he 
blessed himself 
thrice 


Abof a lauwde, on a lawe, loken vnder 1*0363, 
Of mony borelych bole, aboute bi J>e cliches ; 
A castel f e comlokest J>at euer kny3t a3te, 
768 Pyched on a pray ere, a park al aboute, 


when he saw a 
dwelling in the 
wood, set on a 
hill, 

the comeliest 
castle that knight 
ever owned. 


With a pyked palays, pyned ful fik, 


})at vmbe-te^e mony tre mo few two myle. 

J 5 at holde on fat on syde f e haf el auysed, 

772 As hit schemered & schon fun fe schyre okes : it shone as the 

r 7 r J 7 sun through th4 

Jjewne hat3 he hendly of his helme, & he3ly he f onke3 bri * ht 


Iesus & sayfnt] Gilyan, fat gentyle ar bof e, 


J5at cortaysly hade hym kydde, & his cry herkened. [FoL ioh>.. 


776 “Xow bone hostel,” cofe fe bume, “ I be-seche 


780 


784 


yow jette ! ” 

Jjenne gedere3 he to Gryngolet with f e gilt hele3, 
& he fill chauwcely hat3 chosen to f e chef gate, 
J)at bro3t bremly f e burne to f e bryge ende, 
iw haste ; 

\)e bryge wat3 breme vp-brayde, 
j)e 3ate3 wer stoken faste, 

J)e walle3 were wel arayed, 

Hit dut no wynde3 blaste. 


Sir Gawayne goes 
to the chief path. 


and finds the 
draw-bridge 
raised, ana the 
gates shut fast. 


XIII. 

])e bume bode on bonk, fat on blonk houed, 

Of f e depe double dich fat drof to f e place, 

]3e walle wod iw f e water wonderly depe, 

788 Ande eft a ful huge he3t hit haled vpon lofte, 

Of harde hewen ston vp to f e table3, 

Enbaned vnder fe abataylmewt, iw fe best lawe : with its battle- 

J J ments and watob 

& syf en garyte3 ful gaye gered bi-twene, towers. 

792 Wyth mony luflych loupe, fat louked ful^lene ; 

A better barbican fat bume blusched vpon neuer ; 

& iwnermore he be-helde fat halle ful hy3e, 


The knight abides 
on the bank. 


and observes the 
“ huge height,** 
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THE KNIGHT CRAVES A LODGING. 


Bright and long 
were its round 
towers, 

with their well- 
made capitals. 


He thinks it fair 
enough if he 
might only come 
within the 
cloister. 


Towre[Y ] 1 teldedbvtwene, trochet ful J>ik, 

796 Fayre fylyole? fat fy^ed, & ferlyly long, 

With coruon coprounes, craftyly sle3e ; 

Chalk whyt chymnees J>er ches he in-no3e, 

Vpon hagtel roue3, fat blenked ful quyte ; 

800 So mony pynakle payntet wat3 poudred ay quere. 
Among f e castel carnele3, clambred so fik, 
pared out of papure purely hit seined. 

Tre freke on f e foie hit fayr in-n[o]ghe fo3t, 

If he my3t keuer to com f e cloyster wyth-inne. 

To herber in fat hostel, whyl halyday lested^j 
auinant ; 




He calls, and soon 
there comes a 
porter to know 
the knight’s er- 
rand. 


808 


He calde, & sone f er com 
A porter pure plesaunt, 

On f e wal his ernd he nome, 
& haylsed f e kny3t erraunt. 


“ Good sir,” says 
Gawayne, “ask 
the high lord of 
this house to 
grant me a lodg- 
ing.” [Fol. Iu2.1 

“ You are wel- 
come to dwell 
here as long as 
you like,” replied 
the porter. 


The draw-bridge 
is let down. 


and the gate is 
opened wide to 
receive him. 


His horse is well 
stabled. 

Knights and 
squires bring Ga- 
wayne into the 
hall. 

Many a one has- 
tens to take his 


812 


816 


820 


824 


XIY. 




“Code sir” quod Gawan, “wolde3 fou go mynemde. 
To f e he3 lorde of f is ho us, herber to craue ? ” 

' K«v<- 

“ 3e, Peter,” quod f e porter, “ & purely I trowe, 2 
)jat 30 be, wy^e, welcura to Avon quyle yow lyke^” 
J?en 3ede fat \vy3c a3ayn swyf e, 

& folke frely £y m wyth, |o fonge f e kny3t ; , 
bay let doun f e grete dra3t, & derely out 3eden, 

& kneled doun on her knes vpon fe colde erfe, 

To welcum f is ilk wy3, as worf y horn f 03t ; 
bay 3olden liyrn f e brode 3ate, 3arked vp wyde, 

& he hem raysed rekenly, & rod ouer f e bry<np t 
Sere segge3 hyra sesed by sadel, quil 8 he lyjlj 


& syf en stabeled his stede stif men in-no^e. 
Kny3te3 & swyere3 comen doun f enne. 

For to bryng fis burne 4 wyth blys in-to halle \ 
Quen he hef vp his helme, fer h^ed in-noghe 


1 MS. towre. 2 MS. trowoe. 3 MS. quel. 4 MS. buurne. 
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, HE IS JOYFULLY WELCOMED. 

r • n.» 

For to hent hit at his honde, be hende to seriien, 
82 8 His bronde & his blasoun bofe fay token. 
pen haylsed he ful hendly f o haf ele^ vch one, 

& mony proud mon fer prcsed, fat prynce to lionowr ; 
Alle hasped in his he^ \^edeto halle fay hym wonneh, 
832 per fayre fyre vpon flet fersly brenned. 

penne fe lorde of f e lede loute3 fro his chambre, 
For to mete wyth menske fe mon on fe flor ; 

He sayde, “ ye ar welcum to welde as yow lyke3 ; 
836 )?at here is, al is yowre awen, to haue at yowTe wylle 
, , & welde.” 

“Graunt mercy,” quod Gawayn, 

“ )>er Kryst hit yow for-^elde,” 

340 As freke^ fat semed fayn, 

Ayf er of er in arme^ con felde. 


helmet and 
sword. 


The lord of the 
folk bids him 
welcome. 


and they embrace 
each other. 


XV. 

* 1 , — ^ l 

Gawayn gly3t on f e gome fat godly hy?n gret, 

& fu3t hit a bolde bume fat f e bm*3 a3te,^ 

844 A hoge haf el for fe none3, & of hyghe elde ; 1 
Brode bry3t wat3 his berde, & al beuer hwed, 
Sturne stif on f e stryf f e on stal-worth schonke3, 
Felle face as f e fyre, & fre of hys speche ; 

848 & wel hy?n semed for sof e, as f e segge fu3t, 


Gawayn e .ooks 
on his host ; 
a big bold one he 
seemed. 


Beaver-hued was 
his broad beard. 


and his face as 
“fell as the fire.** 


To lede a lortschyp in lee of leude3 ful gode. 

be lorde hy??i charred to a chambre, & chefly [Foi. lmj 

* J 7* The lord leads 

cumaundej SSSSSM- 

lo delyuer hym a leude, hym lojly to serue ; 

852 & fere were boun at his bode bume3 in-no3e, [noble, 


bat bro3t hy?n to a bry3t boure, fer beddyng wat3 in^his^right^ 
Of cortynes of clene sylk, wyth cler golde hemme3, ; 


& coucrtore3 ful curious, wit A comlych pane3, 
856 Of bry3t blaunnier a-boue enbrawded bisyde3, 
Rudele3 rennande on rope3, red golde ryngej, 
Tapyte3 ty3t to f e wo3e, of tuly & tars, 

- eldee, MS. 2 clesly, MS. 


the curtains were 
of pure silk with 
golden hems ; 


Tarsic tapestries 
covered the walla 
and the floor. 
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GAWAYNE DOFFS HIS ARMOUR. 


Here the knight 
doffed his arm* 
our, 

and put on rich 
robes. 


which well be- 
came him. 


A more comely 
knight Christ 
never made. 


A chair is placed 
for Sir Gawayne 
before the fire- 
place. 


A mantle of fine 
linen, richly em- 
broidered, u 
thrown over him. 


A table is soon 
raised, 

and the knight, 
having washed, 
proceeded to 
meat. 

[Fol. 108.1 


He is served with 
numerous dishes ; 


& vnder fete, on f e flet, of fol^ande sute. 

860 Jjer he wat 3 dispoyled, wyth speche 3 myerf e, 

])e burn of his bruny, & of his bry 3 t \vede 3 ; 
Ryche robes ful rad renkke 3 hem 1 bro 3 ten, * 

For to charge, & to chaunge, & chose of fe best. 
864 Sone as he on hent, & happed f er-iwne, 

J)at sete on hym* semly, wyth saylande skyrte 3 , 

])Q ver by his uisage verayly hit semed 
Wei ne 3 to vche hafel alle on hwes, 

868 Lowande & lufly, alle his lymme 3 vnt ^ er > 
j ) at a comloker kny 3 t neue?* Kryst made, 
hem J> 03 t ; 

Whef en in worlde he were, 

872 Hit semed as he my 3 t 

Be prynce wit/i-outen pere, 

In felde \er felle men fy 3 t. 

XVI. 

A cheyer by-fore f e chemne, fe?* charcole brenned, 
876 Wat 3 grayfed for air Gawan, grayfely wit/* clofe 3 , 
Whyssynes vpon queldepoynte^, f a[t] koywt wer 
bofe; 

& fenne a mere mantyle wat 3 on fat mon cast, 

Of a broun bleeaunt, enbrauded ful ryche, 

880 & fayre furred wyth-inne with felle 3 of f e best, 
Alle of ermyn enurnde , 8 his hode of fe same; 

& he sete in fat settel semlych ryche, 

& achaufed hym chefly , 4 & f ewne his cher mended. 
884 Sone wat 3 telded vp a tabil, 5 on trcste 3 ful fayre, 
Clad wyth a clene clofe, fat cler quyt schewed, 
Sanap, & salure, & syluer-in spone 3 j 
J)e wy 3 e wesche at his wylle, & went to his mete. 
888 Segge 3 hy 111 serued semly iw-no 3 e, 

Wyth sere sewes sete, sesounde of fe best, 

1 hym (?). * MS. hyn. » MS. in erd® 

4 MS. cefly. 6 MS. tapit. 
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HE IS NOBLY ENTERTAINED. 


29* 


Double felde, as hit falle^, & fele kyn fischej ; 

Summe baken in bred, su?>ime brad on fe gledej, 2?tSuS ked 
892 Summe sof en, summe in sewe, sauered wit/t spyces, So^fwith”pice»I 
& ay sawes so sle^e^, fat fe segge lyked. 

)?e freke calde hit a fest ful frely & offce, [at one 3 
Ful hendely, quen alle f e hafeles re-hayted hym fail 

896 as hende ; 

“ bis penauwce now 3 e take, 

& eft hit schal amende 


bat mon much m erf e con make, 
900 For wy n in his hed fat wende. 


and much mirth 
he makes, for the 
wine is in his 
head. 




XVII. 


rpenne wati spyed & spured,vpon spare vryso, siro»w«yne,in 

' answer to ques* 

Bi preue poynte^ of fat prynce, put to hym-seluen, 410118 p u4 40 him * 
bat he be-knew cortaysly of f e court fat he were, 

904 bat afel Arthure fe hende halde^ hym one, 
bat is.fe ryche ryal kyng of fe rouwde table ; 

& hit wat$ Wawen hym-self fat in fat won sytte^, 

^^Comen to fat krystmasse, as case hym fen lymp ed.^ 

908 When f e lorde hade lerned fat he f e leude hade, 

Loude la$ed he ferat, so lef hit hym f 03 t, 

& alle f e men in fat mote maden much joye, 

To apere in his presense prestly fat tyme, 

912 b ft t alle piys, & prowes, & pured fewes 
Apendes to hys persouw, & praysed is euer, 

By-fore alle men vpon molde, his mensk is f e most. 


tells the prince 
that he is of 
Arthur's court. 


When this waa 
made known. 


great was the joy 
in the hall. 


Vch segge ful softly sayde to his fere, 

916 “ Now schal we semlych se sle 3 te 3 of fewe 3 , 

& f e teccheles termes of talkyng noble, 

Wich spede is iw speclie, vnspurd may we leme, 
Sy n we haf fonged fat fyne fader of nurture ; 
920 God hat 3 geuen v us his grace godly for sofe, 
bat such a gest as Gawan grauwtej vus to haue, 


Each one said 
softly to his mate^ 
" Now we shall 
see courteous 
manners and hear 
noble speech, 


for we have 
amongst us the- 
father of nur- 
ture/ 
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DESCRIPTION OP AN ANCIENT ONE. 


[FoL 1036.] 

He that may him 
hear shall learn of 
love* talking.” 


After dinner the 
company go to 
the Chapel, 


to hear the eren* 
song of the great 
season. 


The lord of the 
castle and Sir 
-Gawayne sit to- 
gether daring 
service. 


His wife, accom- 
panied by her 
maids, leaves her 
seat. 


She appeared 
even fairer than 
-Guenever. 

An older lady (an 
ancient one she 
seemed) led her 
by the hand. 


Very unlike were 
these two. 

If the young one 
was fair the other 
was yellow, 

snd had rough 
and wrinkled 
cheeks. 


The younger had 
breast and throat 


When burne$ blyfe of his burj>e schal sitte 
& synge. 

924 In menyrag of manere; mere, 

Jjis bume now schal vies brywg, 

I hope }>at may hym here, 

Schal lerne of luf-talkywg.” 

XVIIL 

928 Bi fat fe diner wat 3 done, & fe dere vp, 

Hit wat^ nej at f e niyjt ne^ed pe tyme ; 
Chaplayne 3 1 to p e cliapeles chosen pe gate, 
Rungen ful rychely, ry 3 t as fay schulden, 

932 To fe heraum euensong of fe hy 3 e tyde. 
j)e lorde loutes f erto, & f e lady als, 

In-to a comly closet coyntly ho entre 3 ; 

Gawan glyde 3 ^ gay, & 8 09 f 1 eder sone ; 

936 J?e lorde laches hym byf e lappe .&ledei hymtosytte^ 
& coufly hym knowe 3 , & calle 3 hym his nome, 

& sayde he wat 3 f e welcomest wy$e of fe worlde ; 
& he hym f onkked f roly, & ayf er hatched of er, 
940 & seten soberly samen f e seruise-quyle ; 
benne lyst f e lady to loke on f e kny 3 t. 
bewne com ho of hir closet, w ith mony cler burde), 
Ho wat 3 J* 6 fayrest in felle, of flesche & of lyre, 
944 & of compas, & colour, & costes of alle ofer, 

& wener fen Wen ore, as fe wy3e f 03 t. 

He ches f ur 3 f e chauwsel, to cheryche fat hende ; 
An ofer lady hir lad bi fe lyft honde, 

948 b a t wat 3 alder fen ho, an auncian hit seined, 

& lie 3 ly honowred with haf ele 3 aboute. 

Bot vn-lyke on to loke f o ladyes were, 

For if fe 3 onge wat 3 3 ep, ioUe wat 3 fat ofer; 

952 Riche red on fat on rayled ay-quere, 

Rugh ronkled cheke 3 fat ofer on rolled ; 
Kerchofes of fat on wyth mony cler perle 3 
Hir brest & hir bry 3 t f rote bare displayed, 

1 MS. [claplaynej.] 
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956 Schon schyrer fen snawe, fat schedes 1 on hille^ ; 
Jjat of er wyth a g orger watj gered ouer fe swyre, 
Chymbled ou er hir blake chyn with mylk-quyte 
Hir frouwt folden in sy lk, enfoubled ay quere, [vay les, 
960 Toret & treieted with tryfle^ aboute, 

])at no 3 t wat^ bare of fat burde bot pe blake bro^es, 
J)e tweyne y^en, & f e nase, f e naked lyppe 3 , 

A p ose were soure to se, & sellyly blered ; 

964 A mensk lady on molde mow may hir calle, 
for gode ; 

Hir body wat 3 schort & p ik, 

Hir buttoke 3 bay & brode, 

968 More lykker-wys on to lyk, 

Wat 3 fat scho hade on lode. 

XIX. 

When Gawayn gly^t on fat gay, fat graciously 
loked, 

Wyth leue la 3 t of f e lorde he went hem a 3 aynes ; 
972 j)e alder he haylses, heldande ful lowe, 
j)e loueloker he lappe 3 a lyttel in arme 3 , 

He kysses hir comlyly, & kny 3 tly he mele 3 ; 

Jjay kallen hym of a-quoywtauwce, & he hit quyk 
97 6 To be her seruau??t sothly, if hem-self lyked. [aske 3 
£ay tan hym bytwene hem, wyth talkywg hym leden 
To chambre, to chemne, &• chefly fay asken 
Spyce 3 , fat vn-sparely mew speded~hom to brywg, 
980 & fe wywne-lych wyne pei'-with vclie tyme. 
j)e lfcrde luflych aloft lepe 3 ful ofte, 

Mywned merthe to be made vpon mony syf e$. 
Hent he 3 ly of his hode, & on a spere henged, 

984 & wayned horn to wywne fe worchip fer-of, 

J)at most myrf e my 3 t meue fat crystenmas whyle ; 
“ & I schalfonde, bi myfayth, to fylter wyth f e best, 
Er me wont fe wede , 2 with help of my frende 3 -” 

1 MS. scheder. * MS. wede). 


“ bare display- 
ed." 


The ancient one 
exposed only her 
“ I »lack brows," 
her two eyes, 

[Fol. 104.] 
nose, and naked 
lins, all sour and 
bleared. 


Her body was 
short and thick ; 
her buttocks 
broad and round. 


With permission 
of the lord, 


Sir Gawayne sa- 
lutes the elder. 


but the younger 
he kisses. 


and begs to be 
her servant. 


To chamber all 
go, 

where spices and 
wine are served. 


The lord takes off 
his hood and 
places it on a 
spear. 

He who makes 
most mirth is to 
win it. ' 
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THE JOT ON CHRISTMAS MORN. 


Night approach- 
n and than 


Sir Gawavna 
takes his leava 
and ratires to 
rest. 


988 J 7U8 wyth la 3 ande lote 3 f e lorde hit tayt make 3 , 
For to glade air Gawayn vriih gomne 3 in halle 
fat ny 3 t ; 

Til fat hit wat 3 tyme, 

992 £e [lord ] 1 comaundet ly 3 t, 

S ir Gawen his leue con nyme, 

& to his bed hy m d^t. 


XX. 


On Christinas 
morn, 

joy reigns in 
every dwelling in 
the world. 

So did it In the 
castle where our 
knight abode. 

[Fol. 1045.] 


The lord and “the 
old ancient wife" 
sit together. 

Gawayne sits by 
the wife of his 
host. 


It were too tedi- 
ous to tell of the 
meat, the mirth, 
and the joy that 
abounded every- 
where. 


Gawayne and his 
beautiful com- 
panion derive 
much comfort 
from each other's 
•conversation. 


Trumpets and 
nakers pive forth 
thur sounds. 


On f e morae, as vch mon myne 3 fat tyme, 

996 [J?]at dry 3 tyn for oure destyne to de^e \vat 3 borne, 
Wele \vaxe 3 in vche a won in worlde, for his sake ; 
So did hit fere on fat day, f 111*3 dayntes mony ; 
Bof e at mes & at mele, messes ful quaynt 
1000 Derf men vpon dece drest of fe best. 

Jje olde auncian wyf he 3 est ho sytte 3 ; 
j)e lorde lufly her by lent, as I trowe ; 

Gawan & f e gay burde to-geder fay seten, 

1004 Euen in-mydde 3 , as fe messe metely come ; 

& syfen fur 3 al f e sale, as hem best semed, 

Bi vche grome at his degre grayf ely wat 3 serued. 
])er wat 3 mete, f er wat 3 myrf e, per wat 3 much ioye, 
1008 Jjat for to telle ferof hit me tene were, 

& to ng gnte hit 3 et I pyned me parauenture ; 
■gotWl wot fat Wawen & fe wale burde 
Such comfort of her compaynye ca 3 ten to-geder, 
1012 fe 2 dere dalyaunce of her derne worde 3 , 
Wyth clene cortays carp, closed fro fylf e ; 

& hor play wat 3 passande vche prynce gomen, 
in vayres ; 

1016 Trumpe 3 & nakerys. 

Much pypyng per repayres, 

Yche mon tented hys, 

& fay two tented fayres^ 

1 MS. ky n & * MS. Her. 
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XXL 

1020 Much dut wat$ per dryuen pat day & pat oper, 

& pe pryd as pro pronge in peraft er ; 

pe ioye of sayn Ione^ day watj gentyle to here, 

& \vat 3 pe last of pe layk, leude} per p 03 ten. 

1024 J^er wer gestes to go vpon pe gray mome, 

For-py wonderly pay woke, & pe wyn dronken, 
Daunsed ful dre 3 ly wyth dere carole 3 ; 

At pe last, when hit wat 3 late, pay lachen her leue, 
1028 Ychon to wende on his way, pat wat 3 w Y3 e stronge. 
Gawan gef hym god-day, pe god mo?i hym lachche 3 , 
Ledes hym to his awen chambre,p[e] chymn^bysyde, 
& pere he dra 3 e 3 hym o n-dry^e , & derelyhym ponk- 
1032 Of pe wynne worschipp 11 he hym way ned hade, [kej, 
As to honour his hons on pat hy 3 e tyde, 

& enbelyse his hur 3 w/t/i his bele chere. 

“ I-wysse sir, quyl I leue, me worpe 3 pe better, 
1036 p&t Gawayn hat 3 ben my gest, at Godde 3 awen fest.” 
“ Grant merci 2 sir,” quod Gawayn, “ in god fayth 
hit is yowre 3 , 

A1 pe hononr is your awen, pehe 3 e kyng yow 3 elde ; 
& I am wy 3 e at your wylle, to worch yonre best, 
1040 As I am halden per- to, in hy 3 e & in lo^e, 
hi ri$t” 

pe lorde fast can hym pa yne . 

To holde lenger pe kny 3 t, 

1044 To hym answre 3 Gawayn, 

Bi non way pat he my 3 t. 


Great ww the |oy 
for three daj s. 


8t. John’s-day 
was the last or the 
Christmas fes- 
tival. 


On the morrow 
many of the 
guests took their 
departure from 
the castle. 


Sir Gawayne is 
thanked by his 
host for the hon- 
our and pleasure 
of his visit. 


[FoL 105.] 


He endeavours to 
keep the knight 
at Ills court. 


XXII. 

Then frayned be freke ful fayre at him-seluew, h. desire, to 

know what had 

Quat derue dedehadhy?n dryuen, at pat dere tyme, 

1048 So kenly fro pe kynge 3 kourt to kayre al his one, fore th^end of 
Er pe halidaye 3 holly were halet out of toun 1 hoii2 ^ tm,i8 

1 MS. &. . 2 MS. nercL 
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GAWAYNE INQUIRES ABOUT THE GREEN CHAPEL. 


The knight re- 
plies that “a high 
errand and a 


hasty one** had 
forced him to 
leave the court. 


He asks his host 
whether he has 
ever heard of the 
Green Chapel, 


for he has to be 
there on New 
Year’ 8-day. 


He would as lief 
die as fail in his 
errand. 


The prince tells 
Sir Gawayne that 
h«[ will teach him 
the way. 


[Fol. 105b.] 


The Green Chapel 
is not more than 
two miles from 
the castle. 


Then was Ga- 
wayne glad. 


and consents to 
tarry awhile at 
the castle. 


“For sofe s ir” quod fe segge, “30 sayn bot fe 
trawf e, 

A 11030 ern d0 & a hasty me hade fro po WO1103, 
1052 For I am suraned my selfe to sech to a place, 

I wot 1 in world© wheder warde to wond© hit to fyndo; 
I nold©, bot if I hit negh my3t on nw3eros morn©, 
For all© pe londe in-wyth Logres, so m© our© lord© 
1056 For-fy, s/r,fis enquest I require yow here, [help ! 
)?at 3e me telle with trawfe, if euer 3© tale herd© 
Of f e grene chapel, quere hit on grounde stond©3, 
& of f e kny3t fat hit kepes, of colonr of grene ? 
1060 per watj stabled bi statut a steuen vus by-twene, 
To mete fat mon at fat mere, 3if I my3t last ; 

& of fat ilk nw3ere bot neked now wont©3, 

& I wold© loke on fat led©, if God me let wolde, 
1064 Gladloker, bi Godde3 sun, fen any god welde ! 
For-f i, I-wysse, bi ]owre wylle,wende me bi-houes, 
Naf I now to busy bot bar© fr© daye3, 

& me als fayn to fall© feye as fayl*of myyn emde." 
1068 b ewne l a 3andeqwod f e lorde{^n»^Sreng f e by-houes, 
Forlschalteche yowtof a[t] termebi fetyme3 ende, 
pe grene chapay 1© vpon grounde greue yo w no more ; 
Bot 3© schal be in yowre bed, bume, at fyn ese, 
1072 Quvle forth day 03, & ferk on fe fyrst of f© 3ere, 

& cum to fat merk at mydmorn, to make quat 
in spenne ; [yow like3 

Dowelle3 whyle new 3eres daye, 

1076 & rys, & rayke? fenne, 

Mon schal yow sette in waye, 

Hit is not two myle henne.’^J 

XXIII. 

bonne wat3 Gawan ful glad, & gomenly he la3ed, — 
1 080 “ Now I f onk yow f ryuandely f ur3 all© of er f ynge, 
Now acheued is my chaunce, I schal at your wylle 
Dowelle, & ollc3 do quat 30 demen. ” 

1 Sic MS. ; read I n£ wot. 
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HE MAKES A BARGAIN WITH HIS HOST. 
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J)enne sesed hym f e syre, & set hym bysyde, 
1084 Let fe ladie^ be fette, to lyke hem f e better ; 

J)er wat^ seme solace by hem-self stille ; 

) 5 e lorde let for luf lotej so myry, 

As wy 3 fat wolde of his wyte, ne wyst quat he myjt. 
1088 berme he carped to fe kny^t, criande loude, 

“ Je han demed to do f e dede fat I bidde ; 

Wyl 30 halde fis hes here at fys one 3 V 1 
“ ?e sir, for-sofe,” sayd fe segge trwe, 

1092 “ Whyl I byde in yowre boi^e, be bayn to 3 ow[r]e 
hest.” 

“ For 30 haf trauayled,” quod f e tulk, “ towen fro 
ferre, 

& syfen waked me wyth, 36 am not wel waryst, 
Naufer of sostnaunce ne of slepe, sof ly I knowe ; 
1096 Je schal lenge in your lofte, & ly 3 e in your ese, 
To mom quyle f e messe-quyle, & to mete wende, 
When 30 wyl, wyth my wyf,f at wyth yow schal sitte, 
& comfort yow with compayny, til I to cort tome, 
1100 3 elende; 

& I schal erly ryse, 

On huntyng wyl I wende.” 

Gauayn grante 3 alle f yse, 

1104 Hym heldande, $9 fe hende. 


The ladies are 
brought in to 
solace him. 


The lord of the 
castle asks the 
knight to grant 
him one request; 


That he will stay 
in his chamber 
during mass 
time, 

and then go to 
meat with his 
hostess. 


Gawayne accedes 
to Ids request. 



XXIV. 

fBrre,” quod fe freke, “a forwarde we make; 
Quat-so-euer I Wynne in f e wod,hit worf e 3 to youro^ 
& quat chek so 30 acheue, chaunge me fer-forne ; 
1108 Swete, swap we so, sware with trawfe, 

Quef er y leude, so lymp lere of er hotter^] 

“Bi God,”qno<f Gawaynfegode, “I grant fer-tylle, 
& fat yow lyst forto layke, lef hit me fynkes. 
1112 “Who brynge 3 y us fe 1 beuerage, fis bargayn is 
maked : w 

So sayde f e lorde of fat lede ; fay la 3 ed vchone, 
1 MS. pis. 


“Whatsoever/* 
says the host, “ I 
win in the wood 
shall be yours, 
and what check - 
you achieve shall 
be mine.” 


[Fol. 106.] 

A bargain is made 
between them. 
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PREPARATIONS FOR THE CHASE. 


Night approaches 
and each “ to his 
bed was brought 
. at the last.** 


Before day-break 
folks uprise. 


saddle their 
horses, and truss 
their mails. 


Each goes where 
It pleases hjm 

The noble lord 
of the land ar- 
rays himself for 
riding. 

He eats a sop 
hastily and goes 
to mass. 

Before day-light 
he and his men 
are on theii 
horses. 

Then the hounds 
are called out and 
coupled. 


Three short notes 
are blown by the 
bugles. 


Jjay dronken, & daylyeden, & dalten vntvateh 
J?ise lordej & ladyej, quyle fat hem lyked ; 

11 16 & syf en with frenkysch fa.™ & fele fayre lotej 
J?ay stoden, & stemed, & stylly speken, 
Kysten fill comlyly, & ka^ten her leue. 

"With mony leude ful ly^t, & lemande torches* 
1120 Yche bume to his bed wat 3 bro$t at f>e laste > 
ful softe ; 

To bed 3et er fay 3ede, 

Recorded couenaunte 3 ofte ; 

1124 j)e olde lorde of fat lede, 1 

Cowfe wel halde layk a-lofte*/ 


[FYTTE THE THIRD.] 

I. 

T^ul erly bifore f e day f e folk vp-rysen, 

-** Gestes fat go wolde, hor grome 3 fay calden, 
1128 & fay busken yp bilyue, blonkke} to sadel, 
Tyffen he[r] takles, trussen her males, 

Richen hem f e rychest, to ryde alle arayde, 
Lepen vp ly$tly, lachen her brydeles, 

1132 Yche wy 3 e on his way, fer hym wel lyked. 
j)e leue lorde of f e londe wat 3 not f e last, 
A-rayed for f e rydyrag, with renkke 3 ful mony ; 
Ete a sop hastyly, when he hade herde masse, 
1136 WitZfc bugle to bent-felde he buske 3 by-lyue ; 

By fat fat any day-ly 3 t lemed vpon erf e, 

He with his hafeles on hy 3 e horsses weren. 

Jje/me fise cacheres fat coufe, cowpled lior 
houwde3, 

1140 Ynclosed fe kenel dore, & calde hem fer-oute, 
Blwe bygly in bugle 3 fre bare motes 2 ; 

Braches bayed ferfore, & breme noyse maked, 

1 MS. leude. # MS. mote. 
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& fay cliastysed, & charred, on chasywg fat went ; 
1144 A hundreth of hunteres, as I haf herde telle, 


A hundred 
hunters join in 
the chase. 


of f e best ; 

To trystors vewters 3 od, 
Couples huntes of kest, 
1148 pier ros for blaster gode, 

Gret rurd in fat forest. 


To the stations 
the “ fewters ” 
go, 

[FoL 106b.] 

and the dogs are 
cast off. 


II. 


At f e fyrst quethe of f e quest quaked f e wylde ; 
Der drof in f e dale, doted for drede, 

1152 Hi^ed to fe hyje, bot hete?*ly fay were 

Restayed with f e stablye, fat stoutly ascryed ; 

^ J 3 ay let f e hertte^ haf f e gat^, with fe hyje hedes, 
Jje^reme bukke^ also, with hor brode paumej ; 
1156 For fe^fre lorde bade de-fende in fermysoun tyme, 
]>at f er schjilde no mon meue to f e male dere. 
j)e hindej were h^lden i n, with hay & war, 

])q does dryuen with gret dyn to f e depe slade 3 ; 
1160 J?er my 3 t mon se, as fay slypte, slentywg of arwes, 
At vclie wende vnder wande wapped a flone, 

, Jjat bigly bote on f e broura, with ful brode hede 3 , 
What ! f aybrayen, & bleden, bi bonkke 3 fay de 3 en. 
1164 & ay rachches in a res radly hem fo^es, 

Huwtere 3 wyth hy 3 e home hasted hem after, 
Wyth such a crakkandekry,as klyffes hadenbrusten; 
Wliat wylde so at-waped wy 3 es fat schotten, 
1168 Wat 3 al to-raced & rent, at fe resayt. 

Bi fay were tened at f e hy 3 e, & taysed to fe wattre 3 , 
J)e lede 3 were so lerned at f e 103 c trysteres, 

& fe gre-houwde 3 so grete, fat geten hem bylyue, 
1172 & hem to-fylched, as fast as freke 3 m y^ l°he, 
per ry 3 t. 

])q lorde for blys abloy 
Ful oft con lau/ice .& ^y 3 t, 


Roused by the 
cfaunour the deer 
rush to the 
heights. 


but are soon 
driven back. 

The harts and 
bucks are allowed 
to pass. 


but the hinds and 
does are driven 
back to the 
shades. 


As they fly they 
are shot by the 
bowmen. 

The hounds and 
the hunters, with 
a loud cry, follow 
in pursuit. 


Those that 
escaped the arrows 
are killed by the 
hounds. 


The lord waxes 
joyful in the 
chase. 
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GAWAYNE LIES A-BED. 


which lasted till 
the approach of 
night. 


All this time Ga- 
wayne lies a-bed, 


under “coverture 
full clear.” 


He hears a noise 
at his door. 


£Fol. 107.] 


A lady, the love- 
liest to behold, 
enters softly. 

She approaches 
the bed. 


Gawayne pre- 
tends to be asleep. 
The lady casts up 
the curtain and 
sits on the bed- 
side. 


Gawayne has 
much wonder 
thereat. 


He rouses himself 
up. 

unlocks his eyes, 
and looks as if he 
were astonished. 


1176 & drof pat day wyth Ioy, 

Thus to pe clerk ny*t. 


III. 


pus layke$ pis lord© by lynde-wodej eue$, 

& G. pe god mon, in gay bed lygc$, 

1180 Lurkke$ quyl pe day-lyjt lemed on pe wowes, 
Ynder cbuertonr ful clere, cortyned aboute ; 

& as in slomeryng he slode, sle 3 ly he herde 
A littel dyn at his dor, & derfly vpon ; 

J 184 & he heue 3 vp his hed out of pe elopes, 

A corner of pe cortyn he ca 3 t vp a lyttel, 

& waste 3 warly pider-warde, quat hit be my 3 t. 
j ^H iV^yut 3 pe ladi, loflyest to be-holde, 

1188 J^at dro 3 pe dor after hir ful dernly & stylle, 

& bo 3 ed to-warde pe bed; & pe burne schamed, 

& layde hym doun lystyly, & let as he slepte. 

& ho stepped stilly, & stel to his bedde, 

1192 Kest vp pe cortyn, & creped w/t/t-inne, 

& set hir ful softly on pe bed-syde, 

& lenged pere sellylonge, to loke quen he wakened^ 
pe lede lay lurked a ful longe quyle, 

1196 Compast in his concience to quat pat cace myjt 
Meue oper amount, to meruayle hym pojt ; 

Bot 3 et hesayde in hym-self, “ more semly hit were 
To aspyewyth my spelle [in] space quat ho wolde.” 
1200 pen he wakenede, & wroth, & to hir warde tomed, 
& vn-loukcd his y 3 e-lydde 3 ,& let as hym wondered, 
& sayned hym, as bi his sa 3 e pe sauer to worthe, 
with hande ; 

1204 Wyth chynne & cheke ful swete, 

Bope quit & red in-blande, 

Ful lufly con ho lete, 

Wyth lyppe 3 smal h^ande. 
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IY. 


1208 “God morouw, sir Gawayn,” sayde fat fayr lady, morrow,^ 
“3e ar a sleper vn-slyje, fat mow may slyde hider ; 

Now ar 30 tan astyt, bot true yus may schape, enter thUB * 


1212 


I schal bynde yow iw jour bedde, fat be 30 trayst J n 8h |^ r b ^ y° f u 
A1 la3ande fe lady lanced fo bourde3. that be ye sure." 


“Goud morouw gfaye],” 1 q uod Gawayn fe blyfe, 

“ Me schal worf e at jour wille, & fat me wel lyke3, puJSdto 1 !,® at 


For I 3elde me 3ederly, & 3030 after grace, 


your service ; 


1216 & fat is fe best, be my dome, forme by-houe3 nede ; ” 

& f us he bonrded a^ayn wit 7 t mony a blyfe la3ter. 

“Bot wolde 3e, lady louely, few leue me grante, wiTdrew t0 
& de-prece jour prysouw, & pray hywi to ryse, myself *” 


1220 


1224 


1228 


I wolde bo3e of f is bed, & busk me better, 

I schulde keuerfe more comfort to karp yow wyth.” 

“Nay, for sofe, beau sir,” sayd fat swete, ^Na/bwtu sir 

“Je schal not rise of jour bedde, I ryoji yow better, JJJ* ***** ,weet 
I schal happe yow here fat of er half als, 

& syf en karp wyth my kny3t fat I ka3t haue ; 

For I wene wel, Iwysse, sir Wawen 30 are, 

Jjat alle fe worlde worchipe3, quere-so 30 ride ; 

Your honowr, jour hendelayk is hendely praysed 


“ I shall hold 
talk with yoa 
here. 

I know well that 
you are Gawayne 
that all the world 
worships. 


Wit^4prd e 3, wyth ladyes, with alle fat lyf here. 
^&Ww3e ar here, iwysse, & we bot oure one ; 
My lorde & his lede3 ar on lenfe faren, 

1232 Ofer bume3 iw her bedde, & my burde3 als, 

])e dor drawen, & dit with a derf haspe ; 

& syf en I haue iw f is hows hyra fat al lyke3, 

I schal ware my whyle wel, quyl hit laste3, 

1236 with tale ; 


We are “by our- 
selves ; 


My lord and his 
men are far off. 
Other men are in 
their beds, so are 
my maidens. 

The door is safety 
closed. 

Since I have him 
in house that 
every one likes, I 
shall nse my time 
well while it lasts. 


1240 


Je ar welcuwt to my cors, 
Yowre awen won to wale, N 
Me be-houe3 of fyne force, 
Your seruauwt be & schal 


Ye are welcome 
to my body. 


I shall be your 
servant." 


1 This word is illegible in the MS. 
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THE LADY DISCOURSES OF LOVE. 


“ I am unworthy/* 
says Sir Gawayne, 
“ to reach to such 
reverence as ye 
rehearse. 


I shall be glad, 
however, to 
please you by 
word or service.” 


4 ‘ There are la- 
dies/* says his 
visitor, “who 
would prefer thy 
company 


to much of the 
gold that they 
possess/* 


[Fol. 1418.] 

The knight an- 
swers the lady’s 
questions. 


Gawayne tells 
her that he pre- 
fers her convers- 
ation before that 
of all others. 


The lady declares 
by Mary, 


tnat were she 
about to choose 
her a lord. 


Y. 

“In god fayth,” quod Gawayn, “ga yn hit me fynk- 
Jjaj I be not now he fat je of speken ; [ke$, 

To reclie to such reuerence as 3 e reherce here 
1244 I am wy 3 e vn-worfy, I wot wel my-seluen ; 

Bi God, I were glad, & yow god f 03 t, 

At sa 3 e o f er at seruyce fat I sette my 3 t 
To f e plesaunce of your prys, hit were a pure ioye.” 
1248 “In god fayth, sir Gawayn,” quod fe gay lady, 
“pe prys & fe prowes fat plese 3 al of er, j 

If I hit lakked, of er set at ly 3 t, hit were littel daynt£ ; 
Bot hit ar ladyes in-no^o, fat leuer wer nowf e 
1252 Haf fe hende in hor holde, as I f e habbe here, 

To daly vrith derely your daynte worde 3 , 

Keuer hem comfort, & colen her care 3 , 
pon much of feg arysoun ofergolde fat 1 fayhauen; 
1256 Bot I louue 2 fat ilk lorde fat fe lyfte halde 3 , 

I haf hit holly in my honde fat al desyres, 
fui^e grace.” 

Scho made hywi so gret chere, 

1260 J3at wat 3 so fayr of face, 

pe kny 3 t wft/j. speches skere, 

A[n]swared to vche a cace. 

YI. 

“Madame,” quod fe myry mon, “Mary yow 3 elde, 
1264 For Ihaf found en, in god fayth, yowre fraunchis no- 
- & of er ful muchof of er folk fongen hor dede 3 , [bele ; 
Bot fe daynte fat fay delen for my disert nysen; 
Hit is f e worchyp of yonr-self, fat no 3 t bot wel 
conne3” 

1268 “ Bi Mary,” quod f e menskful, “ me f ynk hit anof er ; 
For were I worth al fe wone of wy/nmen alyue, 

& al fe wele of f e worlde were in my honde, 

& I schulde chepen & chose, to cheue me a lorde, 

1 MS. t>at ])dt. 

2 MS. doubtful ; but probably this is the correct reading. 
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1272 For f e costes fat I haf knowen vpon f e kny^t here, 
Of bewte, & debonerte, & blyf e semblaunt, 

& fat I haf er herkkened, & halde hit here trwee, 
per schulde no freke vpon folde bifore yow be 
chosen.” 

1276 “I-wysse, worfy,” quod fe wy 3 e, haf waled 
wel better, 

Bot I am proude of f e prys fat 30 put on me, 

& soberly jour seruaunt my souerayn I holde yow, 
& yow re kny 3 t I be- com, & Kryst yow for^elde.” 

1280 pus fay melcd of much-quat, til myd-morn paste, 
& ay f e lady let lyk, a hym loued mych ; 
pe freke ferde with defence, & feted ful fayre. 

“ pa$ I were burde bry 3 test,” f e burde in mynde 
hade, 

1284 “ pe lasse luf in his lode, for lur fat he so 3 t, 
boute hone ; 

pe dunte fat schulde 1 hym deue, 

& nede 3 hit most be done.” 

1288 pe lady fenn spek of leue, 

He granted hir ful sone. 


~ VII. 

penne ho gef hy?n god -day, & wyth a glent la 3 ed, 
& as ho stod, I 10 stony eilhyra wyth ful stor worde 3 : 
1292 “Now he fat spede 3 vche spech, fis disport 3 elde, 
Bot fat 3 e be Gawan, hit got 3 in mynde.” [yow! 
“Quer-fore?” quod fe freke, & freschly he aske 3 , 
Ferde lest he hade fayled in fonrme of his castes ; 
1296 BokJeNl urde hym blessed, & hi fis skyl sayde, 
F9&-gda as Gawayn gaynly is halden, 

cortaysye is close^ so clene in hy?n-seluen, 
Couth not ly 3 tly haf lenged so long wyth a lady, 
1300 Bot he had craued a cosse, bi his cowrtaysye, 

Bi sum towch of su?nme try fie, at sum tale? ende.” 
pen q nod Wowen, “ I-wysse, worf e as yow - lyke 3 , 

1 MS. sclulde. , \ 


she would select 
Gawayne before 
any man on earth. 


Gawayne tells 
her that he will 
become her own 
knight and faith- 
ful servant. 


The remembrance 
of his adventure 
prevents him 
from thinking of 
we. 


The lady takes 
leave of Sir Ga- 
wayne. 


With a laughing 
glance, she says. 


“ I am doubtfhl 
whether ye be 
Gawayne. 


[FoL 108:,.] 


Were it he, sure- 
ly, ere this, he 
would have craved 
a kiss.’* 


“ I shall kiss,” 
says the knight. 
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THE BREAKING OF THE DEER. 


«at your com- I schal kysse at yo ur comauwdement, as a kny*t 

mandment.” J J 

faille}, 

1304 & fir§/lest he displese yow,so 1 plede hit no more/ 
Ho comes nerre with pat, & cache 3 hym in arme 3 , 
Loute^ luflych adouw, & pe leude kysse$J 
p ay comly bykewnen to Kryst ayper oper ; 

1308 Ho dos hir forth at pe dore, w/t/t-onten dyn more. 
& he ryches hym to ryse, & rapes hym sone, 


With that the 
lady catches him 
in her arms and 
kisses him. 


Gawayne then 
rises and goes to 
mass. 


He makes mirth 
all day till the 
moon rises. 


Clepes to his chamberlayn, choses his wede, 
Bo$e 3 forth, quen he wat} boun, blypely to masse, 
1312 & pewne he meued to his mete, pat me??skly/liym 
& made myry al day til pe mone rysed, [keped, 
with game ; 


between the “ two 1316 
dames.*' the older 
and the younger. 


Wat 3 2 neuer freke fayrer fonge, 
Bitwene two so dywgne dame, 
pe alder & pe 3 onge, . 


Much solace set pay same. 


VIII. 


Meanwhile the 
lord of the land 
and his men hunt 
in woods and 
heaths. 


And ay pe lorde of pe londe is lent on his gamne 3 , 
1320 To hunt in holte 3 & hepe, at hynde 3 barayne, 

Such a sowme he per slowe bi pat pe suwne heldet, 


Quickly of the 1324 

killed a u quarry ** 
they make. \ 


Of dos & of op er dere, to deme were wonder. 
)?enne fersly pay flokked in folk at pe laste, 

& quykly of pe quelled dere a querre pay maked ; 
pe best bo 3 ed perto, wiiJi bume 3 iw-noghc, 


Then they set 
about breaking 
the deer. 


Gedered pe grattest of gres pat per were* 

& didden hem derely^vndo, as pe dede aske 3 ; 


They take away 
the assay or fat, 


then they slit the 
slot and remove 
the erbtr. 

They afterwards 
rip the four limbs 
and rend off the 
hide. 

Thev next open 
the holly and take 
out the bowels. 

[Fol. 109.] 


1328 §erclied hem at pe asay summe pat per were, 

Two fywgeres pay fonde of pe fowlest of alle ; / 
Sypew pay slyt pe slot, sesed pe erber, / 
Schaued wyth a scharp knyf, & pe schyr^knitten ; 

1332 Sypenrytte pay pe foure lymmes, & rent of pe hyde, 
pen brek pay pe bale, pe bale 3 out token, 

Lystily forlancywg, & bere of pe knot ; 

\ 1 MS. fo. 8 MS. Witt. 
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J)ay gryped to f e gargulun, & grayfely departed 
1336 pe wesauwt fro J>e wynt-hole, & wait out fe gutte 3 ; 
pen seller fay out fe schuldere 3 with her scharp 
knyue3, 

Haled hem by a lyttel hole, to liaue hole sydes ; 
Sifen britned J?ay f e hrest, & brayden hit i n twywne, 
1340 & eft at fe gargulwi higyne 3 on fewne, 

Ryue 3 hit vp radly, ry 3 t to f e hy 3 t, 

Voyde 3 out fe a-vantcrs, & verayly feraftcr 
Alle f e ryme 3 by f e ryhbe 3 radly f ay lance ; 

1344 So ryde fay of by resoun bi fe rygge bone 3 , 

Euenden to f e haunche, fat henged alle samen, 

& heuen hit vp al hole, & hwen hit of fere, 

& fat f ay neme for f enoiimbles,bi nome as I trowe, 
1348 bi kynde ; 


They then separ- 
ate the xotaiand 
from the wind- 
hole and throw 
oat the guts. 


The-shoulders 
are cut out, and 
the breast divided 
into halves. 


The numbUs are 
next removed. 


Bi f e by 3 t al of f e fy 3 es, 
pe lappe 3 fay lance bi-hynde, 
To hewe hit in two fay hy 3 es, 
1352 Bi fe bak-bon to vnbynde. 


By the fork of 
the thighs, 


the flaps are 
hewn in two by 
the backbone. 


IX. 


Bof e f e hede & f e hals fay hwen of f enne, 

& syf en sunder fay f e syde 3 swyft fro f e chyne, 
& f e corbeles fee fay kest in a greue ; 


After this the 
head and neck 
are cut off, and 
the sides severed 
from the chine. 


1356 penn furled fay ayfer fik side fui* 3 , bi fe rybbe, 

& henged ferane a[y]fer bi hojes of f e fourch cs. 

Yche freke for his fee, as falle 3 forto haue. 

Vpon a felle of f e fayre best, fede fay f ayr houwdes, 

1360 Wyth fe lyuer & f e Iy 3 te 3 ,fe lefer of fe paunche 3 , with the liver, 
& bred baf ed in blod, blende f er amowge 3 ; ^"^TiIoSs. 
Baldely fay blw prys, bayed f ayr rachche 3 , 

Syf en fonge fay her flesche folden to home, Theiuhey make 
1364 Strakande fill stoutly mony stif mote 3 . 

Bi fat f e dayly 3 t wat 3 done, f e douthe wat 3 al 
N wonen 
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GAWAYNE RECEIVES THE SPOIL. 


Gawayna goes 
out to meet hi* 
host. 


In-to f e comly castel, per f e kny 3 t bide; 
ful stilly ; 

1368 Wyth blys & bry;t fyr bette, 

J)e lord is comen f er-tylle, 

When Gawayn wyth hym mette, 
J}er wat; hot wele at wylle. 


[Fol. 1096.] 
The lord com- 
mands all hia . 
household to as- 
semble, 


and the venison 
to be brought be- 
fore him. 

He calls Ga- 
wayne. 


and asks him 
whether he does 
not deserve much 
praise for his suc- 
cess in the chase. 


On the knight 
expressing nim- 
self satisfied, he 
is told to take the 
whole according 
to a former agree- 
ment between 
them. 


Gawayne gives 
the knight a 
comely kiss in 
return. 


His host desires 
to know where 
he has gotten 
such weaL 


X. 

1372 Theime comaunded fe lorde in fat sale to samen 
alle f e meny, 

Bof e f e ladyes on loglie to ly;t vrith her burdes, 
Bi-fore alle f e folk on f e flette, freke; he bedde; 
Verayly his venysoun to fech hym byfome ; 

1376 & al godly in gomen Gawayfn] he called, 

Teche$ hym to f e tayles of ful tayt bestes, 
Schewe; hym f e schyree greceschornevpon rybbes. 
“ How paye 3 yow f is play 1 haf I prys woranen 1 
1380 Haue I fryuandely f onk fur 3 my craft seruedl ” 

“ 3 e I-wysse,” quod fat of er wy$Q, “ here is wavth 
fayrest 

j 3 aH^s 0 3 fis seuen ;ere in sesoun of wynter.” 

F “ anfl I gif yow, Gawayn,” quod fe gome fenno, 

“ For by a-corde of couenaurat 3 e craue hit as yowr 
a wen.” 

“ ))is is soth,” quod f e segge, “ I say yow f atilke ; 
[)3at] I haf worthyly [wonnen] fis wone 3 1 wyth- 
iwne, 

I-wysse with as god wylle hit worfe 3 to 301 ^ 03 ." 
1388 He hasppe 3 his fayre hals his arrne; wyth-imie, 

& kysses hym as comlyly as he 9 couf e awyse : 

“ Tas yow fere my cheuicaunce, I cheued no more, 
I wowche hit saf fynly, fa 3 feler hit were.” 

1392 “Hit is god,” quod fe god mon, “grant mercy 
ferfore, [wolde 

Hit may be such, hit is fe better, & 30 me breue 
Where 30 wan fis ilk wele,bi wytte of 3 or 8 seluen?” 

1 MS. & I haf worthyly )>is wone3. * MS. ho 
* MS. hor. 
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“ )pat watj not forward,” quod he, “ frayst me no 
1396 For 30 haf tan fat yow tyde 3 , trawe je non ofer [more, 

3 e mowe.”"7 

J3ay la 3 ed, & made hem blyf e, 

Wytb lote 3 fat w£re to lowe, 

1400 To soper fay 3 ede asswyfe, 

Wyth dayntes nwe in-no we. 

XI. 

And syf en by f e chymn 6 in chamber fay seten, 
Wy 3 e 3 f e walle wyn we 3 ed to hem oft, 

1404 & efte in her bourdyng fay bayfen in fe mom 
To fylle f e same forwarde 3 fat fay by-fore maden, 
J)at chaunce so by tyde 3 , hor cheuy saunce to chaunge, 
What nwe 3 so fay nome, at na 3 t quen fay metten ; 
1 408 J)ay acorded of f e couenaunte 3 byfore f e cowrt alle ; 
pe beuerage wat 3 bro 3 t forth in bourde at fat tyme; 
penne fay louelych le 3 ten leue at f e last, 

Vche bume to his bedde busked bylyue. 

1412 Bi fat fe coke hade crowe 1 & cakled bot fryge, 
pe lorde wat 3 lopen of his bedde, [&] f e leude 3 vch 
one; 

So fat f e mete & f e masse wat 3 metely delyuered, 
pe douthe dressed to f e wod, er any day sprenged, 
1416 to chace ; 

He 3 with hunte & home 3 , 
pur 3 playne 3 fay passe in space, 
Vn-coupled among f o fomej 
1420 Rache 3 fat ran on race. 

XII. 

S one f ay calle of a quest in a ker syde, [m ynged, 
pe hunt re-hayted fe hounde 3 , fat hit fyrst 
Wylde worde 3 hy m warp wyth a wrast noyce; 

1 424 pe hownde 3 fat hit herde, hastid f ider swyf e, 

1 MS. crowe3. 


As this does not 
enter into the 
covenant, he gets 
no answer to his 
question. 


They then pro- 
ceed to supper, 
where were dain- 
ties new and 
enough. 


By, the hearth 
they sit. 

Wine is carried 
round. 


Again Sir Oa- 
wayne and his 
host renew their 
agreement. 


[Fol. 110.] 

Then they take 
leave of each 
other and hasten 
to bed. 

Scarce had the 
cock cackled 
thrice when the 
lord was up. 


With his hunters 
and horns they 
pursue the chase. 


The hunters cheer 
on the hounds, 


which fall to the 
scent forty at 
once. 
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HUNTING THE WILD BOAR. 


All come to- 


gether by the 
side of a cliff. 


They look about 
on all sides. 


and beat on the 
bushes. 


Out there rushes 
a fieroe wild boar. 


At the first thrust 
he fells three 1 J 
the ground. 


[Fol. 1106.] 

Full quickly the 
hunters pursue 
him. 


However, he at- 
tacks the hounds, 
causing them to 
yowl and yelL 


The bowmen 
send their arrows 
after this wild 
wine. 


& fellen as fast to fe fuyt, fourty at ones ; 
penne such a glauerande glam of gedered rachchej 
Eos, fat fe rochere$ rungen aboute ; 

1428 Hurctere^ hem hardened with home & wyth muthe. 
pen al in a sembl6 sweyed to-geder, 

Bitwene a flosche in fat fryth, & a foo cragge ; 

In a knot, bi a clyffe, at f e kerre syde, 

1432 per as fe rogh rocher vn-rydely wat^ fallen, 

[bay] ferden to f e fyndyng, & freke 3 hem after ; • 
J)ay vmbe-kesten f e knarre & f e knot bof e, 
Wy 3 e 3 , whyl fay wysten wel wyt inne hem hit were, 
1436 pe best fat fer breued wat$ wyth fe blod hounde$. 
J)enne fay beten on fe buske^&bede hym vp ryse, 
& he ynsoundyly out so 3 t segge 3 ouer-f wert, 

On fe sellokest swyn swenged out fere, 

1440 Long sythen fro 1 fe sounder fat w^t for-olde, 

For he wat 3 b[este baleful &] 2 bor alfer grattest, 
[And eue]re quen he gronyed, f enne greued mony, 
For [fre a]t fe fyrst frast he fry 3 t to fe erfe, 
1444 & [sped hym] forth good sped, boute spyt more, 
[Ande fay] halowed hyghe ful hy 3 e, & hay ! hay ! 
Haden home 3 to mouf e heterly rechated ; [cryed, 
Mony wat 3 f e myry mouthe of men & of hounde 3 , 
1448 bat buskke 3 after f is bor, with bost & wyth noyse. 
To quelle ; 

Ful oft he byde 3 f e baye, 

& mayme 3 f e mute Inn-melle, 

1452 He hurte 3 of fe hounde 3 , & fay 

Ful 3 omerly 3 aule & 3 elle. 

XIIL 

Schalke 3 to schote at hym schowen to fewne, 
Haled to hym of her arewe 3 , hitten hym oft ; 

1456 Bot f e poynte 3 payTed at f e pyth fat py 3 t in his schel- 
& f e barbe 3 of his browe bite non wolde, [de 3 *, 
1 MS. for. 

5 MS. b[este illegible ; baleful, conjectured. 
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J 3 a$ f e schauen schaft schyndered in pece}, 

J)e hede hypped ajayn, were-so-euer hit hitte ; 

1460 Bot quen f e dyntej hym dered of her dry 30 stroke}, 
ften, hrayn-wod for bate, on burne} he rase 3 , 
Hurte 3 hem ful heterly fer he forth hy}e}, 

& mony a^ed f erat, & on-lyte dro}en. 

1464 Bot fe lorde on a ly}t horce launces hym after. 
As bume bolde vpon bent his bugle he bio we}, 
He rechated, & r[ode ] 1 fm *3 rone} ful fyk, 
Suaa&kfis wy[ld]e swyn til fe sunne schifted . 2 

14 681 jW&y wyth fis ilk dede fay dryuen on fis wyse, 
vVliyle oure luflych lede lys in his bedde, 
Gawayn grayf ely at home, in gere 3 ful ryche 
of hewe ; 

1472 J 3 e lady no}t folate, 

Com to hym to salue, 

Ful erly ho wat} hym ate, 

His mode forto remwe^ 

xrv. 


1476 Ho commes to fe cortyn, & at pe kny}t totes, 

Sir Wawen her welcumed worfy on fyrst, 

& ho hym 3 elde 3 a}ayn, ful 3 eme of hir worde}, 
Sette} hir sof[t]ly by his syde, & swyfely ho la} 03 , 
1480 & wyth a luflych loke ho layde hy?n fyse worde}: 
“ Sir , 3 if 30 be Wawen, wonder me fynkke}, 
Wy 30 fat is so wel wrast alway to god, 

& conne} not of compaynye f e coste} vnder-take, 
1484 & if mon kennes yow horn to knowe, 3 e kest horn 
of your mynde ; 

Jxm hat} for^eten 3 ederly fat }isterday I ta}tte 
bi alder-truest token of talk fat I cowfe.” 
“What is fat 1 ” quod fe wyghe, “ I-wysse I wot 
neuer, 

1488 If hit be sothe fat 3 e breue, fe blame is mjn a wen.” 


1 The MS. is here almost illegible. 2 MS. schafted. 


but thev glide off 
shivered in 
pieces. 

Enraged with the 
blows, 


he attacks the 
hunters. 


The lord of the 
land blows his 
bugle. 


and pursues the 
boar. 


All this time Ga- 
wayne lies a- bed. 


The lady of the 
castle again visits 
Sir Gawayne. 


Softly she sits oy 
his side, 


[Fol. 111. 


and tells the 
knight that he 
has forgotten 
what she taught 
him the day be- 
fore. 
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GAWAYNE AND HIS HOSTESS. 


* I taught you of 
kissing,” she 
says, "that be- 
comes every 
knight.** 


Gawayne says 
that he must not 
take that which is 
forbidden. 


He is told that he 
is strong enough 
to enforce it. 


The knight re- 
plies that every 
gift is worthless 
that is not given 
willingly. 


The lady stoops 
down and kisses 
him. 


“ I would learn,’* 
she says, “ why 
you, Who are so 
young and active, 


so skilled in the 
true sport of love. 


and so renowned 
a knight. 


1 ‘ Jet I kende yow of kyssywg,” quod fe clere fenne, 
“ Quere-so countenaunce is couf e, quikly to clayme, 
J)at bicurwes vche a kny^t, fat cortaysy vses.” 

1 492 “ Do way,” quod fat derf mon, “ my dere, fat speche. 
For fat durst I not do, lest I denayed were, [ed.” 
If Iwerewemed, I were wrang I-wysse^if I prafer- 
“Mafay,”qworf f emerewyf, “je may not be wemed, 
1496 Je ar stif iw-noghe to eonstrayne wyth strenkfe, 3 if 
yow lyke 3 , 

Jif any were so vilanow* fat yow devaye wolde.” 
“ 3e, be God,” quod Gawayn, “good is your speche, 
Bot f rete is vn-f ryuande in fede f er I lende, 

1 500 & vche gift fat isgeuen not w/t^goud wylle ; [lyke^, 
I am at your comaundemewt, to kysse quen yow 
?e may lach quen yow lyst, & leue quen yow fynkke 3 , 
in space.” 

1504 J)e lady loute 3 a-douw, 

& comlyly kysses his face, 

Much speche fay f er expouH, 

Of druryes greme & grace. 

XV. 

1508 “I woled wy t at yow, wy 3 e,” fat worf y fer sayde, 
“ & yow wrathed not f er-wyth, what were f e skylle, 
J3at so 3 ong & so 3 epe, as 30 at f is tyme, 

So cortayse, so kny 3 tyly, as 30 ar knowen oute, 
1512 & of alle cheualry to chose, fe chef fywg a-losed, 
Is f e lei layk of luf, f e lettrure of armes ; 

F[or] to telle of fe 1 teuelyng of fis trwe kny 3 te 3 , 
Hit is fe tytelet, token, & tyxt of her werkke 3 , 
1516 How le [des] for her lele luf hor lyue 3 han auwtered, 
Endured for her drury dulful stounde 3 , 

& after wenged with herwalo?*r & voyded her care, 
& bro 3 t blysse iw-to boure, with bountees hor awen. 
1520 & 3 e ar kny 3 t com-lokest kyd of your elde, 

1 MS. pis. 
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Your worde & your worchip walkej ay quere, 

& I haf seten by yowr-self here sere twyes, 

3 et herde I neuer of your hed helde no wordej 
1524 £at ever longed to luf, lasse ne more ; 

& $e, fat ar so cortays & coywt of your hetes, 
Oghe to a ^onke fy/ik 3 em to schewe, 

& teche sum tokene^ of trweluf craftes. 

1528 Why ar $e lewed , fat alle fe los welde^, 

Of er elles demen me to dille, your dalyauwce to 

for schame ! [herken ? 

I com hider sengel, & sitte, 

1532 To leme at yow sum game, 

Dos, teche 3 me of your wytte, 

Whil my lorde is fro hame.” 

XYI. 

“ In goud fayf e,” quod Gawayn, “ God yow for- 
1536 Gret is fe gode gle, & gomen to me huge, [}elde, 
Jjat* so worfy as 30 wolde wynne hidere, [kny 3 t, 
& pyne yow with so pouer a mon, as play wyth your 
With any-skywne 3 couwtenauwce, hit keuere 3 me 
ese ; 

1540 Bot to take f e toruayle to my-self, to trwluf expou n, 
& towche f e teme 3 of tyxt, & tale$ of arme 3 , 

To yow fat, I wot wel, welde 3 more sly 3 t 
Of fat art, bi f e half, or a huwdreth of seche 
1544 As I am, ofer euer schal, in erde fer I leue, 

Hit were a foie fele-folde, my fre, by my trawf e. 

I wolde yowre wylnywg worche at my my 3 t, 

As I am hy 3 ly bihalden, & euer-more wylle 
1548 BfceffiUauTit to yowr-seluen, so saue me dry 3 tyn ! ” 
yQusJ^n frayned fat fre, & fondet hym ofte, [elle 3 , 
rorto haf wownen hym to wo 3 e, what-so scho fo 3 t, 
Bot he de- fended hy??i so fayr, fat no faut semed, 
1552 Xe non euel on nawfer halue, nawfer fay wysten, 
bot blysse ; 

5 


[Pol. 1116 .] 


have never talked 
to me of love. 


You ought to 
show a young 
thing like me 
some token of 
‘ true-love's 
crafts.' 


So teach me of 
your ‘wit’ while 
my lord is from 
home.” 


“ It is a great 
pleasure to me/* 
says Sir Ga- 
wayne, “ to hear 
you talk, 


but I cannot un- 
dertake the task 
to expound true- 
love and tales of 
arms. 


I will, however, 
act according to 
your will, 

and ever be your 
servant.” 


Thus Gawayne 
defends himself, 
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GAWAYKE BEHAVES DISCREETLY. 


The lady having 
kissed the knight, 
takes leave of 
him. 


Gawayne rises, 
hears mass, and 
then dines. 

[Fol. 112.] 
Meanwhile the 
lord pursues the 
wild boar, 


that bit the backs 
of his hounds 
asunder. 


and caused the 
stiffest of the 
hunters to start. 


The boar runs 
into a hole in a 
roek by the side 
of a brook. 


The froth foams 
at his mouth. 


None durst ap* 
proach him. 


■so many had he 
torn with his 
tusks. 


Tlie knight, see* 
ing the boar at 
bay, 


alights from his 
i horse. 


J3ay la^ed & layked longe, 

At J>e last scho con hym kysse, 
1556 Hir leue fayre con echo fonge, 

& went hir waye IwysseJ 


XVII. 

Then rufes hym J>e renk, & ryses to Jra masse, 

& sij>en hor diner watj dy^t & derely serued. 
1560 J)e lede with pe ladye 3 layked alle day, 

Bot )>e lorde ouer J?e londe 3 lau?iced ful ofte, 

Swe 3 his vncely swyn, )>at swyngej bi J?e bonkke 3 , 
& bote pe best of his brache 3 J>e bakke 3 in sunder ; 
1564 \)ev he bode in his bay, tel bawe-men hit breken, 
& made 1 hym, maw-gref his hed, forto mwe xtter ; 
So felle flone 3 )>er flete, when pe folk gedered ; 
Bot 3 et pe styffest to start bi stounde 3 he made, 
1568 Til at pe last he wat 3 so mat, he my 3 t no more renne, 
Bot in pe hast J?at he my 3 t, he to a hole wynne 3 , 
Of a rasse, bi a rokk, per renne^ J?e boerne, 

He gete J?e bonk at his bak, bigynej to scrape, 
1572 p)e froJ?e femed at his mouth vnfayre bi pe wyke ?, 
Whette 3 his whyte tusche 3 ; with hym pen irked 
Alle p e burne 3 so bolde, J?at hym by stoden, 

To nye hym on-ferum, bot ne 3 e hym non durst 
1576 for woJ>e ; 

He hade hurt so mony byfome, 

Jjat al Jm 3 t penne ful lojje, 

Be more wyth his tusche 3 tome, 

1580 J^at breme wat 3 [&] brayn-wod bothe. 


XVIII. 

Til pe kny 3 t com hym-self, kachande his blonk, 
Sy3 hym byde at pe bay, his bume 3 bysyde. 

He ly 3 tes luflych 2 adoun, leue 3 his corso ur 9 


1 MS. madee. 2 MS. luslych. 
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1584 Brayde; out a bry$t bront, & bigly forth stryde^, 
Fouwdej fast fur3 fe forth, fer fe felle byde3, 
pe wylde wat3 war of f e wy$e with weppenin honde, 
Hef hy3ly J?e here, so hetterly he fnast, 

1 588 J)at fele ferde for J?e freke , 1 lest felle liym f e worre ; 
) 5 e swyn sette3 hym out on f e segge euen, 
bat fe bume & fe bor were bofe ypon hepe3, 

In f e wy |j]t-est of f e water, fe worre hade fat ofer ; 
1592 For fe mon merkke3 hym wel, as fay mette fyrst, 
Set sadly fe scharp in fe slot euen, 

Hit hym vp to f e hult, fat f e hcrt schyndered, 

& he 3arrande hym 3elde, & 3edoun 2 fe water, - 
1596 fultyt; 

A huwdreth hou?ide3 hym hent, 
bat bremely con hym bite, 

Burne3 him bro3t to bent, 

1600 & dogge3 dethe endite. 

XIX. 

There wat3 blawy ng of prys in mony breme home, 
He3e halowiwg on hi3e, with haf ele3 fat my3t ; 
Brachetes bayed fat best, as bidden fe maystere3, 
1604 Of fat chargeaurtt chace fat were chef huntes. 
benne a wy3e fat wat3 wys ypon wod-crafte3, 

To vnlace f is bor lufly bigynne3 ; 

Fyrst he hewes of his hed, & on h^e sette3, 

1608 & syfen rende3 him al roghe bi fe rygge after, 
Brayde3 out f e boweles, brenne3 horn on glede, 
With bred blent fer-wtt/i his braches rewarde3 ; 
Syfen he britne 3 out f e brawen m bry3t brode 
[s]chelde3, 

1612 & hat3 out fe hastlette3, as hi3tly biseme3 ; 

& 3et hem halche3 al hole f e halue3 to-geder, 

& syfen on a stif stange stoutly hem henges. 

1 MS. freke]. 2 $ede doun (?). 




and seeks to At- 
tack him with ids 
•word. 


Tlie “ swine sets 
out ” upon the 
man, 


who, aiming well. 


wounds him in 
the pit of the 
stomach. 


[Fol. 1126.] 

The boar is soon 
bitten to death 
by a hundred 
hounds. 


Then was there 
blowing of horns 


and baying of 
hounds. 


One wise in wood- 
craft begins to 
unlaoe the bpar. 


First he hews off 
the head, then 
rends him by the 
back. 

He next removes 
tne bowels, broils 
them on the 
ashes, and there- 
with rewards his 
hounds. 


Then the hastiets 
are removed. 

The two halves 
are next bound 
together and 
hung upon a pole 


Digitized by LiOOQle 



52 


GAWAYNE RECEIVES THE SPOIL. 


The boar’* head 
borne before 
the knight, who 
hastens home. 


Gawayne is called 
to receive the 
spoil. 


The lord of the 
land is well 
pleased when he 
sees Sir Gawayne. 


He shows him 
the shields of 
the wild boar, 
and tells him of 
its length and 
breadth. 


Such a “ brawn 
of a beast,” Sir 
Gawayne says, he 
never has seen. 


[Fol. 113.] 

Gawayne takes 
possession of it 
according to 
covenant. 


and in return 
kisses his host, 


who declares his 
guest to be the 
best he knows. 


Now with Jus ilk swyn fay swengen to home ; 
1616 J)e bores hed watj borne bifore fe burnes seluen, 
)?at him for-ferdeiw f e forfe, Jrnrj forse of his honde, 
so stronge ; 

Til he se 3 sir Gawayne, 

1620 In lialle hym fo 3 t ful longe, 

He calde, & he com gayn, 

His fee 3 per for to fonge. 


XX. 


J)e lorde ful lowde w ith lote, & la 3 ed myry, 

1624 Whew he se 3 e sir G : vrith solace he speke 3 ; 

J5e goude ladye 3 were geten, & gedered f e meyny, 
He schewe 3 hem fe schelde 3 , &schapes hem fe tale, 
Of f e largesse, & f e lenf e, f e lif eme 3 alse, 

1628 Of fe were of fe wylde swyn, iw.wod fer he fled, 
bat o per kny 3 t ful comly comended his dede 3 , 

& praysed hit as gret prys, fat he proued hade ; 
For sucho a brawne of a best, fe bolde burne sayde, 
1632 Ne such sydes of a swyn, ,segh he neuer are. 

bewne hondeled fay fe hoge hed, fe hende mow 
hit praysed, 

& let lodly ferat J?e lorde forto here. 

“ Now Gawayn,” quod pe god mon, “ f is gomen 
is your awen, 

1636 Bi fyn for-warde & faste, faythely 30 knowe.” 

“ Hit is sothe,” quod f e segge, “ & as siker trwe, 
my get I schal yow gif agayn, bi my trawfe.” 
lent] f e haf el aboute fe halse, & hendely 
hym kysses, 

1640 & efter-sones of fe same he serued hym fere. 

“Now ar we euen/’q uod fe hafel, “i n p is euen-tide, 
Of alle f e couenauwtes fat we knyt, syf en I com 
bi lawe ; ” [hider, 

1644 b e lorde sayde, “ bi saynt Gile, 

Je ar fe best fat I knowe, 



* 


Digitized by 


Google 



GREAT FEASTING IN THE HALL. 


53 


Je ben ryche in a whyle, 

Such chaffer & 30 drowe.” 7 

XXL 

1648 b ewne fay teldet table3 [on] trestes alofte, 

Kesten clofe3 vpon, clere ly^t fenne 
Wakned bi \v03e3, waxen torches 
Segge3 sette, & serued in sale al aboute ; 

1652 Much glam & gle glent vp fer-inne, 

Aboute fe fyre vpon«flet, & on fele wyse, 

At f e soper & after, mony afel songe3, 

As coundutes of kryst-masse, & carole3 newe, 
1656 With alle fe manerly merfe fat mon may of telle. 
& /EieKoure luflych kny3t f e lady bi-syde ; 
^ubh-^emblaunt to fat segge semly ho made, 
Wyth stille stollen countenaunce, fat stalworth to 
plese, 

1660 J)at al for-wondered wat3 fe wy3e, & wroth with 
hym-seluen, 

Bot he nolde not for his nurture nume hir a-3ayne3, 
Bot dalt with hir al i n daynte, how-se-euer f e dede 
to-wrast; [turned 

1664 Quen fay hade played in halle, 

As longe as hor wylle hom last, 

To chambre he 1 con hym calle, 

& to f e chem-ne fay past. 




XXII. 

1668 Ande f er faydronken, & dalten, & demed eft nwe, 
To nome on f e same note, on nwe3ere3 euen ; 

Bot fe kny3t craued leue to kayre on fe mom, 
For hit wat3 ne3 at fe terrne, fat he to schulde. 
1672 Jje lorde hym letted of fat, to lenge hym resteyed, 
& sayde, “ as I am trwe segge, I siker my trawfe, 
Jpou schal cheue to f e grene chapel, fych arres to make, 
1 ho (?). 


Tables are raised 
aloft, 

cloths cast upon 
them, 

and torches are 
lighted. 


With much mirth 
and glee. 


supper is served 
in the hall, 


and ever our 
lovely knight by 
the lady sits, 

who does all she 
can to please her 
companion. 


When they had 
long played in 
the nail. 


they proceeded 
*‘to chamber." 


There they drank 
and disooursed. 


Gawayne begs 
leave to depart 
on the morrow. 


[Fol. 118 b.] 

His host swears 
to him, 
that he shall 
come to the Green 
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PREPARATIONS TOR HUNTING. 


Chapel on New 
Tear's morn long 
before prime. 


Our knight con- 
sents to remain 
for another night. 


Fall still and 
softly he sleeps 
all night. 


Early in the 
morning the lord 
is up. 


After mass, a 
morsel he takes 
with his men. 


Then were all on 
their horses be- 
fore the hall- 
gates. 


It was a clear 
frosty morning. 


The hunters, dis- 
persed by a 
wood's side. 


come upon the 
track of a fox. 


which is followed 
up by the hounds. 


They soon get 
sight of the game. 


Leude, on nw 3 erej lyjt, longe bifore pryme ; 

1676 For-fy fow lye in fy loft, & lach fyn ese, 

& I schal hu?it in f is holt, & halde fe towche^, 
Chaunge wytlif e cheuisaunce, bi fat I charre hider ; 
For I haf fraysted f e twys, & faythful I fynde fe, 
1680 Xow frid tyme, fro we best, fenk on fe morne, 
Make we mery qnyl we may, & mynne vpon Ioye, 
For fe lur may mon lach, when so mon lyke 3 .” 
Jtfs wat 3 grayfely graunted, & Gawayn is lenged, 
1684 Blife bro 3 twat 3 hym drynk,& fay to bedde 3 eden, 
wit/t li 3 t ; 

Sir G: lis & slepes, 

Ful stille & softe al n^t ; 

1688 J 5e lorde fat his crafte 3 kepes, 

Fill erly he wat 3 di 3 t. 

XXIII. 

After messe a morsel 1 he & his men token, 

Miry wat 3 f e mornyng, his mounture he askes ; 
1692 Alle fe hafeles fat on horse schulde helden hym 
after, 

Were boun busked on hor blonkke 3 , bi-fore 2 f e 
halle 3 ate 3 ; 

Ferly fayre wat 3 fe folde, for f e forst clenged, 

In rede r udede ypon rak rises f e sunne, 

1696 & ful clere caste 3 3 fe clowdes of f e welkyp. 
Hunteres v nhar deled bi a holt syde, 

Kocheres roungen bi rys, for rurde of her homes ; 
Summe fel in f e fute, f er f e fox bade, 

1700 Trayle 3 ofte a trayteres, bi traunt of her wyles ; 
A kenet kryes ferof, fe hunt on hym calles, 

His fela 3 es fallen hym to, fat fnasted ful fike, 
Kuwnen forth in a rabel, in his ry 3 t fare ; 

1704 & he fyske 3 hem by-fore, fay founden hym sone, 
& quen fay seghe hymwft/t sy 3 t, fay sued hym fast, 
Wre 3 ande h[ym] ful [w]eterly with a wroth noyse ; 
1 MS. nnorseL 2 MS.bi-forere. 8 MS. coste3. 
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& he tra ce s & tornayeej f m *3 mony tene grcue ; 
1708 Hamloune^, & herkene 3 , bi liegge 3 ful ofte; 

At f e last bi a littel dich he lepe 3 ouer a spenne, 
Stele3 out ful stilly bi a str^the rande, [hourides, 
Went haf-wylt of fe wode, w»t/& wyle 3 fro fe 
1712 Jjewne wat 3 he went, er he wyst, to 1 a wale tryster, 
J)er f re J?ro at a f rich f rat hym at ones, 
al graye ; 

He blenched a 3 ayn bilyue, 

1716 & stilly start onstray, 

With alle fe wo on lyue, 

To f e wod he went away. 


XXIV. 

Thenne wat 3 hit lif vpon lift 2 to lyfen fe houflde 3 , 
1720 When alle p e m uete had e hy m met, menged to-geder, 
Suche a so^e at fat sy 3 t fay sette on his hede, 
As allef e clamberandeclyffeshade clatered onhepes; 
Here he wat 3 halawed, when haf ele 3 hyra metten, 
1724 Loude he wat 3 3 ayned, with 3 arande speche; 

)3er he wat 3 f reted, & ofte f ef called, 

& ay f e titleres at his tayl, fat tary he ne my 3 t ; 
Ofte he wat 3 ruwnen at, when he out rayked, 
1728 & ofte reled i» a 3 ayn, so reniarde wat 3 wyle. 

& 3 e he lad hem, bi-lag[gid] men, 2 fe lorde & his 
meyny, 

On fis maner bife mountes,quyle myd,ouer, vnder, 
Whyle f e hende kny 3 t at home holsumly slepe 3 , 
1732 With-inne fe comly cortyrces, on fe colde mome. 
Bot f e lady for luf let not to slepe, 

Xe fe purpose to payre, fat py 3 t in hir hert, 

Bot ros hir vp radly, rayked hir feder, 

1736 In a mery mantyle, mete to fe erfe, 

))at wat 3 furred ful fyne with felle 3 , wel pured, 
Xo hwe 3 goud on hir hede, bot fe ha 3 er stones 

1 MS. to to. 2 MS. lift. 3 MS. bi lag mon. 


and pursue him 
through many a 
rough grove. 

[Fol. 114.] 

The fox at last 
leaps over a 
spinny, 

and by a rugged 
path seeks to get 
clear from the 
hounds. 

He comes upon 
one of the hunt- 
ing stations, 
where he is at- 
tacked by the 
dogs. 

However, he slips 
them. 


and makes again 
for the wood. 


Then was it fine 
sport to listen to 
the hounds. 


and the hallooing 
of the hunters. 


There the fox was 
threatened and 
called a thief. 


But Reynard wae 
wily, 

and led them 
astray over 
mounts. 


Meanwhile the 
knight at home 
soundly sleeps 
within his comely 
curtains. 


The lady of the 
castle, clothed in 
a rich mantle. 
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GAWAYNE IS VISITED BY HIS HOSTESS. 


her throat and 
bosom all bare, 


comes to Ga- 
wayne’s chamber, 


opens a window, 
and says. 


** Ah ! man, how 
canst thou sleep, 
[Fol. 1146.] 
this morning is 
so clear ? ” 


The knight was 
then dreaming of 
his forthcoming 
adventure at the 
Green Chapel. 


He awakes and 
speaks to his fair 
visitor, 


who sweetly 
kisses him. 


Great joy warms 
the heart of Sir 
Gawayne, 


and “great peril 
between them 
stood.” 




Trased aboute hir tressonr, be twenty in clusteres ; 
1740 Hir fryuen face & hir frote fro wen al naked, 

Hir brest bare bifore, & bihinde eke. 

Ho come3 wftft-inne f e ckambre dore, & closes hit 
hir after, 

Wayue} vp a wyndow, & on fe wy3e calle^, 
1744 & radly \>us re-hayted hym, with hir riche worde^, 
with 1 chere ; 

“ A ! mon, how may fou slepe. 

J)is morning is so clere 1 ” 

1748 He wat$ in drowping depe, 

. Bot few ne he con hir here. 

XXV. 

In dre$ droupy ng of dreme draueled fat noble, 

As mon fat wat$ in mornyng of mony fro f03t.es, 
1752 How fat destine scliulde fat day [dy3t hym 2 ] 
his wyrde, 

At fe grene chapel, when he fe gome metes, 

& bi-hones his buffet abide, witli-oute debate more ; 
Bot quen fat comly he keuered his wyttes, 

1756 Swenges out of fe sweuenes, & sware3 wM hast 
. pe lady luflych com h^ande swete, 

Belle ouer his fayre face, & fetly hym kyssed ; 

He welcume3 hir worf ily, with a wale chere ; 
1760 He se3 hir so glorions, & gayly atyred, 

So fautles of hir fetures, & of so fyne hewes, 
W^t wallande love warmed his hert ; 

With smofe smylywg & sjn^lt fay s mete n i?i-to 
merfe, 

1764 hat al wat3 blis & boncl^f, fat breke hem bi-tWene, 
& wynne. 

hay lanced wordes gode, 

Much wele fen wat3 fer-inne, 

1768 Gret perile bi-twene hem stod, 

'->Nif Mare of hir kny3t mywne. 

1 bi, a sec. manu. 2 [dy$t hym] conjectural . 
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XXVI. 

FoTfat prynce of pris de-presed hy m so fikke, 
Xurned hy??z so ne 3 e f ef red, fatnedehymbi-houed, 
1772 0 fer lach fer hir luf, o fer lodly re-fuse ; 

He eared for his cortaysye, lest craf ayn he were, 
& more for his mesclief, ^if he schulde make synne, 
& be traytor to J>at tolke, fat fat telde a^t. 

1776 “God schylde,” quod fe schalk, “fat sehal not 
be-falle ! ” 

VFith luf-la^ywg a lyt, he layd hyra by-^yde 
Alle f e speche 3 of specialty fat sprange of her 
moutheTJ 

Q uod fat burde to fe burne, “ blame 30 disserue, 
1780 3if 36 luf not fat lyf fat 3 e lye nexte, 

Bifore alle f e wy 3 e 3 in f e worlde wou?ided in hert, 
Bot if 30 haf a lew man, a leuer, fat yowlyke 3 better, 
& folden fayth to fat fre, festned so harde, 

1784 ) 5 at yow lausen ne lyst, & fat I leue noufe ; 

And fat 3 e telle me fat, now trwly I pray yow, 
For alle fe lufe 3 vpon lyue, layne not fe sofe, 
for gile.” 


The knight is 
sorely pressed. 


He fears lest he 
should become a 
traitor to his 
host. 


The lady inquire 
whether he has a 
mistress that he 
loves better than 
her. 


[Fol. 115.] 


1788 ])e kny 3 t sayde, “be sayn Ion,” 

& smef ely con he smyle, 

“ In fayth I welde r^t non, 

Xe non wil welde fe quile.” 


Sir Gawayne 
swears by St. 
John that he 
neither has nor 
desires one. 


XXVII. 

1792 “J)at is aworde,”qwocZ fatwy 3 t, “fat worst isof alle, 

Bot I am swared for sofe, fat sore me f inkke 3 \ 

Kysse me now comly, & I schal each lief en, [louyes.” she then kisses 

him, sighing for 

I may bot mowme vpon molde, as may fat much sorrow. 

1796 Sykande ho swe 3 e douw, & semly hyra kyssed, 

& sif en ho seue7*es hym fro, & says as ho stondes, 

“ Xow, dere, at f is de-partywg, do me f is ese, 

Gif me sumquat of f y gifte, f i gloue if 1 hit were, she desires some 
1800 bat I may mywne on fe, mon, my mowniywg to Ey^hich to re- 

1 0 member him. 

lassen.” 1 MS. of. 
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THE LADY OFFERS GAWAYNE A RING. 


Gawayne tells 
her that she is 
worthy of a better 
gift than he can 
bestow. 


He has no men 
with mails ?on- 
taining precious 
tilings. 


Then says that 
lovesome, 


“ Though I had 
nought of yours, 
yet should ye 
have of mine.'* 


She offers him a 
gold ring, 


but he refuses to 
accept it, 

IFol. 115b.] 
as lie has none to 
give in return. 


Very sorrowfu. 
wan that fair one 
on account of his 
refusal. 


She takes off her 
“girdle,” 


“ Now Iwysse,” quod Jjatwy^e, “Iwolde I hade here 
jpe leuesfc f i ng for fy luf, fat I in londe welde, 
For ^e haf deserued, forsofe, sellyly ofte 
1804 More rewarde bi resoun, fen I reche my 3 t, 

JBot to dele yow for drurye, fat dawed hot neked ; 
Hit is not your honour to haf at f is tyme 
A gloue for a garysoun, of Gawayne$ giftej, 

1808 & I am here an erande in erdej vneoufe, 

& haue no m on wy th no male 3 , with menskful f inge 3 ; 
j)at mislyke 3 me, lade, for luf at f is tyme , 1 
- - Jche tolke mon do as he is tan, tas to non ille, 
1812 ne pine.” 

“Hay, hende of hy 3 e honours,” 

Quod fat lufsura vnder lvne, 

“ J)a 3 I hade [n]o 3 t 2 of youre 3 , 

1816 Jet schulde 3 e haue of myne.” 


XXVIII. 

Ho ra 3 t hym a riche rynk of red golde \verke 3 , 
Wyth a starande ston, stondande alofte, 

J?at here hlusschande heme 3 as f e bry 3 t sunne ; 
1820 Wyt 3 e wel, hit wat 3 worth wele ful hoge. 

Bot f e renk hit renayed, & redyly he sayde, 

“ I wil no gifte 3 for gode, my gay, at f is tyme ; 

I haf none yow to nome, ne no 3 t wyl I take.” 
1824 Ho bede hit hy?n fulbysily, &he hir bode wemes, 
& swere[s ] 3 swyftel[y] his sothe, fat he hit sese 
& Wgnre fat he forsoke, & sayde f er-after, [nolde ; 
d^li^e renay my rynk, to ryche for hit seme 3 , 
1828 Je wolde not so hy 3 ly halden be to me, 

I schal gif yow my girdel, fat gaynes yow lasse." 
Ho lajt a lace lyjtly, )>at 4 leke vmbe liir sydej, " 
Knit vpon hir kyrtel, vnder J»e clere mantyle, 
1832 Gered hit watj with grene sylke, & with golde 
schaped, 

1 MS. tyne. 2 MS. o3t. 3 MS. swere. 4 MS. >at >at 
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Xo 3 t bot arouwde brayden, beten with fyngre} ; 

& fat ho bede to fe bume, <fc blyfely bi-so 3 t 

J)a 2 hit vn-worf i were, bat he hit take wolde. «»d beseeches 

7 J ’ r him to take it. 

1836 & he nayfed] 1 fat he nolde neglie in no wyse 

Xauf er golde ne garysouw, erGod hym grace sende, Gnwayne again 

refuses to accept 

To acheue to f e chauwce fat he hade chosen fere. an * tllin ?» 

“ & f erfore, I pray yow, displese yow no 3 t, 

1 840 & lette 3 be your bisinesse, for I bay fe h it yow neuer 
to grauwte ; 

I am derely to yow biholde, 

Bi-cause of your sembelaunt, 


1844 & euer in hot A colde 

To be your trwe seruaurat.” 


but promises, 

44 ever in hot and 
in cold, to be her 
true servant/ 4 


XXIX. 


“ Xow forsake 3 e f is silke,” sayde f e burde f ewne, 
“ For hit is symple in hit-self, & so hit wel seme 3 1 
1848 Lo ! so hit is littel, & lasse hit is worfy ; 


•* Do you refuse 
it/ 4 says the lady, 
44 because it is 
simple ? 


Bot who-so knew f e costes fat knit ar f er-iwne, 
H^^de hit prayse at more prys, parauenture ; 
jj?or quat gome so is gorde with fis grene lace, 
1852 While he hit hade hemely halched aboute, 

per is no haf el vnder heuen to-hewe hym fat my 3 t ; 


Whoso knew the 
virtues thut it 
possesses, would 
highly prize it. 

For he who is 
girded with this 
green lace, 


For he my 3 t not be slayn, for sly 3 t vpon erfe.” cannot^ wound- 
pen kest f e kny 3 t, & hit come to his hert, [were, 


1856 Hit were a Iuel for fe Ioparde, fat hym iugged 
When he acheued to f e chapel, his chek forto fech ; 
My 3 [t] 2 ' he haf slypped to be vn-slayn, fe sle 3 t 
were noble. 


The knight 
thinks of his ad* 
venture at the 
Green Chapel. 

The lady presses 
him to accept the 
lace. 


Jjewne he fulged with hir frepe, &f oledhir to speke, 
1860 & ho here on hym fe belt, & bede hit hym swyfe, 
& he granted, & [ho] hym gafe with a goud wylle, 
& biso 3 t hym, for hir sake, disceuer hit neuer, [de 3 , 
Bot to lelly layne fro 3 hir lorde; fe leude hym acor- 
1864 J)at neuer wy 3 e schulde hit wyt, Iwysse, bot fay 
for no 3 te ; [twayne, 


IFol. 116.] 


He consents not 
onl v to take the 
girdle, but to 


keep the posses- 
sion of it a secret. 


1 MS. nay. 2 MS. myj. * MS. for. 


Digitized by LiOOQle 



60 


THE KNIGHT CONCEALS THE LOVE-LACE. 


By that time tho 
lady haa kissed 
him thrice. 


Then she takes 
her leave. 


Gawayne then 
dresses himself. 


and conceals the 
love-lace about 
his person. 


He then hies to 
mass. 


and shrives him 
of his misdeeds. 


and prays for ab- 
solution. 


He returns to the 
hall, and makes 
himself so merry 
among the ladies, 

with comely 
carols. 


that they said, 

“Thus merry 
was he never be- 
fore since hither 
he came.** 


Gawayne's host is 
•till in the field. 


He f onkked hir oft ful swyfe, 

Eul fro wit/i kert & J?o$t. 

1868 Bi fat on frynne syfe, 

Ho hat$ kyst f e kny 3 t so tojt 

XXX. 

Thenne lachclie 3 ho kir leue, & leue} hym fere, 
For more myrfe of fat mon ino^t ko not gete ; 
1872 When ko 1 wat 3 gon, sir G. gere 3 hym sone, 
Rises, & rickes ky m in araye noble, 

Lays vp f e luf-lace, f e lady hym ra 3 t. 

Hid kit ful koldely, fer ke kit eft fonde ; 

1876 Syfen ckeuely to fe ckapel ckoses ke fe waye, 
Preuely aprocked to a prest, & prayed kym fere 
})at ke wolde lyfte his lyf, & lern kym better, 
How kis sawle sckulde be saued, wken ke sckuld 
seye hefen. 

1880 Jjore ke sckrof kym scliyrly, & sckewed kis mys- 
dede3, 

Of f e more & f e mynne, & merci besecke 3 , 

& of absolucioun ke on f e segge calles ; 

& ke asoyled kym surely, & sette kym so clene, 
1884 As dome 3 -day sckulde kaf ben d^t on fe mom. 

& syfen he mace kym as mery among f e fre ladyes, 
With comlych caroles, & alle kynnes ioye, 

As neuer he did bot fat daye, to f e derk ny 3 t, 
1888 with blys ; 

Ycke mon hade daynte fare, 

Of kym, & sayde Iwysse, 
pus myry ke wat 3 neuer are, 

1892 Syn he com hider, er fis. 


XXXI. 

"VTow kym lenge in fat ke* fer luf kym bi-tyde ! 
Jet is f e lorde on f e launde, ledande his gomnes ! 
1 he, in MS. 
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He hat3 forfaren f is fox, pat he folded longe ; 
1896 As he sprent ou er a spewne , to spye pe schrewe, 
J)er as he herd p e howndes, J?at hasted hym swyf e, 
Renaud com richchande f urj a 1030 greue, 

& alle fe rahel m a res, ry3t at his hele3. 

1900 j)e wy$e \vat3 war of pe wylde, & warly abides, 

& brayde3 out pe bry3t bronde, & at pe best caste3 ; 
& he schuwt for f e scharp, & schulde haf arered, 
A rach rapes hym to, ry3t er he my3t, 

1904 & ry3t bifore pe hors fete fay fel on \ipn alle, 

& woried me fis wyly wyth a wroth noyse. 
be lorde Iy3te3 bilyue, & cache3 hyzw 1 sone, 
Rased hym ful radly out of f e rach moufes, 

1908 Halde3 he3e ouer his hede, halowe3 faste, 

& per bayen hym mony braf 2 hou?*de3 ; 

Huwtes hy3ed hem feder, with home3 ful mony, 
Ay re-chatande ary3t til fay f e renk se3en ; 

1912 Ei fat wat3 comen his compeyny noble, 

Alle fat euer ber bugle blowed at ones, 

& alle f ise of er halo wed, fat hade no homes ; 
Hit wat3 f e inyriest mute fat euer mew herde, 
1916 fee rich rurd fat per wat3 raysed for renaude saule, 
with lote ; 

Hor houwde3 fay per rewarde, 

Her 3 hede3 fay fawne & frote . 

1920 & syfen fay tan reynarde, 

& tyruen of his cote. 


He has destroyed 
the fox. 


[FoL 116 b.] 

He spied Reynard 
coming through a 
“ rough grove,” 


and tried to hit 
him with his 
sword. 


The fox “shunts,” 
and is seized by 
one of the dogs. 


The lord takes 
him out of the 
hound’s mouth. 


Hunters hasten 
thither with 
horns full many. 


It was the mer- 
riest meet that 
ever was heard. 


The hounds are 
rewarded, 


and then they 
take Reynard and 
“ turn off his 
ooat.” 


XXXII. 


& f e?me fay belden to home, for hit wat3 n yjt, 

Strakande ful stoutly in hor store home3 ; 

1924 ])e lorde is ly^t at fe laste at hys lef home, 
Fynde3 fire vpon flet, fe fVeke per by-side, 

Sir Gawayn f e gode, fat glad wat3 with alle, 
Amowg f e ladies for luf he ladde much ioye, 

1 MS. by. 2 MS. bray. 8 MS. Her her. 


The hunters then 
hasten home. 


The lord at Inst 
alights at his dear 
home. 


where he finds Ga- 
wayne amusing 
the ladies. 
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FULFILMENT OP COVENANTS. 


The knight comet 
fonrard and weU 
comas his host, 


[Fol. 117.] 
and according to 
covenant kisses 
him thrice. 

(See 1. 1868.) 

* By Christ,” says 
the other, ” ye 
have hnd much 
bliss ! 


1 have hunted all 
day and have 
gotten nothing, 
but the skin of 
this foul fox, 
a poor reward for 
three such 
kisses.” 


He then tells him 
how the fox was 
slain. 


With much mirth 
and minstrelsy 
they made merry. 


until the time 
came for them to 
part. 

•Gawnyne takes 
«eave of his host. 


1928 He were a bleaunt of blwe, pat bradde to pe erpe. 
His surkot semed h ym wel, pat softe watj forred, 
& bis bode of pat ilke henged on bis schulder, 
B land e al of blaunner were bope al about©. 

1932 He mete^ me pis god mon in myddej pe bore, 

& al with gomen be hym gret, & goudly be sayde, 
“ I schal fylle vpon fyrst oure forwarder noupe, 
bat we spedly ban spoken, per spared wat 3 no drynk f 
1936 ben acoles he [pe] kny 3 t, & kysses bym pryes, 

As sauerly & sadly as be hem sette coupe, [sele, 
“ Bi Kryst,” quod pat op er kny 3 t, “ 30 each much 
In cheuisaunce of pis chaffer, 3^30 hade goud chepe 3 .” 
1940 “ $e,of pe chepe no charg,” quod chefly pat op er, 
“ As is pertly payed pe chepe 3 pat I a 3 te.” 

“ Mary,” quod pa$ op er mon, “ myn is bi-hynde, 
For I haf hunted al pis day, & no 3 t haf I geten, 
1944 Bot pis foule fox felle, pe fende baf pe gode 3 , 

& pat is ful pore, for to pay for suche prys pinges. 
As 30 haf pry 3 t me here, pro suche pre cosses, 
so gode.” 

1948 “I-no 3 ,” quod sir Gawayn, 

“ I ponk yow, bi pe rode ; ” 

& how pe fox wat 3 slayn, 

He tolde hym, as pay stode. 

XXXIII. 

1952 With me?*pe & mynstralsye, wy th mete 3 at hor wylle, 
J)ay maden as mery as any men mo 3 ten, 

With la 3 yng of ladies, with lote$ of hordes ; 
Gawayn & pe gode mon so glad were pay bope, 
1956 Bot if pe douthe bad doted, op er dronken ben op er, 
Bope pe mon & pe meyny maden mony iape 3 . 

Til pe sesoun wat 3 se 3 en, pat pay seuer moste ; 
Burne 3 to hor bedde be-houed at pe laste. 

1960 b e7 *ne lo 3 ly his leue at pe lorde fytst 

Fochche 3 pis fre mon, & fayre he bym ponkke 3 ; 
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“ Of such a sellyly soiorne, arl haf hade here, 
Your honotfr, at fis hy 3 e fest, fe hyje kyrcg yow 
3 elde ! 

1964 I $ef yow me for on of yowrej, if yowre-self lyke 3 , 
For I mot nedes, as 30 wot, meue to mome, 

A 30 me take sum tolke, to teche, as 30 hy 3 t, 

J)e gate to fe grene chapel, as god wyl me suffer 
1968 To dele, on nw 3 ere 3 day, fe dome of my wyrdes ” 
“ In god fayf e,” quod f e god mon. “ wyth a goud 
wylle ; 

A1 f£t euer I yow hy 3 t, halde schal I rede.” 

^ Jber asyTfgnes he a seruauwt, to sett hym in f e waye, 
1972 & couwdue Jiywhy f edowne 3 , fathenodrechchhad, 
For to f[e]rk fur 3 fe fryth, & fare at fe gaynost, 
bi greue. 

J)e lorde Gawayn con fonk, 

1976 Such worchip he wolde hym weue ; 

at fo ladye 3 wlonk, 

J)e kny 3 t hat 3 tan his leue. 


XXXIY. 


With care & wyth kyssyng he carppe 3 hem tille, 
1980 & fele fryuande fonkke 3 he frat horn to haue, 

& fay 3 elden hym a 3 ay[n] 3 eply fat ilk ; 

J)ay bikende hym to Kryst, with ful colde sykynge 3 . 
Syf en fro f e meyny he menskly de-partes ; 

1984 Yche mon fat he mette, he made hem a fonke, 
For his seruyse, & his solace, & his sere pyne, 
j)at fay wyth busynes had ben, aboute hym to 
serue ; 

& vche segge as sore, to seuer with hym fere, 

hade wonde worf yly with fat wlonk euer. 
With ledes & ly 3 t he wat 3 ladde to his chambre, 
& blyf ely bro 3 t to his bedde, to be at his rest ; 
Jif he ne slepe soundyly, say ne dar I, 


1988 


and tbanka him 
for hit happy 
“ sojourn. * 


He asks for a 
man to teach him 
the way to the 
Green Chapel. 


A servant is as- 
signed to him, 
[Fol. 1176.] 


and then he takes 
leave of the ladies. 


kissing them sor- 
rowfully. 


They commend 
him to Christ 
He then departs, 
thanking each 
one he meets “for 
his service and 
solace.*’ 


He retires to rest 
but sleeps but 
little, 
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A STORMY NEW YEAR^ DAY, 


for much hat he 
to think of on the 
morrow. 


Let him there lie 
still. 


Be still awhile, 
and 1 shall tell 
how they 
wrought. 


New Year’s Day 
approaches. 


The weather is 
stormy. 


Snow falls. 


The dales are Ail 
of drift. 


Gawayne in his 
bed hears each 
cock that crows. 


[Fol. 118.] 


He calls for his 
chamberlain, 
and bids him 
bring him his 
armour. 


Men knock off 
the rust from his 
rich habergeon. 


1992 For he hade muche on fe mom to rnynne, $if he 
wolde, 

in f 03 t. 

Let hym ly 3 e fere stille, 

He hat 3 nere fat he so 3 t ; 

1996 & 3 e wyl a whyle he sty lie, 

I schal telle yow how fay \YTo$t.^ 

[FYTTE THE FOUKTH.] 


w 


[OW ne 3 e 3 fe nw 3 ere, & fe ny 3 t passe 3 , . 

J)e day dryue 3 to f e derk, as dry 3 tyn bidde 3 ; 
2000 Bot wylde wedere 3 of fe worlde wakned feroute, 
j Clowdes kesten kenly f e colde to f e erf e, 

Wyth ny3e in-noghe of fe norfe, fe naked to tene; 
\)e snawe snitered ful snart , fat snavpe d fe wylde; 
2004 J3e werbelande wynde wapped fro f e hy 3 e, 

& ftjjfyhp dale ful of dryftes ful grete. 
j fceMetttiely sten ed ful wel, fat le 3 in his bedde, 
J)a 3 he lowke 3 his lidde 3 , ful lyttel he slepes ; 
2008 Bi vch kok fat crue, he knwe wel f e steuei^^ 
De-liuerly he dressed vp, er f e day sprenged, 

For fere wat 3 ly 3 t of a lau[m]pe, fat lemed in his 
chambre ; 

He called tohis chamberlayn, fat cofly hym swared, 
2012 & bede hyrabrynghyrahisbruny, &hisblonksadel; 
J)at of^ ferke 3 hyra vp, & feche 3 hym his wede 3 , 
& grayf e 3 me sir Gawayn vpon a grett wyse. 
'"Fyrst he clad hym in his clofe 3 ,fe colde for to were; 
2016 & syfen his ofe?* harnays, fat holdely wat 3 keped, 
Bof e his paunce, & his plate 3 , piked ful clene, 

})e rynge 3 rokk ed of f e roust of his riche bruny : 
& al wat 3 fresch as vpon fyrst, & he wat 3 fayn fe?me 
2020 to f onk ; 


Digitized by Google 



6AWAYNE CALLS FOR HIS STEED. 


65 


He hade vpon vche pece, 

Wypped ful wel & wlonk ; 

)3c gayest in to Grece, SkWuSSd. 

2024 pe bume bede brywg his blonk. 


II. 


Whyle fe wlonkest wedes h/warp on hym-seluen; 
His cote, wyth fe conysauwce of f e clere werke^, 
Ennurned vpon veluet vertxms stone^, 

2028 Aboute beten, & boiwden, enbrauded seme^, 

& fayre furred Wit/t-inne wyth fayre pe lures . 

3et laft he not f e lace, fe ladie^ gifte, 
pat for-gat not Gawayn, for gode of hym-seluen ; 
2032 Bi he hade belted f e bronde vpon his ba^e haunche 3 , 
*pmxi dressed he his drarye double hym aboute ; 
Swyfeswefled vmbe his swange swetely fat knyjt 
pQ gordel of fe grene silke, fat gay wel bisemed, 
2036 Vp pg^at ryol red clofe, fat ryche watj to schewe. 
^Btftsflwed not f is ilk wy 3 e for wele f is gordel, 
For pryde of fe pendauwte3"T fa 3 polyst fay were, 
& fa 3 fe glyterande golde glent vpon ende 3 , 

2040 Bot forto sauew hym-self, when suffer hym by-houed, 
To byde bale witA-oute dabate, of bronde hym to were, 
of er kny ffe ;*7 
Bi fat f e bolde mon boun, 

2044 Wy/me 3 feroute bilyue, 

Alle f e meyny of renouw, 

He f onkke 3 ofte ful ryue. 


While he clothed 
himself in his 
rich weeds. 


he forgot not 
the “ lace.” the 
lady’s gift. 


bat with it doubly 
girded his loins. 


He wore it not 
for its rich orna- 
ments, 


"but to save him* 
self when it be* 
hoved him to 
suffer.” 


All the renowned 
assembly he 
thanks mil oft. 


IIL 

Thewne wat 3 Gryngolet grayf e, f at gret wat3 & huge, n\>i. nsb.i 

. , . .. .. Then was Grin-* 

2048 & hade ben soiowmed sauerly, & in a siker wyse, & olet arrayed, 
Hym lyst prik for poyyit, fat proude hors f ewne * 

pe wy 3 e wyrane 3 hy m to, & wyte 3 on his lyre, 

& sayde soberly hym-self, & by his soth swere 3 , 

0 
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Gawayne returns 
thanks for the 
honour and kind* 
ness shown to 
him by all. 


He then steps 
into his saddle. 


end ** starts on 
the stone” with- 
out more delay. 


■"This castle to 
Christ 1 com- 
mend ; may he 
give it ever good 
chance! ” 


The gates are 
soon opened. 


The knight passes 
thereout. 


•-and goes on his 
wav accompanied 
‘by nis guide. 


They climb by 
cliffs, 


where each •* hill 
1 had a hat and a 
••mist-cloak,” 


£Fot. 119.] 


2052 


2056 


2060 


2064 


2068 


“ Here is a meyny in pis mote, pat on menske penk- 
J)e mon hem maynteines, ioy mot he 1 haue ; [kej ; 
pe leue lady, on lyue luf hir bityde ; 

3 if pay for charyte cherysen a gest, 

& balden honour in her bonde, pe hapel hem ^elde, 
)}at balde^ pe beuen ypon hyje, & also yow alle ! 
& jif 'I my 3 t lyf vpon londe lede any quyle, 

I schuld reeb yow sum rewarde redyly, if I myjt.” 
Jjenn steppe^ he in-to stirop, & strydej alofte ; 

His scbalk sebewed bym his scbelde, on schulder 
be bit b^t, 

Gorde 3 to Gryngolet, with bis gilt hele 3 , 

& he starte 3 on pe ston, stod be no lenger, 
to praunce ; 

His bapel on hors wat 3 pe?me, 

J)at here bis spere <fc launce. 

“ J3is kastel to Kryst I kenne, 

He gef bit ay 


goc^cbaunce^’ 


IY. 


Hie brygge wat 3 brayde doun, & pe brode 3 ate 3 
Ynbarred, & born open, vpon bope halue ; 
be bume blessed hym bilyue, & pe bredei passed t 
2072 Prayses pe porter, bifore pe prynce kneled, 

Gref bym God & goud day, pat Gawayn he saue ; 
& went on his way, with bis wyje one, 
bat scbulde teche hym to towrae to pat tene place, 
207 6 b er P e ruful race he scbulde re-sayue. 

bay bo 3 en bi bonkke 3 , per bo 3 e 3 ar bare, 
bay clomben bi clyffe 3 , per clenge 3 pe colde ; 
be heiien wat 3 vp halt, bot vgly per vnder, 

2080 Mist muged on pe mor, malt on pe mounte 3 , 

Ycb liille bade a hatte, a myst-bakel huge ; 
Broke 3 byled , & breke, bi bonkke 3 aboute, [ued. 
Scbyre schaterande on scbore 3 , per fay doun schow- 
2084 Welawylle wat 3 pe way, per pay bi wod schulden, 
1 MS. pay. 
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HE ABIDES A WHILE ON A HILL. 

Til hit watj sons sesoun, fat f e sunnc ryses, 
fat tyde ; 

pay were on a hille ful hy 3 e, 

2088 \)q quyte snaw lay bisyde ; 

pa burne J?at rod hym by, 

Bede his mayster abide. 


6 ? 


until daylight. 


They were then 
on a “ hill full 
high." 

The servant bade 
his master abide, 
saying, 


y. 

“ For I haf wonnen yow hider, \vy 3 e, at f is tyme, 
2092 & now nar 30 not fer fro fat note place, 

pat 30 han spied & spuryed so specially after ; 
Bot I schal say yow for sof e, syf en I yow knowe, 
Ss 3 © ar a lede vpon lyue, fat I wel louy, 

2096 ^olde 30 worcli bi my wytte, 30 worf ed f e better. 
fJ 3 place fat 30 prece to, ful perelow* is halden ; 
per wone 3 a wy 3 e in fat waste, f e worst vpon erf e ; 
For he is stiffe, & stume, & to strike louies, 

2100 <fc more he is fen any mon vpon myddelerde, 

& his body bigger fen f e best fowre, 
pat ar in Arf ure 3 Hestor of er of er. 

He cheuo 3 fat chaunce at f e chapel grene \ 

2104 J)er passes non bi fat place, so proude in his armes, 
J3at he ne dynne^ hym to def e, with dynt of his 
F or he is a mon methle s. & mercy non vses, [honde ; 
For be hit chorle, ofer chaplayn, fat bi fe chapel 
2108 Monk, ofer masse-prest, ofer any mon elles, [rydes, 
Hy m f ynk as queme hym to quelle, as quyk go 
hym sehienTJ 

For-fy I say fe as sofe as 3 e in sadel sitte, 

Com 3 e fere, 30 be kylled, may fe kny 3 t rede, 
2112 Trawe 30 me fat trwely, fa 3 30 had twenty lyues 
to spende ; 

He hat 3 wonyd here ful 3 ore, 

On bent much baret bende, 

2116 A 3 ayn his dynte 3 sore, 

3 e may not yow defende.” 


**I have brought 
you hither. 


ye are not now far 
from the noted 
place. 


Full perilous is it 
esteemed. 

The lord of that 
4 waste * is stiff 
and stem. 


His body is biggs* 
‘than the best 
four in Arthur’s 
house.* 


None passes bj 
the Green Cliapet. 
‘ that he does not 
ding to death 
with dint of his 
hand.' 

For be it churl 
or chaplain, 
monk, mass- 
priest, * or any 
man else,' he 
kills them all. 


He has lived 
there full long. 


Against his dints 
sore ye may not 
defend you. 
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THE WAY TO THE GREEN CHAPEL. 


Wherefore, good 
Sir Gawayne, let 
this man alone. 


Go by some other 
region, 


[Fol. 119».] 
I swear by God 
and all His saints, 
that 1 will never 
say that ever ye 
attempted to nee 
from any man-*’ 


Gawayne replies 
that to shun this 
danger would 
mark him as a 
** coward knight.'* 


To the Chapel, 
therefore, he will 
go. 




4 

though the owner 
thereof were a 
stern knave. 


“ Full well can 
God devise his 
servants for to 
save.” 


“Mary!” quoth 
the other, 

“ since it pleases 
thee to lose thy 
life, 


take thy helmet 
on thy nead, and 
thy spear in thy 
hand, 

and ride down 
this path by yon 
rock-side, 
till thou come to 
the bottom of the 
valley ; 

look a little to 
the left, 
and thou shalt 
see the Chapel it- 
self and the man 
that guards it.” 



'yp vl 

f^py, goude air Gawayn, let pe game one, 

& gotj a-way sum o per gate, vpon Goddej halue; 
2120 Cayre$ bi sum o per kyth, per Kryst mot yow sped© ; 
& I schal hy$ me bom a^ayn, & hete yow fyrre, 
pat I schal swere bi God, & alle his gode hal$e 3 , 
As help me God & pe halydam, & oJjo^ in-noghe, 
2124 pat I schal lelly yow layne, & lance neuer tale. 
pal euer je fondet to fie, for freke pat I wyst^/ 
“Grant merci,” quod Gawayn, & gruchywg he 
“ Wei worth pe wyje, pat woldej my gode, [sayde, 
2128 & pat lelly me layne, I leue wel pou wolde^ ! 

Bot helde pou hit neuer so holde, & I here passed, 
Founded for ferde for to fle, in fonrmepatpoutelle^, 
I were a knyjt kowarde, I my 3 t not 1 be excused, 
2132 Bot I wyl to pe chapel, foi{chaunce)pat may falle, 
& talk wyth pat ilk tulk pe tale pat me lyste, 
Worpe hit wele, oper wo, as pe wyrde lykej 
hit hafe ; 

2136 pa$Q he be a stum knape, 

To st^tel, & 2 stad with staue, 

Ful wel con dry 3 tyn schape, 

His seruaunte 3 forto saue.” 


VIL 

2140 “ Mary ! ” quod pat oper mon, “now pou so much 
spelle 3 , 

pat pou wylt pyn awen nye nyme to py-seluen, 

& pe lyst lese py lyf, pe lette I ne kepe ; 

Haf here pi helme on py hede, pi spere in pi honde, 
2144 & ryde me doun pis ilk rake, bi 3 on rokke syde, 
Til pou be bro 3 t to pe bopem of pe b rem valay ; 
Jjenne loke a littel on pe launde, on pi lyfte honde, 
& pou schal se in pat slade pe self chapel, 

2148 & pe borelych bume on bent, pat hit kepe 3 . 

How farej wel on Gode 3 half, Gawayn pe noble, 

1 mot, in MS. 3 & &, in MS. 
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GAWAYNE TAKES LEAVE OE HIS GUIDE. 
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For alle f e golde vpon grounds I nolde go wyth f e, 
NoHbftre fe fela^schip f 111*3 jus fryth on fote fyrre.” 

fe wyje in fe wod wende^ his brydel, 

Hit fe hors w ith f e hele3, as harde as he myjt, 
Lepe3 hym ouer f e launde, & leue3 f e kny3t fere, 
al one. 

“ Bi Godde3 self,” quod Gawayn, 

“ I wyl naufer grete ne grone, 

To Godde3 wylle I am ful bayn, 

& to hym I haf me tone^jf 


2156 


Having that 
spoken the guide 
takes leave of the 
knight. 


“By God's seif;- 
says Sir Ga- 
wayne, “ I will 
neither weep nor 
groan. 

To God’s wiU I 
am full ready.’* 


VIIL 

2160 Thenne gyrde3 he to Gryngolet, <fc gedere3 fe r^ke f 
Schowue3 in hi a schore, at a schajesyde, 

Kide3 fur3 fe ro3e honk, ry3t to j?e dale ; [fo3t, 
& fenne he wayted hym ahoute, & wylde hit hym 
2164 & se$e no syngne of resette, bisyde3 nowhere, 

Bot hy3e honkke3 & brent, vpon bofe halue, 

& ru3e knokled knarre3, with knorned stone3 ; 
j)e skwe3 of fe scowtes skayued hym fo3t. 

2168 )penne he houed, & wyth-hylde his hors at fat tyde, 
& ofte chaunged his cher, fe chapel to seche ; 

He se3 non suche in no syde, & selly hym f 03t, 
Sone a lyttel on a launde, a lawe as hit we[re] ; 
2172 A bal3 her3, bi a bonke, fe hrymme hy-syde, 

Bi a for3 of a flode, fat ferked fare ; 
j)e home hluhred fer-inne, as hit boyled hade, 
jpe kny3t kache3 his caple, & com to f e lawe, 
2176 Li3te3 doun luflyly, & at a lynde tache3 

joe rayne, & his riche, 1 with a 1*036 hraunche ; 
jpen[n]e he to f e bei^e, aboute hit he walke3, 

D[e]batande with hym-self, quat hit be my3t. 
2180 Hit hade a hole on fe ende, & on ayfer syde, 

& ouer-growen with gresse in glodes ay where, 

& al wat3 hol3 in-with, nobot an olde caue, 

1 (?) Head riche bridle. 


ITol. 120.] 

Then he pursues 
his journey. 


rides through the 
dale, and looks 
about. 


He sees no sign 
of a resting-place, 
but only high ana 
steep banks. 


No chapel oould 
he discern. 


At last he sees a 
hill by the side 
of a stream ; 


thither he goes, 

alights and fast- 
ens his horse to a 
branch of a tree. 


He walks around 
the hill, debating 
with himself 
what it might b* 
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GAWAYNE FINDS THE GREEN CHAPEL. 


and at last finds 
an old care in tba 
eng. 


2184 


He prays that 
about midnight 
ha may tell his 
matins. 


2188 


Or a creuisse of an olde cragge, lie coufe hit nojt deme 
with spelle, 

“We, lorde,” quod f e gentyle kny 3 t, 

“ Whef er J>is be f e grene chapelle ; 

He[re] 1 my^t aboute myd-ny^t, 

.W® dele his matynnes telle ! w 


IX. 


“Truly,” says Sir 
Gawayne, u a 
desert is here, 

a fitting place for 
the man in green 
to 4 deal here his 
devotions in devil 
fashion.* 


It is the most 
cursed kirk that 
ever I entered.'* 

[Fol. 1206.] 

Roaming about 
he hears a loud 
noise, 

from beyond the 
brook. 

It clattered like 
the grinding of a 
scythe on a grind* 
stone. 

It whirred like a 
mill-stream. 


44 Though my life 
I forgo, says 
the knight, 44 no 
noise shall terrify 

ma 99 


“ Now i-wysse,” quod Wowayn, “wysty is here ; 
bis oritore is ygly, with erbe^ ouer-growen ; 

Wei bisemej fe wy 3 e wruxted in grene 
2192 Dele here his deuocioun, on fe deuel^ wyse ; 
Now I fele hit is fe fende, in my fyue wytte 3 , 
J?at hat 3 stoken me f is steuen, to strye me here ; 
bis is a chapel of meschaunce, fat chekke hit by-tyde, 
2196 Hit is fe corsedest kyrk, fat eu er I com inne ! ” 
With he 3 e helme on his hede, his launce in his honde, 
H affp raej yp to f e rokke of f o ro 3 wone 3 ; 
hp SJtme rde he of fat hy 3 e hil, in a harde roche, 


2200 Bi 3 onde f e broke, in a bonk, a wonder breme noyse. 
Quat ! hit clatered in f e clyff, as hit cleue schulde, 
As one vpon a gryndelston hade grounden a syf e ; 
What ! hit wharred, & whette, as water at a mulne, 
2204 What ! hit rusched, & ronge, raycfe to here^J 
benne “bi Godde,” quod Gawayn, “fat gere as 2 1 
Is ryched at f e reuerence, me renk to mete, [trowe, 
bi rote ; 

2208 Let God worche,we loo! 

Hit helppe 3 me not a mote: 

My lif fa 3 I for-goo, 

Drede dot 3 me no lote.” 


X. 


Then cried he 
aloud, 

“Who dwells 
here discourse 
with me to hold?” 


2212 Thenne f e kny 3 t con calle ful hy 3 e, 

“ Who sti 3 tle 3 in f is sted, me steuen to holde ? 
2 MS. He. 2 MS. at 
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For now is gode Gawayn goande mt here, Now is the good 

7 Gawayne going 

If any wyje o$t wyl, Wynne hider fast, ari K ht 

2216 0\>er now, ofer neuer, his nede 3 to spede.” [hede, 

“ Abyde,” quod on on be bonke, abouen ou er his He hean a voice 

commanding hint 

“& fou schal haf al in hast, fat I fe hy^t ones.” to abide where 
Jet he rusched on fat rurde, rapely a f rowe, 

2220 & wyth quettywg a-wharf, er he wolde ly^t ; 

& syf en he keuerej bi a cragge, & come} of a hole, ^ytoro^inee 
Whyrlande out of a wxo, wyth a felle weppen, a fel1 weapou * 

A dene 3 ax nwe dy 3 t, fe dynt with [t]o 3 elde, a Danish axe, 

2224 With a borelych bytte, bende by f e halme, 

Fyled in a fylor, fowre fote large, 

Hit wat 3 no lasse, bi fat lace fat lemed ful bry 3 t. 


& fe gome in f e grene gered as fyrst, 

2228 Bofe fe lyre & fe legge 3 , lokke 3 , & berde, 

Saue fat fayre on his fote he founde 3 on f e erfe, 
Sette fe stele to fe stone, & stalked bysyde. 
When he wan to f e watter, f er he wade nolde, 
2232 He hypped ouer on hys ax, & orpedl y stryde 3 , 
Bremly brofe on a bent, fat brode wat 3 a-boute, 


the “ knight in 
green,*' clothed s 
before. 


When he reaches 
the stream, he 
hops over and 
strides about. 


on snawe. 


Sir Gawayn fe kny 3 t con mete, 
2236 He ne lutte hyrw no fyng lowe, 

j)at of er sayde, “ now, sir swete, 
Of steuen mon may f e trowe.” 


S W. 121.1 
e meets Sir Ga~ 
wayne without 
obeisance. 

The otlier tells 
him that he may 
be trusted to keep- 
an appointment. 


XI. 

“ Gawayn,” quod fat grene gome, “God fe mot « God preserve 
2240 I-wysse f ou art welcom, 1 wy3e, to my place, [loke ! Green Knight, * 
& fou hat* tymed bi trauayl as t?*we 2 mow schulde : “as a true knight 

T 7 T 'thou hast timed 

& f ou knowe 3 fe couenauwte 3 kest vus by-twene, ^ifoSknowest 
At fis tyme twelmonyth fou toke fat fe failed, 

2244 & I schulde at fis nwe 3 ere 3 eply fe quyte. yS^d^'i 

. ... , should return thy 

& we ar iw fis valay, verayly oure one, blow. ^ 

Here ar no renkes vs to rydde, rele as vus like 3 ; alone ; 


1 welcon, in MS. * trwee, in MS. 
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GAWATNE PREPARES FOR THE BLOW. 


Have off thy 
helmet and take 
thy pay at onoe.’* 


'* By God,” qnotb 
Sir Gawayne, “ I 
•hall not be- 
grudge thee thjr 
•will." 


Then he shows 
•his bare nerk. 


■and appears un- 
daunted. 


Then the man in 
green seizes his 
grim tool. 

With all his force 
he raises it aloft. 


As it came gliding 
down, 

Sir Gawayne 
shrank a little 
with his should- 
ers. 


The other re- 

f iroved him, say- 
ng, 


** Thou art not 
Gawayne that is 
so good esteemed. 


[Fol. 1216 .] 
for thou fleest for 
fear before thou 
feelest harm. 

I never flinched 
when thou 
-struukest. 


My head flew to 
■ray foot, yet I 
«iever fled. 


Haf fy 1 helme of fy hede, & haf here fy pay ; 
9248 Busk no more debate pen I fe bede fenne, 

When fou wypped of my hede at a wap one.” 
“Nay, bi God,” quod Gawayn, “ fat me gosj lante, 
I schal gruch pe no grwe, for grem fat fallej ; 
2252 Botstyjtel fevpon on strok, & Ischal stonde stylle, 
& warp f e no wemywg, to worch as fe lyke^ 
no whare.” 

He lened with pe nek, & lutte, 

2256 & schewed fat schyre al bare, 

& lette as he nojt dutte, 

For drede he wolde not dare. 

XII. 

rphen f e gome in pe grene grayf ed hym swyf e, 
2260 Gederej yp hys gryfiime tole, Gawayn to smyte ; 
W*tA alle fe bur in his body he ber hit on lofte, 
Munt as ma 3 tyly, as marre hym he wolde ; 

Hade hit dryuen adouw, as dre 3 as he atled, 
2664Jfgrkade ben ded of his dynt, fat do 3 ty wat 3 euer. 
/Box Gawayn on fat giserne glyfte hym bysyde, 
As hit comglydande adouw, on glode hym to schende, 
& schranke a lytel with pe schulderes, for fe 
scharp ymeTJ [halde 3 , 

2268 pet ofer schalk wyth a scl en t fe schene wyth- 
& f ewne repreued he f e prynce with mony prowde 
worde3 : 

“ pon art not Gawayn,” quod fe gome, “ fat is so 
goud halden, 

pet neu er a^ed for no here, by hylle ne be vale, 
2272 & now fou fles for ferde, er fou fele harme 3 ; 

Such cowardise of fat kny3t cowfe I neuer here. 
Nawf er fyked I, ne fla 3 e, freke, quen fou myntest, 
Ne kest no kauelaeion, in kynge 3 ho?^ Arthor, 
2276 My hede fla 3 to my fote, & 3 et fla 3 I neuer ; 

& fou, er any harme hent, ar 3 e 3 in hert, 

1 MS. \>y \>j. 
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73 


Wherfore f e better bume me biirde be called 
fer-fore.” 

2280 Quod G:, “I schuwt one;, 

& so wyl I no more, 

Bot fa; my hede falle on fe stone;, 

I con not hit restore. 


wherefore I 
ought to be called 
the better man ” . 


" I shunted once,” 
says Gaw&ynev 
“but will no 
more. 


XIII. 


2284 Bot busk, bume, bif i fayth, & brywg me to f epoynt, 
Dele to me my destine, & do hit out of honde, 
For I schal stonde f e a strok, & start no more, 
Til J )jn ax haue me hitte, haf here my trawf e.” 
2288 “ Haf at f e penne,” quod pat o per, & heue; hit 
alofte, 

& wayte; as wrof ely, as he wode were ; 

He mynte 3 at h ym ma;tyly, bot not pe mon ryne;, 
With-helde heterly h[i]s honde, er hit hurt my;t. 
2292 Gawayngrayf ely hitbyde;, &glent wtt/inomembre, 
Bot stode stylle as fe ston, oper a stubbe auf er, 
Jjat raveled is iftroehegrouwde , with rote; ahundreth. 
J3ew muryly efte con he mele, pe mon in pe grene, 
2296 “ So now f ou hat; pi hert holle, hitte me bihou[e]s ; 
Halde p e now pe hy;e hode, fat Arjmr f e ra;t, 

& kepe fy kanel at fis kest, jif hit keuer may.” 
G : ful gryndelly with greme fe?me sayde, 

2300 “ Wy f resch on, fou fro mon, fou frete; to longe, 
I hope fat fi hert ar;e wyth fyn awen seluen.” 

“ For sof e,” quod fat of er freke, “ so felly f on 
speke;, 

I wyl no lenger on lyte lette fin ernde, 

2304 ri;t nowe.” 

J3e?me tas he 1 hy m stryf e to stryke, 

& frouwses bof e lyppe & browe, 

Ho meruayle fa; hyra myslyke. 

2308 ))at hoped of no rescowe. 

1 MS. he he. 


Bring me to the 
point ; deal me 
my destiny at 
once." , 


“ Have at thee, 
then/' says the 
other. 


With that he aims 
at him a blow. 


Gawayne never 
flinches, but 
stands as still as 
a stone. 


" Now/* says the 
Green Knight, “ X 
must hit thee, 
since thy heart is 
whole.” 


“ Thrash on,” 
says the other. 


Then the Green 
Knight makes 
ready to strike. 
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G A WAYNE RECEIVES THE BLOW. 


He let fall his 
loom on the bare 


[Fol. 122.] 
neck of Sir Ga- 
wayne. 

2312 

The sharp 
weapon pierced 
the flesh so that 
the blood flowed. 

. 

When the knight 
saw the blood on 
the snow, 

2316 

he unsheathed liis 
sword, and thus 
spake : 

2320 

“Cease, man, of 
thy blow. 


If thou givestme 
any more, readily 
shall I requite 
thee. 

2324 

Pur agreement 
stipulates only 
one stroke.** 

2328 


r<£) XIV - 

I H eTvftes ly^tly his l opie . & let hit douw fayre, 

With f e barbe of fe bitte bi f e bare nek ; 

he homered heterly, hurt hym no more, 

Bot snyrt hym on fat on syde, fat seuered f e hyd e ; y * 
pe scharp echrank to f e flesche f u^ f e schyre grece, 
pat f e schene blod oner his schulderes schot to f e 
erfe. 

& quen f e bume 803 f e blode blenk on f e snawe. 

He sprit forth spe?me fote more fen a spere lenf e, 
Hent heterly his helme, & on his hed cast, 

Schot vrith his schuldere 3 his fayre schelde vnder, 
Brayde 3 out a bry 3 t sworde, & bremely he spekej ; 
Heuer syn fat he wat 3 bume borne of his moder, 
Wat 3 neuer m f is worlde, wy 3 e half so blyf e : — 

“ Blynne, bume, of fy bur, bede me no mo ; 

I haf a stroke in f is sted wM-oute stryf hent, 

& if f ow reche 3 me an y m °, I redyly schal quyte, 

& 3 elde 3 ederly a 3 ayn, & per to 3 e tryst, 

& foo ; 

Bot on stroke here me falle 3 , 
pe couenaunt schop ry 3 t so, 

[Schaped ] 1 in Arfure 3 halle 3 , 

& fer-fore, hende, now hoo !•” 


XY. 

The Green Knight The haf el heldet hym fro, & on his ax rested, 

retted on hit axe, . , _ 

2332 Sette f e schaft vpon schore, & to f e scharp lened, 
looked on sir Ga- & loked to f e leude, fat on f e launde 3ede, 

wayne, who ap- ' _ 

RSriett bold and How fat do 3 ty dredles deruely fer stonde 3 , 
Armed ful a 3 le 3 ; in hert hit hym lyke 3 . 

2336 perm he mele 3 muryly, wyth a much steuen, 
and addretted & wyth a r[a]ykande mrde he to f e renk sayde, 

him as follows : . 

“Bold knight, be “ Bolde bume, on fis bent be not so gryndel ; 

not to wroth, "■”* 

Xo mon here vn-manerly fe mys-boden habbe, 
2340 Ne kyd, bot as couenaunde, at kynge 3 kort schaped ; 
1 Illegible. 
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I hyjt pe a strok, & J>ou hit hatj, halde J>ewel payed, 
I relece pe of pe remnaunt, of ryjtes alle o psr j 
3 if 1 1 deliuer had bene, a boffet, parauwter, 

2344 I cauba wropeloker haf waret, [&] to pe haf wrojt 
j^FyrWrtunansed pe muryly, with a mynt one, [anger . 2 
& roue pe wyth no rof, sore with 173 1 1 pe profered, 
For pe forward© pat we fest in pe fyrst ny 3 t, 

2348 & pou trystyly pe trawpe & trwly me halde 3 , 

A1 pe gayne pow me gef, as god mon schulde ; 
hat oper munt for pe morne, mon, I pe profered, 
f)ou kyssedes my clere wyf, pe cosse 3 me ra 3 te 3 , 
2352 For hope two here I pe bede hot two bare myntes, 
j boute scape ; 

/ Trwe mon trwe restore, 

) 3 ewne par mow drede no wape ; 

2356 At pe prid pou fayled pore, 

& per-for pat tappe ta pe. 


XYI. 

For hit is my wede pat pou were 3 , patilke wouen gir- 
Myn owen wyf liit pe weued, I wot wel forsope ; [del, 
2360 Now know I wel py cosses, & py costes a Is, 

& pe wowywg of my wyf, I wro 3 t hit myseluen • 

I sende hir to asay pe, & sothly me pynkke 3 , 

On pe fautlest freke, pat euer on fote 3 ede ; 

2364 As perle hi pe quite pese is of prys more, 

So is Gawayn, in god fayth, bi oper gay kny 3 te 3 . 
Bot here yow lakked a lyttel, sir, & lewte yow 
wonted, [per, 

Bot pat wat 3 ^ or no wylyde werke, ne wowyng nau- 
2368 Bot for 3 e lufed your lyf, pe lasse I yow blame/^ 
hat op er stif mon in study stod a gret whyle ; 

So agreued for greme he gryed wtt/i-inne, 

Alle pe blode of his brest blende in his face, 

2372 hat al he schrank for schome, pat pe schalk talked, 
he forme worde vpen folde, pat pe freke meled, — 
1 uf, in MS. • 2 This word is doubtful 


I promised thee 
a stroke and thou 
hast it, be satis- 
fied. 


I could have dealt 
worse with thee. 


I menaced thee 
with one blow for 
[Fol. 1226.] 
the covenant be- 
tween us on the 
first night. 


Another I aimed 
at thee because 
thou kissedst my 
wife. 


A true man 
should restore 
truly, and then 
he need fear no 
harm. 

Thou fidledst at 
the third time, 
and therefore taka 
thee that tap. 

(See L 1861.) 


For my weed 
(woven by my 
wife) thou wear- 
eat. 

I know thy kisses 
and my wife’s 
wooing. 


I sent her to try 
thee, and faultless 
I found thee. 


But yet thou sin- 
nedst a little. 


for love of thy 
life.” 


Gawayne stands 
confounded. 
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GAWATNE CURSES HIS COWARDICE. 


** Cursed,’* he 
•ays, “ be cow- 
ardice and covet- 
ousness both ! ” 

Then he takes off 
the girdle and 
throws it to the 
knight. 


He curses his 
cowardice. 


and confesses 
himself to have 
been guilty of un- 
truth. 


[Fol. 128.] 


“ Corsed worth cowarddyse & couetyse bofe ! 

In yow is vylany & vyse, fat vertue disstrye^.” 
2376 J}erane he ka^t to fe knot, & fe kest lawse^, 
Brayde brofely fe belt to fe bume seluen : 

“ Lo ! p er f e falssyng, foule mot hit falle ! 

For care of fy knokke cowardyse me ta^t 
2380 To a-corde me with couetyse, my kynde to for-sake, 
bat is larges & lewte, fat longej to kny 3 te 3 . 

Now am I fawty, & falce, & ferde haf ben euer - 
Of trecherye & vn-trawfe bofe bityde sor^e 
2384 & care ! 

I bi-knowe yow, knyjt, here stylle, 

A1 fawty is my fare, 

^ Letej me ouer-take your wylle, 

2388 & efte I schal be ware.” 


XVII. 


Then the other, 
laughing, thus 
spoke: 

** Thou art con- 
fessed so clean, 


Thenn loje fat of er leude, & luflyly sayde, 

“ I halde hit hardily 1 * hole, fe harme fat I hade ; 
j)o\i art confessed so clene, be-knowen of fy mysses, 
2392 & hat} f e penau?*ce apert, of f e poynt of myn egge, 


that i hold thee I halde f e polysed of fat ply*t, & pured as clene, 

as pure as if thou r r j r r i 

guilty never heen As fou hade} neuer forfeted, syfen fou wat} fyrst 

th^ V goid < hemmed & I gif f e, sir, f e gurdel fat is golde hemmed ; [borne, 

girdle, 2396 For hit is grene as my goune, sir G :, }e maye 


Jjenk vpon fis ilke f repe, f er f ou forth f rynge$ 


Among prynces of prys, & fis a pure token 


as a token of thy 
adventure at the 
Green Chapel. 
Come again to my 
abode, and abide 
there for the re- 
mainder of the 
festival.” 


Of f e chaunce of f e grene chapel, at cheualroti* 
2400 & 3 eschalinf isnwe}era}ayntomy wonejTi^nyjtej ; 
& we schyn reuel f e remnaunt of fis rych© fest, 


2404 


ful bene.” 

)5er laf ed hym fast f e lorde, 

& sayde, “ with my wyf, I wene, 
We schal yow wel acorde, 
bat wat 3 your enmy kene.” 


,y/- 


1 hardilyly, in MS. 
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XVIII. 

“ Nay, for sof e,” q nod f e segge, & sesed hys helme, farMoth." 
2408 & hat$ hit of hendely, & }>e hafel fonkke}, 

“ I haf soiomed sadly, sele yow bytyde, a i have sojoum- 

& he 3 elde hit yow 3 are, fat wkk e? al menskes ! hetidethee! 

& comaunde 3 me to fat cortays, your comlych fere, commend me to 

your comely wife 

2412 Bofe fat on & fat ofer, myn honoured ladye 3 , and th«* other 
J3at f 218 hor kny 3 t wyth hor kest han koyutly b< « ull ® drae - 
bigyled. 

' i^Dot hit is no ferly, fa 3 a foie madde, 

V1 • & fur 3 wyles of wymmen be wonen to sor 3 e ; 


Bat it is no mar- 
vel for a man to 
be brought to 
grief through a 
woman’s wiles. 
Adam, Solomon, 
Samson, and Da- 
vid were beguiled 
by women. 


24l6 Bor so wat 3 Adam in erde iritih! one bygyled, 

& Salamon with fele sere, & Samson eft sone 3 , 

Dalyda dalt hym hys wyrde, & Dauyth fer-after 
WatfBhmded with Barsabe, fat much bale f oled. * ^ 

2420^XovN^se were wmthed^Vyth her wyles, hit were 
ajynne huge, \ 

To ha. hom wel, & leue hem not, a leude fat coufe,/ifoniy a man 
Borges wer^fome f e freest, fat fo^ed alle f e sele, [Foi. i486.] 
Ex-ellentTv of alle fyse ofer, vnder heuen-ryche. not/ 

2424 liatmu^r^ " 

& alle fay were bi-wyled, 

With 1 wyramen fat fay vsed, 

J)a 3 I be now bigyled, ^ ^ ^ 

2428 Me fink me t)ur3e*be excused.” 


and believe them 


\ 


Th< 


V ^ 

n I be now 


thinks I should 
be excused. 


xix. 

“ Bot your gordel,” quod G : “ God yow for- 3 elde ! But God reward 

y you for your 

J?at wyl I welde wyth good wylle, not for fe girdle. 

Wynne golde, 

Ne fe saynt, ne fe sylk, ne fe syde pendaundes, 

2432 Bor wele, ne for worchyp, ne for f e wlonk werkke 3 , 

Bot in sywgne of my surfet I schal se hit ofte, 

When I ride in renoun, remorde to myseluen 
)5e faut & f e fayntyse of f e flesche crabbed, 

1 with wyth, iu MS. 


I will wear it in 
remembrance of 
my fault. 
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And when pride 
shall prick me, 
a look to this lace 
shall abate it. 


Bnt tell me your 
right name and I 
•hall have done.” 

The Green Knight 
replies, “I am 
called Bernlak de 
Hautdesert, 
through might of 
Morg&in la Fay, 
the pupil of Mer- 
lin. 


«he can tame even 
tlie naughtiest. 


It was she who 
caused me to test 
the renown of tne 
Round Table, 


[Fol. 124.] 
hoping to grieve 
Guenever and 
cause her death 
through fear. 


She is even thine 
aunt. 


Therefore come 
to her and mate 
merry in my 
bouse." 




THE GREEN KNIGHT REVEALS HIS NAME. 


2436 How tender hit is to entyse teches of fylfe ; 

& pus, quen pryde schal me pryk, for prowes of arme.% s- . 

J)q loke to fis luf lace schal lefe my hert. \f 

Bot on I wolde yow pray, displeses yow neu^r ; 

2440 Syn 30 be lorde of f e 3 onde londe, per I haf lent 
inne, 

Wythyow wyth worschyp, — fe wy$§ hityow 3 elde 
Jjat vp-halde 3 pe heuen, & on hy 3 sitte 3 , — 

How nome 30 yowre ry 3 t nbme, & f enne no more? ” , 1 

2444 “ Jjat schal I telle fe trwly,” quod pat oper penne,Jjy 
“ Bernlak de Hautdesert I hat in fis londe, f 
J 5 ur 3 my 3 t of Morgne la Faye, fat in my how* lenges, 

& koyntyse of clergye, bi craftes wel lerned ; 

2448 Jje^ay stres of Merlyn, mony ho hat 3 1 taken ; 

For ho hat 3 dalt drwry ful dere.sum tyme, 

With fat conable klerk, f at knowes a}leyonrkny 3 te 3 
at hame ; 

Morgne f e goddes, 

) 5 er-fore hit is hir name ) 

Welde 3 non so hy 3 e hawtesse, 

J)at ho ne con make ful tame. 


2452 




XX. 


r— 

2456 J Ho wayned me vpon f is wyae to your wynne hallo, 
jor to assay f e surquidre, 3 if hit soth were, 

Jjat rennes of f e grete renoun of f e Bounde Table ; 
Ho wayned me p is wonder, your wytte 3 to reue, 
2460 For to haf greued'Gaynowr, & gart hir to dy 3 e, 
With g[l]opnyng 2 of fat ilke gomen, fat gostlych 
^ spekere, ^ 

^ With his hede in his honde, bifore fe hy 3 e table. 

Jjat is ho fat is at home, f e auncian lady ; 

2464 Ho is euen fyn aunt, Arfure 3 half suster, 

pe duches do 3 ter of Tyntagelle, fat dere Vt er aft er 
Hade Arfur vpon, fat afel is nowfe/J 
Jjerfore I ef e f e, haf el, to com to f y naunt, 

1 MS. ho taken. s MS. gopnyng. 
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2468 Make myry in my hows, my meny fe louies, 

& I wol f e as wel, wy 3 e, bi my faythe, 

As any gome vnder God, for fy grete traufe^ 

& he nikked hym naye, he nolde bi no wayes : Gawayne refuse® 

to return with the 

2472 £ay acolen & kyssen, [bikennen] ayf er of er Greeu Knight. 

To f e prynce of paradise, & parten ry 3 t fere, 
on coolde ; 

Gawayn on blonk ful bene, h^bendJ toA?- lr 

2476 To f e kywgej bur 3 buske^ bolde, thur'shaii. 

& fe kny 3 t in f e enker grene, 

Whider-warde so euer he wolde. 


On horse full fair 
he bends to Ar- 
thur’s hall. 


XXI. 


Wylde \vaye 3 in fe worlde Wowen now ryde 3 , 
2480 On Gryngolet, fat fe grace hade geten of his 

lyue; 

Ofte he herbered in house, & ofte al f eroute, 

& mony a-venture in vale, & venquyst ofte, 
feat I ne tyjt, at f is tyme, in tale to remene. 

2484 J 3 e hurt wat 3 hole, fat he hade hent in his nek, 

& f e blykkande belt he here f eraboute, 

A-belef as a bauderyk, bounden bi his syde, 
Loken vnder his lyfte arme, f e lace, vrith a knot, 
2488 In tokenyng he wat 3 tane in tech of a faute ; 

& f us he commes to f e conrfc, kny 3 t al in sounde. 
Jjer wakned wele in fat wone, when wyst f e grete, 
J)at gode G : wat 3 commen, gayn hit hym f 03 t ; 
2492 \)e kyng kysse 3 fe kny 3 t, & f e whene alee, 

& syf en mony syker kny 3 t, fat S 03 t hym to haylce, 
Of his fare fat hym frayned, & ferlyly he telles ; 
Biknowe 3 alle f e costes of care fat he hade, — 
2496 J)e chaunce of fe chapel, fe chere of fe kny 3 t, 

J 5 e luf of f e ladi, f e lace at f e last. 

J3e nirt in f e nek he naked hem schewed, 

) 3 at he la 3 t for his vnleute at f e leudes hondes, 
2500 for blame ; 


Wild ways now 
Gawayne rides. 


Oft he harboured 
in house and oft 
thereout. 


The wound in his 
neck became 
whole. 

He still carried 
about him the 
belt. 


in token of hit 
fault. 

Thus he comes to 
the Court of King 
Arthur. 

Great then was 
the joy of all. 


The king and his 
knights ask him 
concerning his 
journey. 
Gawayne tells 
them of his ad- 
ventures, 


[Fol. 124&.] 
the love of the 
lady, and lastly 
of the lace. 

He showed them 
the cut in his 
neck. 
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arthub’s knights adopt a green belt. 


He groaned for 
grief and shame, 
and the blood 
rushed into his 
face. 


“Lo!” says he, 
handling the lace, 
“ this is the band 
of blame. 


a token of my 
cowardice «nd 
covetousness. 

I must needs 
wear it as long 
as I live.” 


The king com- 
forts the knight, 
and all the court 
too. 


Each knight of 
the brotherhood 
agrees to wear a 
bright green belt, 

for Gawayne's 
sake. 


who ever more 
honoured it. 


Thus in Arthur's 
day this adven- 
ture befell. 


He that bore the 
crown of thorns 
bring us to His 

h»*e! 


He tened quen he schiilde telle, 

He groned for gref & grame ; 

J5e blod in his face con melle, 

2504 When he hit schulde schewe, for schame. 


XXII. 


* Lo ! lorde,” quod f e leude, & f e lace hondeled, 
“ Jjis is f e bende of f is blame I bere [in] my nek, 
j)is is fe lafe & fe losse, fat I la$t haue, 

2508 Of couardise & couetyse, fat I haf ca 3 t fare, / 
Jjis is f e token of vn-trawf e, fat I am tan inne, 

& I mot nedej hit were, wyle I may last ; / [hit. 
For non may hyden his harrne, hot vnhag/he may 
2512 Fortprjiit onej is tachched, twynne wil hit neuer.” 
fpc gy^ comforter fe kny^t, & alle fe court als, 
La$en loude fer-at, & luflyly acorden, 
bat lordes & ladis, fat longed to f e Table, [haue, 
2516 Vche bume of fe brofer-hede a bauderyk schulde 
A bende, a-belef hyra aboute, of a bry^t grene, 

<fe fat, for sake of fat segge, in swete to werej 
For fat watj acorded fe renoun of fe Bounde Table, 
2520 & he honoured fat hit hade, euer-more after, 

As hit is breued in fe best boke of romaunce. 
pus in Arthurs day f is aunter bitidde, 
pe Brutne bokee* fer-of beres wyttenesse ; 

2524 Syfen Brutna, fe bolde bume, bo 3 ed hider fyrst, 
After f e segge & fe asaute wat 3 sesed at Troye, 
I-wysse ; 

Mony aunterej here bi-forne, 

2528 Haf fallen suche er fis : 

Now fat bere fe croun of fome, 

He bryng \us to his blysse ! AMEN. 


HONY SOYT Q VI MAL PENCIL 
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Works preparing. MSS. and Books that Editors ai‘e wanted for . 
EXTRA SERIES (continued). 

Hi chard Coer de Lion, re-edited from Harl. MS. 4090, by Prof. Hausknecht, Ph.D. 

The Romance of Athelstan, re-edited by a pupil of the late Prof. J. Zupitza, Ph.D. 

The Romance of Sir Deg&re, re-edited by Dr. Breul. 

The Gospel of Nichodemus, edited by Ernest Riedel. 

Mulc&ster’s Positions 1581, and Elementarie 1582, ed. Dr. Th. Klaehr, Dresden. 

Walton’s verse Boethius de Gonsolatione. edited by Dr. H. C. Schiimmer. 

Sir Landeval and Sir Launfal, edited by Dr. Zimmermami. 

Holland's Seven Sages, the Scottish version of 1560, edited by George F. Black. 

Burgh’s Cato, re-edited from all the MSS. by Prof. Dr. Max Forster. 

Wynkyn de Worde’s English and French Phrase-book, etc., edited by Hermann Oelsher, Ph.D. 
Extracts from the Rochester Diocesan Registers, ed. Hy. Littlehales. 

Walter Hylton’s Ladder of Perfection, re-edited from the MSS. by Miss K. B. Locoek. 

Mirk’s Festial, edited from the best MSS. by Dr. Elbe. Part II. 

William of Shoreham’s Poems, re-edited by Dr. M. Konrath. Part II. 

The Three Kings’ Sons, Part II, French collation, Introduction, Ac., by Dr. L. Kellner 
Lovelich’s History of the Holy Grail, Part VI. 


Among: the MSS. and old books which need copying or re-editing, are • 

ORIGINAL SERIES. 


English Inventories and other MSS. in Canterbury 
Cathedra) (5th Report, Hist. MSS. Com.). . 
Xaumetrie, from Lord Tollemache’s MS. 

The Romance of Troy. Harl. 525, Addit. Br. Mus. 
Biblical MS., Corpus Cambr. 484 (ab. 1375). 
Hampole’s imprinted Works. 

be Clowde of Unknowyng, from Harl. MSS. 2373, 059. 

Bib). Reg. 17 C 26, Ac. Uttiv. Coll. Oxf. 14. 
Soule-hele, from the Vernon MS. 

Boethius de Co&sol. ; Pilgrim, 1426, Ac. Ac. 

Early Treatises on Musio : Descant, the Gamme, Ac. 
Skelton’s englishing of Diodorus Sioulus. 

Boethius, in prose, MS. Auct. F. 3. 5, Bodley. 
Penitential Psalms, by Rd. Maydenstoon, Brampton, 
Ac. (Rawlinson, A. 389, Douce 282, Ac.). 

Doouments from the early Registers of the Bishops of 
all Dioceses in Great Britain. 

Ordinances and Doouments of the City of Worcester. 

T. Breus’s Pdssion of Christ, 1422. Harl. 2338. 

Jn. Crophill or Crephill's Traots, Harl. 1735. 

Memoriaie Credenoium, Ac., Hurl. 2396. 

Early English Verse Lives of Saints, Standard Collec- 
tion, from the Harl. MS. 

Early Norwich Wills. 

EXTRA 

Erie of Tolous. 

Ypotia. 

Sir Eglamoure. 

Alexander. 

Orfeo (l)igby, 86). 

8 aria am and Josaph&L 
Amis and Amiloun. 

fcir Oenerides, from Lord Tollemache’s MS. 

The Troy-Book fragments once cald Barbour’s, in the 
Cambr. Univ. Library and Douce MSS. 

Poems of Charles, Duke of Orleans. 


Book for Recluses. Harl. 2372. 

Lollard Theological Treatises, Harl. 2843, 2330, Ac. 

H. Selby’s Northern Ethical Traot, Harl. 2386, art. 20 
Supplementary Early English Lives of Saints. 

8elect Prose Treatises from the Vernon MB. 

Lyrical Poems from the Fairfax MS. 16, Ac. 

Prose Life of St Audry, A.D. 1595, Corp. Oxr. 120. 
English Misoellanies from MSS., Corp. Oxford. 
Miscellanies from Oxford College MSS. 

Disce Mori. Jesus Coll. Oxf. 39; Bodl. Laud 09. 
Mirrour of the blessed lijf of Ihesu Crist. MSS. ot 
SirHy. lugilby, Bart., Lord Aldeuham, Univ. Coll., 
Oxf. 123, Ac. 

Poem on Virtues and Vioes, Ac., Harl. 2269. 
Maundevyle’s Legend of Gwydo, Queen's, Oxf. 383. 
Book of Warrants of Edw. VI., Ac., New Coll. Oxf. 328. 
Adam Loutfut’s Heraldic Traots, Harl. 6149-50. 

John Watton’s engiisht Speoulum Christian!, Corpus, 
Oxf. 156, Laud G.12, Tiioresby 530, Harl. 2250, art. 20. 
Verse and Prose in Harl. MS. 4012. 

Nicholas of Hereford’s English Bible. 

The Prickynge of Love, Harl. 2254, Vernon, Ac. 

More Early English Wills from the Probate Registry 
at Somerset House. 

SERIES. 

Carols and Songs. 

Songs and Ballads, Aahmole MS. 48. 

Octavian. 

Libeaus Desoonus. 

Ywain and Gawain. Sir Isumbr&s. 

Horae, Penitential Psalms, Ac., Queen's Coll. Oxf. 207. 
St Bran dan’s Confession, Queen’s Coll. Oxf. 210. 

Scotch Heraldry Tracts, copy of Caxton’s Book, of 
Chivalry, Ac., Queen's Coll. Oxford 161. 

Stevyn Scrope’s Doctryne and Wysedome of the 
Auncyent Philosophers, a.d. 1450, Harl. 2*266. 


lhe Subscription to the Society, which constitutes membership, is £1 1*. a year for the Original 
Series, and £1 Is. for the Extra Series, due in advance on the 1st of January, and should be 
h J Che q ue > Postal Order, or Money-Order, crost ‘Union of London and Smiths Bank.' to the 
Hon. Secretary, W. A. DalzIel, Esq., 67, Victoria Road, Finsbury Park, London, N. Members 
who want their lekts posted to them must add to their prepaid Subscriptions Is. for the Original 
Series, and Is. for the Extra Series, yearly. The Society’s Texts are also sold separately at 
the prices put after them in the Lists ; but Members can get back-Texts at one-third less than the 
List-prices by sending the cash for them in advance to the Hon. Secretary. 

Foreign Subscriptions can be paid, and the Society’s Texts delivered, through Asher & Co., 17, 
Behrenstrasse* Berlin. 
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ORIGINAL SERIES. 

The Publications for 1913 {one guinea ) were 

146. The Coventry Leet-Book, ed. from the unique MS. by Miss M. Dormer Harris. Introduction, Indexes, 

147. Tim** Northern Passion, the French Text, Variauts and Fragments. Ac.. , 'liss F. A. FostefJ; Ph.D. 

[Together with an enlarged Reprint of No. 26, originally edited i • v . t..: Rev. G. G. Perry, Religious Pieces 
in Prose and Verse. 5s.] 

The Publications for 1914 {one guinea) are 

148 A Fifteenth-Century Courtesy Book and Two Franciscan Rules, edited by R. W. Chamlters, M. A., Litt.D., 
and W. W. Seton, M.A. 7s. tid. 

149 Sixty-three Lincoln Diocese Documents, ed. by the Rev. Dr. Andrew Clark. 15s. 

150. The Old-English Rule of Bp. Ohrodeg&ng, and the Capitula of Bp. Theodulf, ed Prof. Napier, Ph.D. 7«. 6 d. 

[At Press. 

The Publications for 1915 will be chosen from:— 

An Alphabet of Tales, in Northern English, from the Latin, ed. Mrs. M. M. Banks. Part III. 

Twenty-six Political and other Poems from Digby MS. 102, Ac., edited by Dr. J. Kail. Part II. 

The Alliterative Siege of Jerusalem, edited by Prof. E. Kolbing, Ph.D., and Prof. Kaluga, Ph.D. [At Press. 
Alain Chartier’s ftuadrilogue, englisht, edited from the unique MS. by Prof. J. W. H. Atkins, M.A. 

J&oob’s Well, edited from the unique Salisbury Cathedral MS. by Dr. A. Brandeis. Part II. 

North-English Metrical Homilies, from Ashmole MS. 42 &c., ed. G. H. Gerould, D.Litt. 

VegetiuB on the Art of War, edited from the MSS. by L. C. Wharton, M.A. 

Shirley's Book of Gode Maners, edited from the uniaue MS. by Hermann Oelsner, Ph.D. 

Vei^e and Prose from the fJ.'u-i. A'S. 2253, re ed, by Mi-.. Jilda Murray, M.A., of the Royal Holloway College. 
A Stanzaic Exposition of the Feasts of the Church and the Life of Christ based on the Legenda Aurea, ed. from 
the MSS. Harl. 3909, Harl. 2250, and Addit. 38666, by Miss F. A. Foster, Ph.D. [At Press. 

The Earliest English Apocalypse with a Commentary, edited by Dr. Anna C. Paues. [At Press. 

Dives and Pauper, ed. from the MSS. by Mr. Richardson, M.A. 

Rules for Gunpowder and Ordnance, edited by G. Lothian Small, M.A. 

Trevisa’s Dialogue inter Hilitem et Clericum, Sermon by FitzRalph, and Begynynge of the World, edited from 
the MSS. by Aaron J. Perry, M.A. 

Travels of Sir John Mandeville, ed. Prof. Paul Hamelius. 

A Lanteme of Xi3t, ed. Miss Swinburn, M.A. 


EXTRA SERIES. 

The Publications for 1913 ( one guinea) were : — 

CXII Lovelich’s Romance of Merlin, edited from the unique MS. by Prof. Dr. 15. A. Koek. Part II. 15s. 
CXIli. Poems by Sir John Salusbury, Robert Chester, and others, from Christ Church MS. 184, Ac., ed. by 
Dr. Carleton Brown. 15s. 

The Publications for 1914 {one guinea) are :— 

CXIV The Owl and Nightingale, 2 Texts parallel, ed. G. F. H. Sykes, Hh«j., and J. H. G. Grattan, M.A. 
CXV. The Chester Plays, Part II., re-edited by Dr. Matthews. 15*. [ At Press. 

The Publications for 1915 will be chosen from :— 

De Medicina, a 12th-century Englishing, re-edited by Prof. Joseph Deleourt. [At Pwss. 

Lydgate’s Minor Poems, ed. Dr. H. N. MacCraclcen. Part II, Secular Poems. [At Press. 

Lydgate’s Troy Book, ed. by Dr. Hy. Bergen. Part IV, Introduction, Notes, &q. [At Press. 

Lydgate’s Dance of Death, edited from the MSS. by Miss Florence Warren. 

Lydgate’s Siege of Thebes, re-edited from the MSS. by Prof. Dr. A. Erdmann. Part II, Notes, Ac. 

The Court of Sapience, once thought Lydgate's, edited by Dr. Jaeger. 

Melusine. the prose Romance, from the unique MS., ah. 1500. ed. A. K. Donald, B.A. Part 11. [At Press. 
3ecreta Secretorum : three prose Euglisliings, ab. 1440, ed. R. Steele, B.A. Part II. [At Press. 

The Craft of Nombrynge, the earliest English Treatise on Arithmetic, ed. R. Steele, B.A. 

The Book of the Foundation of St. Bartholomew’s Hospital, London. MS. ab. 1425. ed. Dr. Norman Moore. 
Liohfield GiMs, ed. Dr. K. J. Furnivall : Introduction by Prof. E. C. K. Gonner. [Text done. 

John Hart’s Orthographie. from his unique MS. 1551, and his black-letter text, 1569, ed. Prof. Otto Jes person, Ph.D. 
John Hart’s Methode to teach Reading, 1670, ed. Prof. Otto Jespersen. Ph.D. 

The Ancren Riwle, edited from its five MSS., by the late Prof. E. Kolbing, Ph.D., and Dr. Thiimmler. 

The AwnturB of Arthur, 2 Texts from the 3 MSS., edited by Wilhelm Wolff. 

Caxton’s Book of the Order of Ohyualry, edited by Miss Alice H. Davies. 

Early English Fabliaux, edited by Prof. George H. McKnight, Ph.D. 

Ragman Roll, The Chaunse of the Dyse, Ballads, Complaints, and other Pieces, from MS. Fairfax 16, edited by 
Prof. Edith Morley. 

Piers Plowman, the A Text, re-edited from the MSS by R. W. Chambers, M. A., Litt.D., and J. H. G. Grattan, 
M.A. [At Press. 

Caxton’s Prologues, ed. by Henry Wheatley, D.C.L. 

The Coventry Plays, edited from the unique MS. by Miss Bloch. 

King Alisaunder, two parallel texts, ed. from Lincoln’s Inn MS. 150 and Laud. Mi sc. 622 by L. F. Powell, Esq. 
[At Press. 

Caxton’s Paris and Vienne, ed. by O. H. Prior, Litt.D. 

The Seven Sages, the Southern Version, ed. from the MSS. by Karl F. Brunner, Ph.D. 
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